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PREFACE. 



A HIGHWAY is a road or way laid out and prepared 
for people to walk in. In a country governed by a 
king, it is expected of him to have public roads made 
for the convenience of the people. Such a road when 
made is called 'the king^s highway,* 

Now, this world is God's country. It belongs to 
Him. He is the owner and king of it. We should 
expect Him, therefore, to have a highway prepared 
for His people to walk in. • And He has such a way. 
We read in the Bible (Isa. xxxv. 8) that there shall 
be ' an highway ; it. shall be called The way of holi- 
ness. The redeemed shall walk in it.' This way 
means the path of obedience to God's commandments. 
It is this path which is intended by * The Bang's 
Highway.' When we repent of our sins, and believe 
in Jesus as our Saviour, and try to love and serve 
Him, this is the way He wishes us to walk in. 
Hence He says to us, ' If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments.' Whatever we do from love is always 
pleasant ; and * The King's Highway ' is a pleasant 
way to walk in, because those who walk in it are 
prompted by love. 



PREFACE. 



May God give grace to all who read this little 
volume truly to love that Saviour who died for them, 
and to show that love by walking in *The King's 
Highway ; ' and may He bring us all at last in safety 
to that blessed home above to which this Highway 
leads! 
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I. 

Cj^t Jfirst €ammwxbmnt 

PART I. 

' I am the Lord thy Qod. Thou shalt have no other gods bcf oro 

me.'— Ex. XX. 2, 3. 

SUPPOSE you have all seen a procession 

at some time or other) And no doubt 

you like to see processions. The longest 

procession that ever was seen took place 

more than thirty-three hundred years ago. It was 

formed when the children of Israel went up out of 

Egypt. There were more than two millions of 

people in it. That is nearly four times as many as 

all the people in Philadelphia put together. Moses 

was the leader of this procession. It started from 

the land of Egypt to go to the land of Canaan. The 

Israelites in this procession had to travel through 

the wilderness. There were no roads through that 

wilderness, no milestones or finger-posts to point 

out the way. Not one person in the procession 

had ever travelled through that wildemft«a^ ^\ \c£s5s^ 

anything about the way. T\ift xciaraist'^ <i««s<^^i&^- 

d 
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with its needle always pointing to the north, and 
»^* enabling people now to travel safely across oceans 
or deserts where there are no paths — was not 
invented then. But God gave the people in that 
procession something that was very wonderful 
instead of a compass. It looked like a mass of 
white smoke. The Bible calls it * a pillar of cloud.' 
In the day-time it looked like a piece of one of those 
soft, fleecy clouds that we often see floating in the sky. 
But at night it changed its appearance, and glowed, 
and brightened, and shone like a flame of fire. It 
floated low down, and hung right over the ark of the 
covenant, which went before the children of Israel. 

Now the procession is in motion. It is formed in 
regular ranks, like a great army of soldiers. They 
march out from Egypt ; they come to the Red Sea. 
There is no bridge across it. They have no boats. 
High ranges of mountains shut them in on either 
side. What are they to do % God commands them 
to go forward. What I right into the sea % Yes ; 
right into the sea. They obey God ; and the very 
moment that the priests, who are at the head of the 
procession, touch the waters of the sea with their 
feet, the waves are divided, and roll back before 
them. A broad road is open for them through the 
midst of the sea. The waters are piled up on each 
side of them, like great walls of glass or ice, and 
remain so till the procession has passed over. 

Now they are all safe through. They begin to 
travel into the wilderness. They have made three 
days' journey, and at last a great mountain appears 
in aigbt They moy^ on till they come to it. At 
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the foot of the mountain the procession halts. The 
people pitch their tents and rest there. That ia*4» 
Mount SinaL On the top of that mountain God told 
Moses that He would come down and meet him, 
and give him a law to show the Israelites, and all 
other people, what He wanted them to do. God 
ordered Moses to build a fence round the bottom of 
the mountain, to keep any of the people from coming 
up. Then He told him to come up to the top of the 
mountain when he should hear a trumpet giving a 
long, loud sound. 

The fence is built, and Moses is ready, waiting for 
the signal The top of the mountain is all covered 
up with dark, black clouds. The lightnings flash out 
from amidst them ; the thimders roll down the 
sides of the mountain; the mountain shakes and 
trembles : God has come down upon the top of it. 
And the sound of the trumpet is heard. It is an 
angel's trumpet, — ^the same that shall be heard at the 
last day, when the graves are opened and the dead 
come forth. How solemn it must have been to hear 
that trumpet 1 Moses hears it. He goes up the 
mountain. The people all watch him as he travels 
up, higher and higher. Now he enters the cloud, 
and they see him no longer. Moses is on the top of 
the mount talking with God. There God gave him 
His great law of the Ten Commandments. God 
wrote these commandments, with His own finger, on 
two tables of stone. The first four commandments, 
which show us what our duty to God is, were on one 
table; and the remaining six, which show us what 
our duty to man is, were on ttk!^ o\>Vk&T. 
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And now the trumpet sounds again. All the 
, people hear it, and are afraid. They listen tremb- 
lingly. The trumpet ceases. Anol^er sound, more 
awful than the angeFs trumpet, is heard. It is the 
voice of God. It sounds like thunder. * And God 
spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.' 

This is the first commandment. There are two 
questions that may be asked about tjiis command- 
ment. One is this, What is it to have a God ? The 
other is this, Why should we have no other gods hd the 
Lordf 

Our lesson now will be about the first of these 
questions. We must have another lesson on the 
second question. 

The question we are now to try and answer is, 
What is it to have a God ? 

I mean by this a true God, such as the Lord Jesus 
Christ is to us. This is the answer to the question : 
It is to have one who is able to do three things for us, 
and one who has a right to expect three things from us. 

To have a God is to have one who can do three things 
for us. 

The first thing we want our God to be able to do 

is, ALWAYS TO HELP. 

The little child always needs the help of its 

mother. The blind man always needs the help of 

some one to guide him. The sick man always needs 

the help of a physician. We are here in this world 

like children, like persons who are blind or sick. 
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We need to be taken care of like children ; we need 
to be guided like the blind, and to be watched and . 
tended like the/ «ick. And who can do this for us t 
Our parents cSln help us in some things, our 
teachers and friends can help us in some things, but 
not in alL They can't be always with us ; nor can 
they always help us when they are with ua At the 
quiet hour of midnight, when they are fast asleep 
themselves, what can they do to help us % When we 
are far away from home what can they do to help 
us % We need some one who can always help us. 
Then it must be some one who is present in every 
place, whose eye never slumbers, and whose arm 
never grows weary. Is there such a one to be 
found % Yes, God our Saviour is just such a one. 
He is with us by night as well as by day ; abroad as 
well as at home. His eye is never closed. His arm 
is always strong. He is always everywhere. The 
Bible tells us He is ' a very present^ help in every 
time of trouble/ David says, 'The Lord is my help, 
whom then shall I fear)' He didn't fear the lion 
or the bear that came to steal his sheep, because God 
helped him to kill them. He didn't fear Goliath, the 
great PhiUstine giant, because God helped him to 
fight and conquer him. 

People are needing help in different places at the 
same time all over the earth. And no one can really 
be a God who is not able to hear and help all these 
different persons at once. 

The heathen have many gods. They think each 
god has a particular place to attend to, and that 
he can only help people in tke ^wsfe \i^ '^\sl^ V<iSk 
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belongs. But this is very foolish. The truth is, 
the gods of the heathen can't help those who pray to 
them in one place any more than another. They 
help nobody. We need a God who can always help. 
And there is only one such God. 

'Mother, how many gods are there V asked a little 
boy one day. 

A yoimger brother who heard him said, * Why, 
one, to be sure.' 

*But how do you know thatT said the one who 
asked the question. 

* Because,' said his little brother, * God fills every 
place, so there is no room for any other.' 

The first thing we want our God to be able to do 
is, always to help us. 

The second thing we want our God to be able to 

do is, ALWAYS TO SAVE US. 

Our bodies are often in danger as well as our 
souls, and we want a God who can save them both. 
When Daniel was thrown into the den of lions, he 
needed a God who could preserve him from their 
devouring jaws ; and he found such a one in the Lord. 

When the three Jews were thrown into the blazing 
furnace because they wouldn't worship Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image, they needed a God who could save 
them from being burnt up by the flames ; and they 
found such a one in the Lord our God. 

When Jonah was cast into the stormy sea, he 
needed a God who- could take care of him and bring 
him safe to land again. He found such a one in our 
God, who sent the great fish, like a living ship, to 
him on board and carry him ashore. 
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When the disciples were in their little vessel, 
tossed by the storm on the Sea of Qalilee, they 
needed a God w]|o could control the violence of the 
storm, and make it obey Him. They found such a 
one in Jesus their Saviour; for when they awoke 
Him, ' He arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea, 
saying. Peace, be still ; and immediately there 
was a great calm.' 

And so we are all exposed to sickness, danger, and 
death continually. We can't preserve ourselves ; 
and our best friends can't preserve us. We need 
some one who can keep us alive, and protect us in 
all danger. Jesus can do this. He is called ' the 
Saviour of the body.' He counts the hairs of our 
heads. He is about our path and about our bed 
continually. He is able to save our bodies. The 
birds of the air, the beasts of the field,, the people 
in the world, are in His hands. He can take care 
of them alL He can save the body. 

But the sond is more precious than the body. We 
want a God that can save the souL We all have 
many sins that must be pardoned. We have a 
conscience, a something in our bosoms which troubles 
us, and makes us feel uneasy on account of sin ; 
and we want to have this conscience quieted, and 
made at peace. We have wicked hearts that must 
be made new and good, or we never can be happy ; 
and we want a God who can do this for us. 

Suppose I break the main-spring of my watch ; it 
runs down ; it won't go. I try to mend it, but I 
can't. I ask one of you to do it. You shake your 
head and say, ' I can't do it' I take it tj^ ^ ^^G^s^Rr 
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maker ; he can't do it. I take it to a carpenter, a 
wheelwright, a blacksmith, a lawyer, a doctor, but 
none of them can mend it. After B while I take it 
to a watchmaker ; he understands all about it. He 
puts a new spring in it, and it goes as well as ever. 

Now, the soul is like a watch. Sin has broken the 
main-spring ; it won't go ; we want some one to mend 
it. We want a new heart, or a new main-spring for 
the watch ; but the soulmaker is the only one who 
can do this. To try to get this done in any other 
way is like carrying your broken watch for repairs to 
a shoemaker or a blacksmith. 

There was once a man in India, a heathen, who 
felt that he was a sinner. His conscience troubled 
him dreadfully about his sins, but he knew not how 
to get rid of them. He had spent several years 
in consulting the priests and visiting the different 
temples, in the hope of getting relief. He did all 
that he was told to do, but it did him no good. At 
one temple he was told to take a long journey on his 
hands and knees. He did it, but was no better. 
He had washed himself in different fountains ; he 
had £asted till he was almost worn to a skeleton ; he 
had done many painful things, but without any relief. 
At last he was told to put pebbles in his shoes, and 
travel to a distant temple, and make an offering to 
the idol, and he would be relieved. He had been 
there, and offered his sacrifice and prayers, but in 
vain. 

Sad and sorrowful, he was returning home with the 

pebbles still in his shoes. Wearied with his journey, 

be baited one day in the shade of a grove by the 
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wayside, where a company was gathered around a 
stranger, who was addressing them. It was a mis- 
sionary preaching the gospel. The poor heathen 
Ustened with great interest. The missionary was 
preaching from these words, ' The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin.' He showed how Jesus 
was able and willing to save all who came unto Him. 
The heart of the heathen was drawn to Jesus. He 
took off his shoes, and threw away the pebbles, 
exclaiming, 'This is the Saviour I have sought in 
vain ! Thank Gk)d, I have found salvation !' 

This poor man had been canning his broken watch 
to tinkers and blacksmiths. They could do nothing 
with it. At last he found the watchmaker, and all 
was right. 

Jesus says, 'Look unto me, all ye ends of the 
earth ; for I am God, and there is none else. Besides 
me there is no Saviour.' We need a God who can 
always save. 

But^ then, there is a third thing that we expect 
God to be able to do for us, and that is, always to 

MAKE us HAPPY. 

When we are in health, and have affectionate 
parents and kind friends, and many comforts and 
enjoyments around us, we do not feel so much our 
need of God. We are ready to think that we can be 
happy without Him; but when sickness comes, and 
pain is racking our body, — when our parents die, and 
our friends are taken away from us, then it is that 
we need some one to make us happy. 

Yes; and when we come to die ourselves, whetL 
we are to leave all that we \ia\e\avavni «xA\q^^^ ^s^ 

B 
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earth behind us, we need some one to make us happy 
then ; and if the Gk)d we have is the true God, this 
is just what He will do. Now, it is easy to find 
those who can tell us that Jesus does make them 
happy in health and prosperity. There are many 
teachers in this school, and many members of this 
congregation, who are ready to come forward and say, 
'That is so. He has made me happy. He makes 
me happy all the time.' 

But the one who is a God to us must be able to 
make us happy in sickness and suffering, in death 
and eternity. Can Jesus do this ? Yes, He can. 

* I was called upon,' said a minister, ' some time 
ago, to visit a man who was suffering from a cancer. 
It had eaten away a part of his face. It was going 
on to eat the rest. His appearance was awfuL He 
was suffering dreadfully all the time. I said to him, 
" Suppose, my friend, that God should give you your 
choice, — ^to have your cancer, with all its pain and 
suffering, and the certainty of soon dying, but being 
happy with Him for ever; or to have health and 
prosperity, and long life in this world, with the risk 
of losing your soul hereafter, which would you 
prefer?" "Ah, sir," the man instantly exclaimed, 
'' give me the cancer and the pain, with Jesus and 
the hope of heaven ; let others take the world, and 
long life and prosperity, without Him." ' 

This shows how Jesus can make the sick and 
suffering happy. I could fill a volume in showing 
bow He makes the dying happy. 

I will only mention one or two cases. A dear 
iduld. between five and six years old, who had a 
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happy home and fond parents, was on his deathbed. 
His father asked him which he would choose, — to 
live with his parents and friends here, or die and be 
with Jesus in heaven. He answered cheerfully, ' I 
would rather die and be with Jesus in heaven, and 
vmt there till you come,' 

A Christian was dying after long suffering. These 
were his last words, as his friends stood weeping 
round his bed : 

' Almost home ! almost home ! My precious Bible ! 
True, every line. I never thought it could have 
supported me thus, but it does. I never thought 
I could have enjoyed so much on a dying-bed. I 
have not one anxious wish. It is heaven already 
begun. I am as happy as I can be this side of 
heaven.' 

Now, He who can do this for His people in sick- 
ness, in suffering, and in death, can make them 
always happy. 

These are the three things which we expect Him 
who is our God to be able to do for us. We expect 
Him to be able always to help, always to save, 

AND always to MAKE US HAPPY. 

But, then, there are three things thai He who is om 
Qod has a right to escpectfrom us. 

He has a right to expect our highest love. The 
gods of the heathen don't expect the people to love 
them at all ; and it is very well they don't, for no 
one coM love them. 

The character and the appea/rance of those gods are 
such that it is impossible to love them. Some of 
those gods are represented a;& oi\j^XL ^<sXM\ss% ^r^s:^^ 
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some as robbers, and others as murderers. Why, if 
we were to do what some of those gods are said to 
do, we should be put in prison or hung. We should 
not be fit to live in decent society. Can anybody 
love such gods 9 

And, then, think of the appear ance of some of the 
heathen gods. 

The god Moloch was a frightful-looking monster, 
with a great red mouth and grinning teeth, to show 
that he was fond of blood. Gould any one love such 
a god?. 

The goddess Kalee, now worshipped by a great 
portion of the people in India, is a fierce-looking 
female figure, with instruments of death in her hands, 
and a string of human skulls hung round her neck as 
an ornament. Her followers think that they can do 
nothing to please her better than to murder people 
whenever they have an opportunity. Can any one 
love such a god ? 

Ganesa, another of the gods of the Hindoos, is 
represented by a most strange and monstrous figure. 
He has the head of an elephant, with four arms and 
hands. He always appears riding on the back of a 
huge rat. He has the figure of a serpent in a sort of 
ring round his head, with some sacred letters in it. 

And then I might speak of the great Juggernaut ; 
of Hanniman, the monkey-god ; of Manesa, the snake- 
god ; and many others, all very much of the same 
character. It is impossible for any one to love such 
gods; and these gods do not expect to be loved. 
They do not ask people to love them. All they want 

ipped and have offerings made to them. 
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But the true God must be one who can be loved. 
He is one who has a right to expect not only our 
love, but our highest love. He expects us to love 
Him, and to love Him better than any other person 
or thing in the world. We must love Him more 
than we love father, or mother, or brother, or sister, 
or any one that we know. Jesus said, when He was 
on earth, that we must love God with all our heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength ; and our God, the 
(}od of the Bible, can be loved in this way. He is 
pure ; He is good ; He is holy. * God is love.' He 
expects, and He deserveSy our highest love. It is right 
to love Him better than any one else; but it is 
neither right nor possible to love any one else in this 
way. And this shows that He is the true GU)d. He 
has a right to expect our highest love. 

This is the first thing He has a right to expect 
from us. 

The second thing He has a right to eofped from us is, 

OUR UNQUESTIONING OBEDIENCE. 

These are larger words than I like to use, but I 
think you can all understand them. You know we 
are taught to pray that God's ' will may be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.' This means that iJi>e should 
obey God as the angels do in heaven. 

A Sunday-school teacher once asked his class how 
the angels obey God. DiflTerent answers were given ; 
but the best was that of a little boy, who said, * They 
obey vdthotU asking any questions! That is true. It 
was a capital answer. 

I have sometimes heard a mother call to Izlss^ 
daughter, *Mary, come Tiere Vn^bxcisiss^fe^ ^^^x^^s^ 
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playing with her doll* and instead of getting right up 
and running to her mother, she goes on fixing her doll, 
and says in a very ugly tone, * Oh, what do you want ? ' 

* John, here, I want you to go on an errand,' says 
the father to his son. John is making some bobtails 
for his kite. Instead of minding at once what his 
father tells him, he keeps on with what he is doing, 
and says, 'Won't it do by and by, when I get 
through with fixing my kite V 

That is not the way in which the angels obey. 
They do everything that God tells them to do ; and 
they do it ai oncey without stopping to ask any 
questions. This is what I mean by unquestioning 
obedieTice, God has a right to expect this kind of 
obedience from us. He expects us to do everjrthing 
that He commands. And it is proper for us to do 
this, because we know that everything that God 
commands is right. Others may conmiand things 
that are not right, and then we are not to obey. It 
is right to obey our rulers ; but only when their laws 
are according to the laws of God. 

Nebuchadnezzar made a law that all people should 
worship the graven image which he had set up, or 
be cast into the fiery furnace. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego refused to obey, and they did right. 

The rulers of Jerusalem forbade the apostles to 
preach about Jesus. But they went on preaching ; 
and when they were brought to trial they said, 
*We must obey God rather than man.' And they 
were right. We must not obey even our teachers or 
parents if they command us to do anything plainly 
contrary to the will of Gk)d. 
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I knew a Sunday-school boy once who became a 
Christian when he was about fourteen years old. His 
&ther used to keep a grocery shop ; and on Sunday 
mornings he would open his shop for an hour to 
supply his customers with goods. The &ther always 
called his son in the morning to go down and open 
the shop. The boy never thought there was anything 
wrong in it till he became a Christian. Then he 
thought about Qod's command to keep the Sabbath 
holy. He felt that to open the shop, and sell things 
on Sunday, was breaking God's command. This 
thought troubled him very much. He knew not 
what to do. He wjw very unwilling to disobey his 
earthly father, and yet he felt still more imwilling to 
disobey his heavenly Father. He was afraid his 
father would turn him out of doors if he refused to 
open the shop when he told him to do so, and he 
had no one to offer him another home. He was 
greatly distressed. But he prayed for Gk)d to show 
him what to do ; and at last he determined to obey 
God, whatever the consequence might be, and trust 
that God would take care of him. When he had 
taken this resolution, he waited very anxiously for 
the end of the week to come. It came at last Then, 
late on Saturday night, when the shop was closed and 
the work all done, just before going to bed, he told 
his father that he wanted to be an obedient son, and 
do all that he told him to do, but he felt that opening 
the shop and selling goods on the Sabbath was 
breaking God's commandment, and he hoped he 
would excuse him from that. 

Just 2i& he supposed, lois ia^Xict %<;i\» n^t^ ^we^-* 
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and told him if he was too good to d« what he did, 
he must leave his house, and seek another home. He 
told him he might stay till Monday morning, and 
then go. 

The poor boy was greatly distressed, and knew not 
where to go. But on Monday morning his father 
called him to open the shop as usual, and said no 
more to him about going away. In a short time 
after his father gave notice to his customers that he 
wouldn't open his shop any more on Sunday. Then 
he took to going to church regularly; he soon be- 
came a member of the church, and loved that son 
more than ever. 

It may not be always right to obey, without 
questioning, all that others command us ; but it is 
always right to obey, without questioning, everjrthing 
that God commands. He never does wrong Himself, 
and never commands others to do wrong. Whatever 
He tells us to do must be right ; and therefore He 
expects from us v/nqaestioning obedience. 

Then there is a third thing God expects from 7is, and 

that is SINCERE WORSHIP. 

Sincere means that which is true or pure. This 
word was first used to denote honey that was clear, 
and had no wax or sediment in it. Think of a glass 
jar full of clear, transparent honey, without the least 
dirt or sediment in it. Now, if a person who spoke 
Latin was describing it, he would say it was honey 
sine cera — ie, honey without wax in it. And 
this is what we get our English word sincere from. 
It means that which is clear, pure, or free from 
imperfection. 
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Now, God expects from us this kind of worship. 
Sincere wkai does God expect from us) Worship, 
Let us see what this means. Worship is a word 
made up of two other words, viz. worthy and ship or 
shape. It means, then, that we should put ourselves 
in the position or shape that is worthy of God. Or, it 
means that we should render to Him the service that 
is worthy of Him. And what is the proper shape or 
position for sinners such as we are to put ourselves 
in before Godi David tells us, when he says, '0 
come, let us worship and fall down ; and kned before 
the Lord our maker.' Yes, a position of humble 
reverence is what we should put ourselves in when 
we would worship God. This is the shape or con- 
dition vx/rthy of Grod for sinful creatures to appear in. 

But the shape of a thing denotes its use or servica 
If you see iron put in the shape of a bright, sharp 
blade, you know it is designed to cui. If you see it 
put into a round shape, like a ball, you know it is 
designed to roll. If you see a pile of wood broken 
up into the shape of kindling, you know it is designed 
to bum. And if you see a man in the form of a 
servant, with an apron on, and his sleeves rolled up, 
you know he is designed for work. And so when we 
appear before G^ as His worshippers, — in the form 
or shape worthy of Him, — ^we mean to say that we 
are ready to offer Him our prayers and praises, and 
that we desire to serve Him. And when we do this 
honestly and earnestly, with all our hearts, that is 
smcere worship. This is the service God deserves. 
He is worthy of it. 

And if this is what sincec^ vyox^v^ 'bi^^a2c& \s^ 



26 THE KINGS HIGHWA Y. 

reference to God, what would sincere worship of 
idols mean ) It would mean the service that they are 
worthy of. And what is this? What do they de- 
serve) They deserve to be broken in pieces, and 
thrown to the moles and bats. This is all that they 
are fit for, and this is what they must all come to at 
last The Bible tells us that 'the idols God will 
utterly abolish/ 

Sincere worship is what God expects from us. But 
is it sincere worship if we trifle or play when those 
about us are singing God's praise, or praying to Himi 
Is it sincere worship if we kneel down to pray to God 
ourselves, but don't think about or feel what we are 
saying) No; this is mocking God, and that is a 
dreadful thing to do. 

* For God is present everywhere, 

And watches all our thoughts and ways ; 
He marks who humbly join in prayer, 
And who sincerely sing His praise. 

' The triflers, too, His eye can see, 
Who only seem to take a part ; 
They move the lip, and bend the knee. 
But do not seek Him with the heart.' 

Now, my dear children, we have tried to consider 
the question. What is it to have a God 1 We have 
answered this by saying that it is te have one who is 
able to do three things for riSy and has a right to easped 
three things from us. 

What are the three things G^ is able to do for us % 
He is able always to help, always to save, and 

ALWAYS TO MAKE US HAPPY. 

Then, He has a right to expect three things from us. 
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What are these) He has a right to expect our 

HIGHEST LOVE, OUR UNQUESTIONING OBEDIENCE, and 

OUR SINCERE WORSHIP. This is what it is to have 
a true Grod. 

There are two questions I want to ask before 
closing. This is one question : Whai is U to have an 
idol 9 The hymn we are going to sing presently 
tells us — 

* There are many heathen children 
Who yet God's name have known ; 

And many other idols 
Than those of wood and stone.' 

Then there is another hymn which asks — 

' What is an idol ? Every heart 

Hath idols of its own ; 
Some are of gold and silver bright, 
And some of wood and stone. 

' Lord, is there ought the world contains 

Which I love more than Thee ? 
Then, sure, that love within my heart 
Idolatry must be.' 

Some people make money their god. Some make 
eating and drinking their god. Sometimes a husband 
will make an idol out of his wife, or a wife will make 
an idol out of a husband. Sometimes parents will 
make idols of their children. Many idols are made 
out of silk or satin. A beautiful dress, a new bonnet, 
a pretty ribbon, may be an idoL I wonder if God 
sees any such idols here this afternoon 1 

A little boy once had a pet bird, of which he was 
very fond. He took great delight in playing with it. 
It would eat out of his hand, and petda. QVi\^^Kw^T 
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One day the bird died, and the little fellow cried 
almost as if his heart would break. At night, when 
his mother took him upstairs, he wanted to go to 
bed without saying his prayers. When she spoke to 
him about it, he said, ' Mother, I don't want to say 
my prayers to-night, for my little birdie's dead, and I 
emit say ** Thy tvUl be done" * That little fellow had 
made an idol of his bird. He loved it more than 
God. His mother tried to show him how wrong it 
was to feel so, and taught him to pray to God for 
grace to say, * Thy will be done.' 

A lady, who was very fond of plajring cards, once 
said to a ^distinguished clergyman, ' I like the doctrine 
you preach, sir, very much, and I think I can give up 
everything but one.* 

' What is that, madam ? ' asked the minister. 

* Cards, sir.' 

*You think you could not be happy without 
them 1 ' 

* No, sir, I could not* 

* Then, madam, they are yov/r god; and to them you 
must look for salvation.' Iliis led her to think 
seriously on the subject, and she soon became a 
Christian. 

Let us never forget that whatever we love more 
than God, that is our idol. Oh, what multitudes of 
idolaters there are in this city! And how many 
there are in this congregation ! Let each of us ask 
himself the question. Do I love any person or thing 
more than I love Godi If you do, that is your 
idoL 

The other question I would ask is this, What $hall 
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we do with our idols f There is a verse in a hymn 
we sometimes sing which answers this question. It 
says — 

' The dearest idol I have known, 

Whaie'er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee.* 

This shows ns what we ought to do. If we find 
that we have idols in our hearts, we must tell Jesus 
about it We must repent of the sin of having them, 
and pray for Him to help us to put them away, and 
love Him better than an3rthing elsa When Jesus 
was on earth, people came to Him with all their 
troubles; and He helped and comforted all who 
came to Him. And He will help us stiU, if we ask 
Him to do so. 

A Christian mother was once showing her little 
girl, about five years old, a picture representing Jesus 
holding an infant in His arms, while the mothers 
were pushing their children towards Him. 'There, 
Carrie,' said her mother, < that's what I would have 
done with you if I had been there.' 

* I wouldn't be pushed to Jesus,' said little Carrie, 
with beautiful and touching earnestness, ' Td go to 
Him wUhoui pushing,' 

Now this was just right This is the way in 
which we ought to go to Jesus. How kind He is ! 
How tender I How ready to help and bless ! My 
dear children, won't you go to Jesus at once 9 Oh, 
go * without pushing ! ' Ask Him to help you to put 
away every idol, and 'have no other god before 
Him.' 



11. 



Cj^t Jfirsf €ammRvibmmt 




PART II. 
* Thou shalt have no other gods before me.'— Ex. xx. 3. 

SHORT time since somebody published a 
book the title of which is, The Reason 
WTiy. This is a very queer title for a 
book ; but it is a very appropriate one for 
the book of which I am speaking. This is a very 
instructive and amusing book. It explains many 
things about us, and shows ' the reason why ' they 
are just as they are. It shows the reason why we 
breathe the air about us; why the air is cooler in 
motion than when still; why it flies through the 
doors and windows towards the fireplace in the room. 
It shows 'the reason why/ when we blow soap- 
bubbles from a pipe, they always form in a round 
shape, and not in any other ; why they rise up when 
we first throw them ofi*, and why they fall down 
afterwards; why they have such beautiful colours 
upon them; why they change their colours in the 
sunshine, and why they always burst after a little 
while. It shows * the reason why ' cloudy days are 
colder than sunny days, while cloudy nights are 

90 
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wanner than clear nights. It shows ' the reason why' 
the dew is always formed in little round drops upon 
the leaves and grass ; why there is more of it on clear 
nights than on cloudy nights ; why it is formed by 
night and not by day, and in some places but not in 
others. It shows Hhe reason why' the fire bums 
more brightly when blown by a bellows, and why it 
is sometimes put out by blowing it when it is low ; 
why poking the fire makes it bum more brightly; 
why it sometimes bums with a flame, and sometimes 
without any. It shows ' the reason why ' fishes have 
fins ; why their fins are so much smaller in propor- 
tion than the wings of a bird, and why the fishes' 
tails are so much larger than their fins. It shows 
' the reason why ' a boy's kite rises in the air ; why 
running with the kite makes it rise higher \ and why 
the string feels hot while passing rapidly through his 
hand. It shows *• the reason why ' the leaves of the 
trees are green in spring and summer, and why they 
turn brown and fall off at the approach of winter. It 
shows ' the reason why ' the rain-drops are sometimes 
large, and at others small ; why it rains more in warm 
countries than in cold, and in mountainous countries 
than in flat ones ; and why ladies' hair drops out of 
curl when rain is approaching. 

There is some good reason for everything that God 
has done. There is a reason why the sky is blue, 
and the grass is green. There is a reason why fire 
always tries to get up higher, while water idways 
tries to get down lower. And it is very important 
for us to try and find out the reason for things as far 
as we can. 
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The great philosopher, Sir Isaac Newton, was 
looking at an orchard one day, when he saw an apple 
fall from a tree. He began at once to ask himself the 
reason why the apple, when loosed from the tree, fell 
to the ground. Hundreds and thousands of people 
had seen apples fall from trees before, but no- 
body ever thought of asking such a question. Sir 
Isaac Newton not only asked the question, but he 
tried to find <mt the answer to it. And he kept on 
trying till he did find it out. Yes, and more than 
that, too, for out of that falling apple he made one 
of the greatest discoveries that was ever made. He 
found out from it the reason why the world goes 
round in its orbit; and why it keeps its place se- 
curely in the heavens, without falling, though there 
is nothing under it to keep it up, and no great chain 
let down from above for it to hang upon. 

Now, we are to have our second lesson on the first 
commandment. There were two questions started by 
this commandment. One of these was. What is it 
to have a God ? This we tried to answer in the last 
lesson. The other is, JFhy should we have no other 
gods tha/n the Lord ? This is the one we are to talk 
about now. The subject of this lesson, then, is. 
The reason why we should have no other gods than the 
Lord, 

I wish to speak of three reasons. The first reason is^ 
because it is vert foolish to do so. 

God is too rich for any one to take His place. He is 
the richest of all beings. All the gold and silver, all 
the gems and jewels and precious things in the world, 
and in all other worlds, belong to Him. He has need 
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of them to supply the wants of His creatures. It is 
very foolish to have any one else than the Lord for 
our God, because no one else is rich enough to be our 
God. 

Did you ever go into a large jeweller's shop, and 
look into the glass cases 1 You find there gold rings, 
breast-pins, necklaces, head-dresses, pearls, diamonds, 
and jewels of various kinds \ watches and timepieces, 
gold and silver goblets, and cups, and plates, and all 
sorts of vessels. How very valuable such a shop 
must be ! What a great amount of money it would 
take to pay for all those things I Now, suppose you 
are going down a fine street some day. You see 
a little fellow who has just been put, for the first 
time, in jacket and trousers. He feels very large. 
His uncle has given him a new shilling. He never 
had so much money before in his life. He feels as rich 
as Croesus. As you pass along he is standing before 
a shop window, with his hand in his pocket, hold- 
ing fast on to his money, and you hear him say to 
his little companion : 

* I say, Rob, IVe got a bran new shilling, and I'm 
going to buy all the things in this shop ! ' You look 
on the little fellow as you smile, and say, 'Poor 
foolish child ! you are not rich enough to buy out that 
shop.' And yet he would not be half so foolish to 
think of doing this with a shilling as we are when we 
think that any one else than the Lord is rich enough 
to be our God. 

God is im ffreai for any one to take His place. He 
is the greatest of all beings. An infidel once m^t.<^. 
I)lain countryman on a Stmday, Tl^ «b^^^'^^«rKs«t 

O 
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where he was going. He answered, * I am going to 
church.' 

* What do you go to church for 1 ' asked the infidel 

* To worship Grod/ said the farmer. 

* Pray tell me/ said he, thinking to make sport of 
the man, * whether your God is a little god or a great 
god.' 

* He is both, sir,' answered the farmer. ' He is so 
little that He can dwell in my poor heart, and at the 
same time so great that the heavens, and the heaven 
of heavens, cannot contain Him.' 

How foolish it is to think of putting anybody in 
the place of this great God! How foolish it would 
be to blot out the sun from the sky, and then try to 
light up the world with candles ! Yet it would be 
easier to do this than to put anything in the place of 
God. 

There was a good and learned man once, who was 
very much perplexed by trying to explain to himself 
the doctrine of the Trinity. He wanted to under- 
stand how the Father is God, and the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghost is God, while yet there are not three 
Gods, but one God. *The reason why' this is so no- 
body can telL God has not told us the reason, and 
no one can find it out The Bible requires us to 
believe this ; but it does not require us to understand 
it. But the good man that I refer to wanted to 
understand it, as well as believe it. He kept think- 
ing about it all the time, and was very unhappy 
because he could not understand all about it One 
day, while still thinking very earnestly about this 
matter, he took a walk along the sea-shore. As he 
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went on he saw a little child playing on the sand. 
He stopped when he came to the child, and watched 
its motions. The little thing had scooped out a hole 
in the sand about as big as a quart bowl, and with a 
tiny shell it was baling the sea-water into the hole. 
'What are you doing, my child)' asked the man. 
The little thing looked up to him with a smile, and 
said, ' I am trying to put the ocean into this hole, 
sir.' 

He thought of the immense ocean, miles in depth, 
and thousands of miles in breadth, then he looked 
at the very small hole before him, and said to himself, 
< Poor foolish child ! ' But as he walked on he 
thought, * Well, what am I doing but just acting over 
again the part of this child ? My mind is like the 
little hole the child has dug, while God is thousands 
of times greater than the ocean ; and yet, like the 
child, I am trying to put the great ocean in the little 
hole of my mind 1 ' 

Then he determined not to trouble himself any 
more about this, but to be satisfied with believing 
what the Bible teaches about God, without trying to 
understa/nd it. 

Now, suppose that the bed of the ocean were 
empty. Suppose that all the water in it were dried 
up, and that you should meet a person going to the 
shore of what used to be the ocean, carrying a teacup 
full of water. You say to nim, * My friend, what are 
you going to do with that cup of water 1 * He says, 
' Why, I am going to make an ocean out of it I am 
going to fill up the bed of the ocean with thia ^^^^ ' 
Wouldn't you think that peiaou \crj Io^JMclX ^^^- 
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iainly; and yet he would not be half so foolish as 
those who try to put anything else in the place of 
Grod. It would be easier to fill the bed of the ocean 
with a cup of water than to fill God's place with any 
one but Himself It is very fodish to try to put any 
one in Grod's place, because He is so great. 

And then Grod is too wise far any one to take His 
place. How strange it is that anybody should ever 
think of putting stupid idols of wood or stone in the 
place of God ! 

I was reading an interesting account the other day 
of the way in which two little Chinese children were 
made to see the folly of doing this. Their parents 
were dead, and they were left to the care of an aunt 
and grandmother. Their aimt had a wooden idol in 
the house, which they all worshipped. The little 
boy's name was San, and his sister's name was Kim. 
They were both placed in a mission school The 
teacher of the school wanted to show these children 
the folly of praying to a dumb idoL One day she 
gave them a beautiful flower, like a rose, to smelL 
They were delighted with its fragrance. Then she 
held out a fruit to smell which grows in those parts. 
It had a horrible smell, just as if it were made up of 
rotten eggs and onions. At the very first snu£f they 
turned away their heads, and made all sorts of queer 
£M;es. Then she said she did not think their idol 
could tell the difference between the smell of the 
flower and the fruit. After this she took a large 
needle from her pin-cushion, and asked the children 
to let her stick it into their arms. They instantly 
drew back their arms, and said ; 
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*' Oh noy ma'am ! It'll hart us, and make the blood 
come.' Then she said she didn't think it would 
hurt their idol^ or make the blood come, to stick it 
into him. 

As they were going home from school, San told 
his sister that he was going to try if it was true 
what their teacher had said. He wanted to find out 
whether their idol did know anything. 

His sister was afraid some dreadful thing would 
happen to him, and she endeavoured to persuade him 
to give it up, but San said he was bound to try. 
So when they reached home they went by themselves 
into the room where the idol was. He was fisustened 
to a shelf up against the wall \ they pushed the table 
under it Then San stood on the table and held up 
the flower to the idol, but he took no notice of it ; 
then he held the nasty -smelling fruit jammed up 
against his nose, but he never moved his head, or 
showed the least sign of displeasure. 

^ Well, Kim,' said San, ' it's very certain he don't 
know anything about STneUing. Let's try if he has 
anjfeelmg.' 

l^en he hunted about till he foimd a sharp iron, 
like a skewer. Poor Kim was dreadfully frightened 
when she saw her brother go up to the idol with this 
in his hand. She stood trembling like a lea£ San 
was a good deal frightened too, but still he resolved 
to try. He got up on the table again. There stood 
the idol, with his great fat cheeks sticking out San 
grasped the sharp iron firmly in his hand, and struck 
it right into one of his cheeks. There was no cry, 
no motion, no blood. 
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^ The teaches right/ said San. ' He don't know 
an3rthing.' 

Then he saw how foolish it was to put such a 
stupid block in the place of God. He determined not 
to worship him any more. He persuaded his aunt 
and grandmother to do the same, and they all at last 
became Christians, and had no other gods but the 
Lord. 

You have all heard about that mammoth steamer 
the Qreai Eastern. She is larger than Noah's ark 
was, and can carry ten thousand men, with provisions 
for six months. Suppose we should go on board of 
her. We go down into her engine-room, and look at 
her machinery. There are wheels, and beams, and 
rods, and shafts, and boilers, and valves, and cylinders. 
All these are necessary to make the vessel go. The 
most important person on board that vessel is the 
engineer. He imderstands all about the machinery ; 
he knows how to keep everything in order, and 
make it work. But suppose the owners of the boat, 
just before she started on her voyage across the 
ocean, should take the engineer away, and put a 
wooden man in his place. He can neither see, nor 
hear, nor move, nor speaL Would not that be very 
foolish ) 

But look at your body. That is an engine much 
more curious than the one in the Great Eastern. It 
has more pieces in it, and they are more wisely joined 
together. There is a boiler in it, and a furnace. 
There are pipes, and joints, and hinges, and rods, and 
tubes, and wheels, and pumps. They are in motion 
aU the time. They never stop. Every boy and girl, 

k 
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every man and woman, is each an engine. There are 
hundreds of them in this church. There are ten 
hundred millions of them in the world. There is 
only one Engineer who builds and takes care of them 
alL GU)d is that Engineer. Oh, how wise He must 
be, and how powerful, to be able to take care of them 
all at the same time ! How very foolish to think of 
putting any one else in Hii place ! To put a wooden 
man in the engineer's place on board the Great Eattem 
would not be half so foolish as to think of putting 
any one in Grod's place. 

The first reason why we ought not to do tins is, 
because it is so very foolish. 

The second reason why we ought to have no other gods 
than the Lord is, because it is vert injurious. 

To have any other god than the Lord is injurious 
in two ways : one way in which it is so is, that it 
leaves us without help. 

Wouldn't it be very injurious to a sick man to 
leave him in a place where he could get no physician, 
no medicine, and no nurse f Wouldn't it be very 
injurious to a hungry man to leave him in a positiou 
where he could get no food ) 

Tou know that in Switzerland there are what are 
called glaciers. These are like mountain rivers fix)zen 
down to the very bottom. They have many splits or 
cracks in them, as wide as one of those aisles. Some- 
times travellers slip and fiedl down one of these cracks, 
f^venty, or eighty, or a hundred feet deep. Now, 
mppose a poor man down at the bottom of one of 
those ice cracks. It would be very injurious to him 
if the friends he was trusting io, \a ^e\» \^a£L q\^\a^ 
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no rope long enough to reach him, or strong enough 
to pull him up. 

Now, these different cases are images of our condi- 
tion. Sin has made our souls sick, and it is very 
injurious to have any other god than the Lord, because 
He is the only one who can be our physician, and 
provide the medicine and nursing we need to make 
us well again. Sin has left our souls hungry and 
starving, and it is very injurious to have any other 
god than the Lord, because He alone can give us that 
bread which cometh down from heaven, and which 
can satisfy the cravings of our hungry souls. Sin has 
cast us into a pit more dreadful than any to be found 
among the glaciers of Switzerland. It is very injurious 
to have any other god than the Lord, because He 
only is able to lift us out from this pit. 

Among the many thousands of false gods wor- 
shipped in China, two of the principal are Confucius 
and Buddha.' A Chinese, who had become a Christian, 
made use of this simple but interesting fable or 
allegory to illustrate the difference between Con- 
fucius or Buddha and Jesus Christ. He said : 

A man had fallen into a deep, dark pit. He lay 
on its miry bottom wounded and bleeding, groaning 
piteously, and utterly unable to rise. Confucius, 
walking by, approached the edge of the pit, and said, 
' Poor fellow ! I am very sorry for you. Why were 
you such a fool as to get in there ) Let me give you 
a piece of advice : if you ever get out, don't fall in 
again.' 

' I can't get out,' groaned the unfortunate man. 

A Buddhist priest came by next He leaned over. 
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and gazed awhile at the safifermg man, and said, 
' Poor fellow ! I am very much pained to see you 
there. I think if yon could manage to scramble up 
two-thirds of the way, or even half, I could reach you, 
and lift you up the rest' 

But the man in the pit was entirely helpless. Ho 
could not stand upon his feet, or even move a limb. 

Next Jesus came by. He heard the cries; He 
went to the veiy brink of the pit ; He reached down 
His ahnighty arm ; He took hold of the poor man ; 
He brought him up ' out of the horrible pit and the 
miry clay;' He healed his wounds; He set his feet 
upon a rock, and established his goings, and said unto 
him, ' €ro, and sin no more.' 

This is one way in which it is injurious to have 
any other god than the Lord: U leaves us wUhout 
help. 

The other way is this : it exfposes vs to ma/ny 
troubles. 

We are told in the Bible, 'their sorrows shall be 
greatly multiplied who go after other gods.' And 
we read in another place that 'the dark places of 
the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.' All 
the cruelties of heathen lands result from their 
haying taken other gods than the Lord. Thousands 
of widows have been burned on the funeral piles of 
their husbands; and multitudes of children have 
been buried alive, or been thrown to the wild beasts 
to be devoured ; and all these cruelties have been 
occasioned by having other gods than the Lord. 

Suppose we go to a certain mountain region in 
Lidia^ inhabited by a tribe of ]^i^\^ <^<^^^i^B»sA%. 
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They have another god than the Lord. They 
worship a cruel, bloodthirsty goddess. The people 
think that she loves to prevent their com from 
growing, and to do them all the mischief she can. 
They try to please her, that she may send them good 
crops. They think that she delights in blood. And 
what pleases her most is, not the blood of calves or 
goats, but human blood — the blood of boys and 
girls. Sometimes they steal children, but more 
frequently they buy them, because they fancy that 
their goddess likes those best for whom a price has 
been paid. These are their victims. They take care 
of them, and feed them well, till they grow fat. 
Then, just before the time comes for sowing their 
fields, they hold a festival, and make a sacrifice to 
their goddess. Multitudes of people come together. 
A boy or a girl who has been fattened for the 
occasion is brought out and tied to a tree. Dressed 
in their holiday clothes, the people dance and sing 
around the tree. Presently the priest gives a 
signal ; the people rush upon the poor child with 
sharp knives, and cut off pieces of his quivering flesh, 
which they bury in their fields, to ensure a plentiful 
crop. 

How dreadful this is ! English missionaries are 
trying to stop this horrible work. They have opened 
schools for the reception of the poor children 
rescued from this cruel fate. In the course of two 
years five hv/ndred and forty-seven children were 
snatched from this dreadful death. All this misery 
is caused by having other gods than the Lord. If 
we could have stood in the field where one of these 
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awful sacrifices took place, and have heard the fearful 
screams of the poor child who was thus being cut to 
pieces, ah! then we should have understood how 
very injurious it is to have any other god but the 
Lord. 

But it is not only the heathen who break this 
commandment, and feel the evil of it. All who are 
not Christians have some other god but the Lord. 
And all who do this will be made to feel how very 
injurious it is. When trouble and sorrow come upon 
them, they will have none to comfort them. When 
their sins press upon them as a heavy burden, they 
wiU have none who can give them pardon, and so lift 
off that burden. When they come to die, they will 
have no one to lean on as they go through the dark 
valley. At the judgment seat they will have no 
one to be their friend. In eternity they will have 
nothing to make them happy. And there they 
will be learning, for ever and ever, how sad a thing 
it is to have any other god than the Lord. It is 
very mjtmous. 

The third <md last reason is, that it is vert wicked. 

There are two things about this which show how 
wicked it is. There is robbery in it. And it is not 
robbing our friends, or our relations, or our fellow- 
creatures, or the angels of heaven. Any of these 
would be bad enough ; but this is worse than all 
of them put together. It is robbing God I Our 
affections belong to God. We ought to love Him 
more than any one else ; but if we have some other 
god than the Lord, we don't love Him at alL This 
is robbing Him of our affections. 
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Our praises belong to God. He is worthy to be 
praised. We ought to praise Him continually, for all 
the mercies He bestows upon us. But if we have 
some other god than the Lord, we don't praise Him 
at alL This is robbing Him of the praises which 
belong to Him. 

Our obedience belongs to (^od. He expects us to 
obey Him. It is right that we should do so. Is 
it not right for children to obey their father ) But 
God is our Father, and it is right to obey Him. Is 
it not right for servants to obey their master ) But 
God is our Master, and it is right to obey Him. Is it 
not right for subjects to obey their king ) But Grod 
is our King. He is the great and glorious King of 
angels, as well as of men. He is ' King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.' But if we have any other god than 
the Lord, we do not obey Him; we rob Him of 
the obedience which belongs to Him as our Father, 
our Master, our King. Can anything be more 
wicked than this ) The prophet Malachi asks the 
question, with great surprise : ^ Will a man rob €rod V 
It is dreadful to think of such a thing ! and yet there 
are multitudes of people who do it. We ought to 
have no other gods but the Lord. It is very wicked 
to do so. One reason why it is so wicked is, because 
there is robbery in it. 

But there is another reason why it is very wicked. 
It is so because there is treason in it. Perhaps some 
of you don't know what treason means. In countries 
that are governed by kings, it is considered treason if 
a person tries to kill the king ; or if he unites with 
o^her persons to overturn the government^ and try to 
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set upanother king, this would be considered as treason. 
In this country, where we have no king, if persons 
make war against the government, or if a general 
who has charge of a fort should deliver it up to the 
enemies of his country, that act would be regarded as 
treason. 

For example, all of you who are acquainted with 
the history of the American Bevolution, remember 
reading about Benedict Arnold. He was a general 
in the American army, and a very brave man. In 
the early part of the revolutionary war he fought 
many battles for his country, and gained a great 
deal of honour and glory for himself as a soldier. 
But after awhile he was tried for some misconduct. 
He was found guilty of behaving improperly, and 
ordered to be reproved by General Washington. 
This made him very angry ; and, in order to revenge 
himself he resolved to betray the fortress of West 
Point, on the Hudson Eiver, into the hands of the 
BritidL That was one of the most important forts 
in the country. K he had succeeded, it would have 
been one of tUe very worst things that happened to 
the Americans in all that long war. Arnold had 
written to the general of the English army about it. 
He had agreed to give him a large sum of money 
when they got possession of West Point. The 
arrangements were all made, and just about to be 
executed, when the plot was discovered, and Arnold 
had to escape for his life, and join the British army. 
This act brought great disgrace upon the name of 
Arnold. He is always spoken of as Hhe traitor.' 
The attempt to put a fort belongo^ig \a^ \a& ^^xsssc^v^ 
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into the hands of her enemies was treason. A 
this shows what is meant by saying that there 
treason in having any other god but the Lo: 
Those who do this are acting towards God in ji 
the same way in which Arnold acted towards '. 
country. He had a fort committed to his ca 
which belonged to his country. Nobody had a 
right to that fort but his country. The flag of \ 
country waved over its walls and battlements ; I 
Arnold was willing to see that flag hauled doT 
and the red cross of England unfurled in its pla 
He was willing to give it all over into the hands 
George the Third, the king of England. This v 
his treason. 

But every one of us has a heart, or soul, co 
mitted to his care. This may be compared to \ 
fortress at West Point entrusted to the care 
Arnold. It belongs to God. No one else has a 
right to it. His flag should wave over it ; His 1 
should be obeyed in it. But if we have any one e 
than the Lord for our god, we betray the fortr 
that belongs to Gk)d into the hands of His enemi 
and unfurl the banner of rebellion over it. This 
treason towards God. It is being a traitor to Hi 
It is just acting towards Him as Arnold acl 
towards his country. How dreadful this is to thi 
of ! If General Washington had caught Am< 
after he knew of his treachery, he would have hu 
him on the gallows, like a murderer. Treason is t 
greatest crime that a person can commit against 1 
country. In former times, when a person guilty 
treason was caught^ he was carried to the place 
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execution in an open cart Then he was hung. 
Then his head was cut off, and his body cut up into 
four pieces. This was done to show the greatness of 
his crime. 

And as treason is the greatest crime against our 
country, so it is the greatest sin we can commit 
against our God. Yes, yes, my dear children, it is 
very wicked to have any other gods but the Lord. 
There is rdtbery in it, and there is treason in it. 

Thus we have considered three reasons why we 
should have no other god but the Lord. It is very 
foolish^ very injwriovs^ and very wicked to do so. 

I do not stop to ask if any of you are guilty of this 
great sin. We are all guilty of it till we are con- 
verted and become Christians. K Jesus has not 
changed your hearts, and made you His children, you 
are all guilty of this great sin. You have some other 
god than the Lord. You have surrendered the 
fortress of your heart to the power and authority of 
the enemy of God. You are in rebellion against Him. 
The banner of rebellion is waving over the fortress of 
your heart What will you dol Oh, haul down 
that flag 1 Open your heart to Jesus. He wants you 
to do this. He says, ' Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock : if any man hear my voice, and open unto 
me, I will come in, and sup with him.' Jesus wants 
your heart ; and Satan wants it. Whose shall it be ) 

If you want to know to what country a fort or 
town belongs, you look to the flag that waves over it. 
That shows whose it is. And so it is with our hearts. 
But what are the flags of our hearts? Why, our 
actions. These show whose w© «i^, wA ^^kssoi. ^^ 
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serve. Jesus said, * Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you,* When we do what Jesus 
wants us to do, we hoist His flag. When we do 
wrong, — when we get angry, or break the Sabbath, 
or disobey our parents, — then we hang out Satan's flag. 
Shall he be our msisterl Shall we do his worki 
Shall he be our god? Oh, let us pray for God to 
help us to tear down Satan's flag, and to keep the flag 
of Jesus over us ! In the language of the hymn, let 
us say: 

' Lord, in Thy name appearing, 

We come on bended knee ; 
Oh, teach us how to worship 
Ko other god but Thee 1* 



• i 
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' Thou shalt not make nnto tbee any graven image, or any like- 
ness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : 

' Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for 
I the Lord thy Qod am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me ; 

' And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments.* — Ex. xx. 4-6. 

F you should go to a new school, to which 
you had never been before, one of the first 
questions you would ask your teacher would 
be, What must I do, sir 1 And when your 
teacher had opened the book you were to study, and 
marked out your lesson, the next question you would 
want to ask would be, How must I learn iti Am I 
just to read it over 1 or am I to say it in my own 
words 1 or must I commit it to memory, and say it 
word for word, just as it is in the book 1 fFhat you 
were to learn, and how you were to learn it, would 
be very important questions. 

When God brought the Israelites to Mount Sinai, 
as I told you in the first lesson on the command- 
ments, they were taken, as it were, tft ^ ii^-^n ^'jScl'^^ 



u 

50 THE KlNCrS HIGHWA V. 

God was their teacher. He came down upon the top 
of Mount Sinai, in the midst o( thunder and lightning, 
to teach them. The first lesson they had to learn was 
about worship. JFhcU must we worship) was the 
question. The first commandment answered this. It 
told them they were to worship the Lord their God, 
and no one else. 

Then the next lesson they had to learn was, How 
must we worship the Lord ) The second command- 
ment answers this question. The first commandment 
points out the true object of worship; the second points 
out the true manner of worship. One shows us whom 
we are to worship ; the other shows us Aou; we are to 
worship. 

The second commandment is our subject this after- 
noon. It teaches us how we are to worship God. Now, 
there are two questions that we must try to answer 
in considering this commandment. 

The first question is this, WTiat does this commandr 
ment forbid ? The second is, Why does it forbid this f 

What does this commandment forbid 9 

It forbids the use of images and pictures in om worship. 

Let us see what this commandment says. It says, 
' Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.' 
*• A grmm image ' of old time is the same that wa 
should now call a carved image. A graver then was 
the same as a carver now. And a carver, we know, 
is one who carves or makes images or figures out of 
wood. The figure-heads of men or women or other 
objects that we see on the bows of ships and other 
vessels, are graven or carved images. And so are 
the figures of Indians that we see as signs in front 
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of certain shops. Or the graven image might have 
been made of stone. Then we should call the maker 
of it a sculptor; and we should speak of such an 
image as a statue. A graven image might have been 
made either of wood or stone. 

We often read, too, in the Bible of molten images, 
though they are not mentioned in the commandment 
A molten image was one made out of melted metal, 
such as iron, or brass, or gold, or silver. 

But the commandment speaks of a ' likeness of any 
thing,' as well as of an image. What does it say 
about this ) ' Thou shalt not make unto thee . . . 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth.' 

The likeness here spoken of means a picture or 
painting of an3rthing. Hanging up in the Hall of 
Independence, in Philadelphia, is a painted portrait 
of General Washington. We call this a likeness of 
Washington. In that same hall are portraits of 
William Penn, of Franklin, and Lafayette, and other 
great men, distinguished in the early history of our 
country. These are all called likenesses. 

There is also in that hall a statue of Washington, 
carved out of wood. That is a * graven image ' of 
Washington. But is it wrong to have that ' graven 
image ' or those likenesses there ) Is that breaking 
the second commandment ? No. Does anybody ever 
go there to worship that image of Washington ) No. 
Does anybody ever go into that hall to worship the 
likeness of William Penn % or Lafayette % or Frank- 
lin ) No. This commandment onX^ io\\fi!^ Mi\!ta?nsv% 
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images or likenesses for the purpose of worshipping 
them. It does not forbid us to have images, or 
statues, or paintings, just to look at and admire for 
the beauty of their form, or for the wonderful way in 
which they are made to look like real persons or 
things. 

There is a building in Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, called the 'Academy of Fine Arts.* This 
is full of graven images, and molten images, and 
the likenesses of things in heaven, and things on 
earth, and things in the water under the eartlu 
There are many pieces of beautiful sculpture there ; 
statues or images in plaster, and brass, and marble ; 
and many interesting paintings. But it is not wrong 
to have them, because they are not put or kept 
there for people to worship them, but only to look 
at and admire. And it is only having images or 
pictures to worship that the commandment forbids. 
It is not having them that is forbidden by the com- 
mandment, but making a wrong use of theuL 

But suppose, now, that some one should say to you 
that he believed it was wrong to have images or 
paintings at all, even though they were not wor- 
shipped. And suppose this person should try to 
persuade you to go home and destroy all the images 
or paintings in your dining-rooms, how could you 
prove clearly that he was wrong 1 

Let me show you. The second commandment 

says we must not have images or pictures to worship 

them ; but this does not mean that we are not to 

have them for any other purposes. For in another 

place m the Bible (Deut. iv. 19) God says we must 



THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 53 

not look upon the sun, and the moon, and the stars to 
worship them. Now, is it wrong to hoh at the sun, 
and moon, and stars 1 Of course not Why, we can- 
not help looking at them, unless we pluck our eyes 
out, or keep them shut all the time. Oh no ! they 
are glorious objects. It does us good to look at 
them, and think about them. When you look at a 
beautiful star in the heavens at night, how often you 
are ready to take up those simple words, and say: 

'Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 
How I wonder wliat you are ! ' 

David used often to look up to the stars when he was 
watching his sheep in the fields of Bethlehem ; and 
he felt that it did him good. It was this feeling that 
led him to write the words of that beautiful Psalm 
(viii 3, 4) in which he says : 

* When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hast 
ordained ; what is man, that Thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that Thou visitest him 1 ' Looking 
at the heavens made David feel humbled. And so it 
will help to make anybody feel. People in old time 
carried this feeling so far that when they looked 
upon the sun, and moon, and stars, they worshipped 
them. God forbade the Israelites to do this. But 
nobody is so foolish as to suppose that this is intended 
to forbid people looking at the heavenly bodies for 
any other purpose. And if you admit this, then you 
must admit that the commandment, which forbids our 
having images or paintings for the purpose of wor- 
shipping them, does not forbid our having them for 
other purposes. 
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But when the heathen make images of their gods, 
and then kneel down and worship them, do they 
break this commandment? Yes. And when the 
Roman Catholics make crucifixes, — ^images of the 
Saviour on the cross, — or images of the Virgin Mary, 
or pictures of the saints, and bow down before them 
in worship, is this breaking the second command- 
ment % Yes. 

Those who pray to the Virgin and the saints think 
that they will be more ready to hear their prayers 
than the blessed Saviour Himself; but is not this a 
great mistake 1 

A Eomish priest was once talking to a clever boy 
belonging to his parish, who had been attending a 
Protestant school in the neighbourhood. The priest 
tried to persuade him to give up his Testament, and 
pray to the Virgin to take care of him and keep him 
from danger and harm. 

* Plase, your riverence,' said the boy, ' I rade in 
the Gospel that when the Virgin was on earth, in 
going home from Jerusalem she lost her son. She 
couldn't tell where he had gone, and was three days 
before she found him. Now, if she couldn't take 
better care than that of her own child, who was so 
near to her, faith, and I'm thinking it's mighty leetle 
care she'll take of me, who am so far away from 
herT 

There was a Scotch nobleman once who was a 
Eoman Catholic. He was very rich, but lived a 
retired life, and left the management of his affairs 
very much in the hands of his steward and other 
servants. One of his tenants, named Donald, was a 
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pious Protestant He rented a farm from the noble- 
man, on which his forefathers had lived above two 
hundred years. The lease by which he held the 
farm was on the point of expiring, and the steward 
refused to allow Donald to renew it, intending to give 
it to a friend of his own. Poor Donald was greatly 
distressed at the thought of being turned out from 
his home. He tried every argument in his power to 
induce the steward to let him remain on the farm, 
but in vain. At last he resolved to make the case 
known to his lordship himself, feeling sure that he 
would grant his request. But when he applied at the 
castle door he was sent away, the steward having 
given orders that he was not to be admitted. 

Donald was almost in despair. Finally, however, 
he resolved upon a bold step. He climbed over the 
garden wall, and, entering a private door, made his 
way unobserved towards the apartments of the 
nobleman. As he drew nea^r he heard his lordship's 
voice engaged in prayer. He waited till he should 
conclude, and while doing so distinctly heard him 
pleading earnestly with the Virgin Mary and St. 
Francis to intercede with the Father and Son in his 
behalf. 

After the voice ceased Donald knocked gently at 
the door, and was admitted. He told the simple tale 
of his distress. The kind-hearted nobleman was 
much affected by his statement He assured him at 
once that his lease should be renewed, and himself 
and family protected from the resentment of the 
steward. Donald was delighted with the success of 
his plan. He poured forth his warmest lV^».\^^\j^\:^ 
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generous benefactor, and was about to take his de- 
parture, when a feeling of anxiety for his gracious 
patron took possession of his mind, and he thought 
he would try and speak a word to him that, by Qod's 
blessing, might do hun good. 

* My lord,' said he, * I have been a bold man in 
venturing into your presence, but you have forgiven 
me, and saved me and my family from ruin ; I would 
again be a bold man, and speak a word by your lord- 
ship's permission.' 

* Well, Donald, speak out,' said the nobleman. 

* My lord,' replied Donald, * as I stood waiting at 
your door, I heard you praying, with great earnest- 
ness, to the Virgin Mary and St. Francis ; you 
seemed to be very unhappy. Now, my lord, forgive 
me, but I cannot help thinking that the Virgin Mary 
and St. Francis will do you but little good. I should 
have been a ruined man if I had trusted to your ser- 
vants. I came direct to your lordship, and you heard 
me. Now, if you would but leave the Virgin Mary 
and St. Francis, who, I am convinced, will do no 
more for you than your steward would for me, and 
just go directly to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
and pray for what you need. He will hear you and 
grant you the desires of your heart ; for He has said 
in His word, '^ Him that cometh unto me I will in 
no wise cast out." ' 

We are not told what the effect of Donald's appeal 
was, but certainly his argument was a good one ; and 
we may hope that it led the nobleman to see the folly 
of applying to the servants when he might go at 
once to the Master, the folly of praying to the saints 
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when he had the privilege of praying to Jesus, the 
Lord of all the saints. 

Thus I have tried to answer the first question. 
What does this commandment forbid % 

It forbids the use of images or pktwres in our worship. 

We now come to the second question. This is, 
Why does the cornmomdinefni forhvd this i 

The reason or cause begins with the word ^for* in 
the commandment. God says, ' Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, etc., for (or because) I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me ; 
and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love 
me and keep my commandments.' 

Now, when we come to look at this part of the com- 
mandm€fnt, we find there are three reasons in it. The 
first reason why we are not to use images and pictures 
in our worship is, became the Lord is a jealous God, 

The Bible speaks to us of God as if He were like 
ourselves. And the reason of this is, that we could 
not understand what was said of Him if it spoke 
about Him in any other way. For instance, in one 
place in the Bible God says that 'all day long He has 
stretched out His hands to His people.' But has God 
any hands 1 No. But if you want to invite a child 
tofwards you, you stretch out your hands and say 
* Gome.' This is an inviting act. It shows that you 
want the child to come to you. And so when God 
wants His people to come to Him, He says He 
stretches out His hands. 

In another place in the Bible QoA. 8;^ak& oi y^\^>^% 
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His ' everlasting amis' about His people. But has 
Grod any arms 1 No. But when a mother puts her 
arms around her child she does it to show her love 
and care for it, and her desire to protect it from harm. 
And so when Grod would show how He loves and 
cares for His people, and intends to protect them. He 
speaks of putting His everlasting arms about thenL 

There is a passage in the Bible which tells us that 
* the eyes of the Lord are in every place.' Now, has 
God any eyesi No. But when we say that our eye 
is in a certain place, or on a certain thing, we mean to 
say that we know about that place or thing. For 
instance, my eye is on that pew ; I know who are in 
it. My eye is on that door; I know if any one 
comes in or goes out. My eye is on that boy or that 
girl ; I know what he or she is doing. And so when 
we read that God's eye is ' in every place,' it means 
that He knows all that is done in every place. 

The Bible sometimes speaks of God as being angry. 
Now, God is never really angry. But He acts in a 
similar way to that in which men act when they are 
angry ; and there is no other way in which we can 
understand this than by saying that He is angry. 
Here, for example, is a little boy who tells a lia His 
father hears of it. He is angry, and punishes the boy. 
So when God punishes His people for their sins. He 
acts in the same way in which a man acts when he is 
angry ; and we can only understand it by saying that 
He is angry. 

And just so in this commandment the Lord is 
spoken of as ' a jealous God.' This means that God 
feels and acts very much as men do when they are 
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jealous. Now, there are two kinds of jealousy. One 
is a wrong feeling, the other is right. 

For instance, here is a little girl, four or five years 
old. She is the only child in the family. She is 
loved and petted greatly by her parents. After a 
while a dear little baby comes into that family. But 
instead of loving it, the little girl hates it, and wishes 
it was away. She can't bear to think that her parents 
should love any one but herself. She is jealous of the 
baby. But this is a wrong sort of jealousy. It is a 
mean, wicked feeling. God is never jealous in this way. 

There is another sort of jealousy. It is a good and 
right feeling. I wonder if I can show you just what 
it is. Let me try. 

Suppose, for instance, you were the king of a large 
island. You love your people very much, and they 
love you. They are all happy and prosperous. And 
suppose that a wicked, good-for-nothing man should 
come to your island, and try to steal away the affections 
of your people, and persuade them to make him king 
instead of you. He wants to take away your king- 
dom, and rob and ruin your people. Now you might 
very well feel uncomfortable about this man. This 
feeling would be jealousy. It would be a right kind 
of jealousy. And it would lead you to do two things. 
You would waidi him very closely. With the eye of 
a lynx you would follow him in all his movements. 
And if you caught him actually trying to draw off the 
affections of your people from you, and stir them up 
to rebellion, oh, then you would, if in your power, 
punish him how severely ! 

This is something like the feeling in <aQ&>«\£L^*^^ 
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commandment calls jealousy. God is a great King. 
All His willing subjects are happy. Satan is the 
wicked, worthless being who is trying to take His 
place and overturn His government. One of the 
ways in which he attempts to do this is by drawing 
men into idolatry. Where he can't succeed in getting 
men to practise open idolatry, by giving up the 
worship of Gk)d altogether, he tries to get as near this 
as he can by persuading them to use images and 
pictures in their worship. He knows that this is 
contrary to Grod's commandment. He knows it is 
very displeasing to God. He knows that all who use 
these images and pictures are doing his (i,e, Satan's) 
work, and helping to make him king instead of God. 
Hence God is jealous of Satan and his efforts. He 
watches him narrowly, and all who try to help him. He 
feels hurt when people lend their influence to Satan, 
His great enemy, and our enemy. And it is right 
for Him to feel so. And He is not only quick to see, 
but strong to punish all who help Satan in this matter. 

The commandment forbids us to use images or 
pictures in our worship, because the Lord is a jeaUms 
God, This is the first reason. 

The second reason is, because if we break GocFs com- 
mandments, others besides ourselves must suffer from it, 

God says He visits *the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration of them that hate Him.' This does not mean 
that the souls of children are lost on account of their 
fathers' sins ; but it means that sin is such a dreadful 
thing, that if we commit it, it will bring suffering 
upon others as well as on ourselves in this life. This 
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is God's law. No person can alter it, any more than 
they can make the sun rise in the west and set in 
the east. 

There is a little infant six months old. It has the 
convulsions. See how wildly its little eyes roll ! See 
how it foams at the mouth ! It struggles, and groans, 
and dies. Poor little thing ! How did it come to 
suffer so ) Had it ever committed any sin 1 No ; it 
was too young for that. Then what occasioned its 
sufferings 1 The sin of Adam, committed six thousand 
years before, was the cause of it. This is very fearful. 
You ask me to explain it. I cannot do it No one 
can explain it. And yet no one can deny it. Some 
people find fault with this law. But God is wiser 
than maa He knows best what laws to maka We 
see just the same kind of laws in other things, and 
nobody thinks of finding fault with these. 

For instance, suppose I own a house in the middle 
of a row of other houses. Well, my house is old, and 
overrun with rats and vermin. I have made up my 
mind to make a bonfire of it, and bum it down. I 
kindle a fire in the midst of it, and very soon it is all 
in a blaze. Now, when the fire has done burning my 
house, will it stop 1 Ah, no ; it will spread to the 
house next door, and then to the next, till the whole 
row is in flames. God has made it the law of fire to 
spread. Once kindle a flame, and no one can tell how 
soon it will stop. This is the law of fire. But have 
we any right to complain % No. It is a good law ; 
it is the best law that can be made ; but it teaches us 
to be careful how we kindle fires. 

Suppose a man takes a keg of g\xir^Q\^&<^\\s^<^>^^ 
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midst of a room full of people. He says he is tired of 
living, and wants to kill himself. Then he lights a 
match and thrusts it into the powder. Will it just 
kill him only without others 1 No ; the dreadful ex- 
plosion will blow them all up together. It is the law 
Gk)d has made for gunpowder to explode in that way. 
But have we any right to complain of this law ? No. 
It is a good law. Powder would be of no use without 
it. But it shows us how careful we should be about 
letting sparks fall into gunpowder. 

Suppose you throw a stone into the air, what will 
become of it 1 It will fall to the ground. That is the 
law Grod has made for stones and heavy bodies. It is 
a very good law. Suppose we were on the top of one 
of the high mountains in Switzerland. A great many 
people are climbing up the steep side of the mountain. 
Now, if we loosen a great mass of rock, and send it 
rushing down the side of the mountain, will it stop 
when it gets near the people 1 No; it will go thunder- 
ing on, crushing and tearing everything before it But 
have we any right to complain that Grod has made it 
the law of heavy bodies to fall % No ; but knowing 
this law, we ought to be very careful how we loosen 
great rocks, and throw them down from the tops of 
mountains. And it is just so with sin. Like fire, it 
spreads, and rages, and bums more than those who 
kindle it expected? Like powder, it explodes with 
terrible effect, and injures others than those who 
dropped the spark into it. Like the rock loosened 
from the mountain top, it is very hard to stop, and 
will crush all in its path. God has made this to be 
the Jaw of sin^ to show us how dreadful a thing it is, 
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and to make as afraid of breaking His commandments, 
because it will bring evil on others as well as on our- 
selves. 

This is the second reason why God's law forbids us 
to use images or pictures in our worship : ii brings 
evU on others as weU as on ourselves. 

Bui there is a third reason why the commandment 
forbids this, namely, because U wUl bring blessings on 
others as weU as ourselves if we mind U. 

We read here that the Lord * showeth mercy to 
thousands of those who love Him and keep His com- 
mandments.' 

Look at good King David. He loved and served 
God faithfully; and hundreds of years after he was 
dead and buried, Gk>d spared the people of Israel 
many a time when they deserved to be punished, and 
heaped blessings upon them for the sake of David. 

Look at Joseph. You know how God blessed 
Potiphar and his house, and the keeper of the prison, 
and Pharaoh upon his throne, and all the land of 
Egypt, for the sake of Joseph. 

And look at Abraham. He kept GU)d's command- 
ments. God told him to offer up his darling son 
Isaac for a burnt-offering. He went away imme- 
diately to do it. Gk)d blessed him for this, and 
promised to bless all the world through him on 
account of ik It is about four thousand years since 
Abraham obeyed God in this way. And yet we here 
in this church to-day are sharing in that blessing. 
Jesus, our glorious Saviour, was Abraham's son, and 
all .the blessings that Jesus brings us come through 
Abraham's obedience. And in the 8am<& ^^.^ Q^^ ^«r^ 
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bless others throngli us, if we keep His command- 
ments. What a strong motive this isl Why, we 
read of persons being willing to suffer the greatest 
evils for the sake of doing good to others. 

In the battle of Sempach, fought between the 
Austrians and the Swiss, before the use of fire-arms, a 
brave Swiss soldier, whose name was Arnold Winkel- 
reid, nobly sacrificed his life for the sake of his 
country. The Swiss army was very small, and that 
of the Austrians very large. The Austrian front pre- 
sented such an unbroken ridge of spears, that the 
Swiss soldiers could not get at their enemies. So 
Arnold told his comrades to follow him, and he would 
open for them a way to victory. He then rushed up 
to the Austrian front, and grasping as many spears as 
he could reach with his outstretched arms, they were 
thrust into his body; and as he sank down to the 
earth, pierced through by all those spears, the Swiss 
soldiers pressed into the opening thus made, and 
gained the victory. 

* " Make way for Uberty I " he cried ; 
Make way for liberty, and died.' 

Arnold Winkelreid laid down his life for the sake 
of securing blessings for his country. 

You know that in Holland there are large parts 
of the country that lie below the level of the sea. 
The people in those parts build great walls or 
banks of earth, to keep the water from overflowing 
the country. These banks are called dykes. Some- 
times these dykes give way, and then the water 
rushes in and overflows the country, destroying much 
property and many lives. 
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One night a little boy in Holland was returning 
home from a village to which he had been sent by 
his father on an errand. As he was walking along 
he saw a little hole in the dyke, through which the 
water was beginning to run. The hole was so small 
that he could just cover it with his hand. He knew 
that if it was left till morning the bank would be 
washed away, and the sea would rush through and 
drown all the village. He was even afraid that, if 
he left it till he ran to the village and back again, 
the opening made might be too great to stop till 
much damage had been done. So he resolved to 
stay there and keep his hand over the hole till some- 
body came by whom he could send to tell the vil- 
lagers of their danger. Then he took his stand on 
the dyke, and kept his hand over the place, and 
waited patiently for somebody to come. But no one 
came. The shades of evem'ng gathered round ; the 
darkness of night settled upon him: still no one 
came. Hour after hour rolled slowly away, and 
there the brave boy stood manfully at his post. 
In cold and darkness, wet, tired, and shivering, he 
remained there, stoutly pressing his hand against 
the dangerous place. All night he remained in that 
position. At last the morning broke. A clergyman 
walking on the dyke heard a groan, and looked 
round to see where it came from. 

* What are you doing there, my child f he asked, 
seeing the boy, and surprised at his strange position. 

'I am keeping the water back, sir, and saving 
the village from being drowned,' said the boy, with 
lips so benumbed with cold that he c/ovM. \sax^^ 
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speak. The astonished minister took the boy's place, 
and sent him to tell the villagers. They came and 
stopped the breach. Thus the boy at the dyke was 
willing to suffer all night for the sake of doing good 
to his friends and neighboui's. 

Let me tell you one more story to illustrate this 
part of the subject before I close. The circumstance 
I am going to tell you took place about twenty years 
ago, at a village called Bagenbach, in Grermany. One 
afternoon a great number of the village people were 
assembled in the large room of the inn. There was 
only one door to the room, and that stood open. 
The village blacksmith — a good-natured, pious, 
brave-hearted man — sat near the door, talking 
pleasantly with some of his neighbours in the 
room. 

All at once a large dog came and stood right in the 
door. He was a great, powerful beast, with a fierce, 
frightful look. His head hung down, his eyes were 
bloodshot, his great red tongue hung half out of his 
mouth, and his tail was dropped between his legs. As 
soon as the keeper of the inn saw him he turned pale, 
and exclaimed, ' Mercy on us, the dog is madl' Then 
the women screamed, and there was great confusion 
in the room. There was no way out but by the door 
in which the dog stood, and no one could pass him 
without being bitten. 

'Stand back, my friends,' cried the brave smith, 
Uill I seize the dog; then hurry out while I hold 
him. Better for one to perish than for all.' 

As he said this he seized the foaming beast with 
an iron grasp, and dashed him on the floor. Then a 
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terrible straggle followed. The dog bit furiously on 
every side, in a most frightful manner. His long 
teeth tore the arms and thighs of the heroic smith, 
but he would not let go his hold. Unmindful of the 
great pain it caused, and the horrible death which he 
knew must follow, with the grasp of a giant he held 
down the snapping, biting, howling brute, till all his 
friends had escaped in safety. Then he flung the 
half-strangled beast from him against the wall, and, 
dripping with blood and venomous foam, he left the 
room and locked the door. The dog was shot 
through the window; but what was to become of 
the brave but unfortunate smith % 

The friends whose lives he had saved at the 
expense of his own stood round him weeping. ' Be 
quiet, my friends,' he said ; * don't weep tor me ; I've 
only done my duty. When I am dead, think of me 
with love ; and now pray for me that God will not 
let me suffer long, or too much. I know I shall 
become mad, but I will take care that no harm comes 
to you through me.' 

Then he went to his shop. He took a strong 
chain. One end of it he riveted with his own hands 
round his body ; the other end he fastened round the 
anvil, so strongly that no earthly power could loose 
it. Then he looked round on his friends and said : 

*Now it's done. You are all safe. I can't hurt 
you. Bring me food while I am well, and keep out 
of my reach when I am mad. The rest I leave with 
God.' 

Nothing could save the brave smith. Soon mad- 
ness seized him, and after nine day^ \i& ^^^ ^\^S)^ 
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a noble fellow ! What a real hero that was ! He 
was willing to endure all this for the sake of securing 
blessings for his friends. 

But there is one example better than any of these. 
Think of Jesus. He suffered for more than thirty 
years — He suffered in the garden — He suffered on the 
cross — ^that He might secure rich and everlasting 
blessings for poor sinners such as we are. When we 
think of Jesus, Arnold Winkelreid, the boy at the 
dyke, the smith of Eagenbach, and all other examples 
fade away like the stars before the sun. 

The third reason why the commandment forbids 
the worship of images is, lecause minding it will bring 
blessings on otherSy as well as on ourselves. 

Now, we have had two questions before us : what 
does this commandment forbid ? and why does it forbid 
it ? Under the second question we have had three 
reasons : the first reason is, because God is a jealous 
God; the second is, because others beside ourselves must 
suffer if we don't mind ; and the third is, because it vMl 
Inmg blessings on others beside ourselves if we do mind. 

And now, my dear children, I want each one of 
you to ask yourself this question : How can I do the 
greatest good to myself — to my parents — ^to my 
brothers and sisters — ^to my country — and to the 
world % The answer is very short. It is by loving 
Jesus, and keeping His commandments. But you 
never can do this in your own strength. No. But 
if you ask Jesus to give you the help of His grace 
and Spirit, then you will be able to love Him, and 
keep His commandments, and thus secure the 
l^eatest blessings for yourselves and others. 



IV. 



C|^^ C&irir €ommutibmtnt 




* Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in 
vain.'— Ex. xx. 7. 

HAT do oak trees come from ? Acorns. 
Yes, we have all read that * tall oaks 
from little acoms grow.' But if you plant 
an acorn in the ground to-day, will you find 
an oak tree there to-morrow ? No ; it takes the oak 
a great many years to grow. And so when the 
farmer sows his field with wheat, it takes it a good 
while to grow. It springs up gradually. There is 
* first the blade, then the ear, afterwards the full com 
in the ear.' So the river is made up of the drops 
which the rills roll into it ; and the ocean is made 
up of what the rivers pour into it. 

* What are you boys good for V asked a gentleman 
one day of some little fellows who were playing at 
the comer of the street. One of them looked up to 
him with an air of importance, and said, * We are 
good to make men of, sir.' Yes, the tiny baby in 
time grows to be a big boy ; and the big boy after 
a while grows to be a man. And so there is growth 
in everything. When we look at a. tree, there ei^ 
first the roots, then the trunk, \J[1!^tl >3Ckft Xst^a.^'^e^^ 
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and then the leaves and fruit. Yoa cannot haye the 
leaves without the Ininchea. Ton cannot have the 
blanches without the trunk. Yoa cannot have the 
trunk without the roots. Order and connection like 
this we find in all that God does. 

Something of this same kind we see in die com- 
mandments. There is a beautiful order in theuL 
You know we have had two commandments already ; 
and if you examine them, you will find that these 
two commandments begin with teaching us how we 
ought to fed towards God. Then this third com- 
mandment teaches us how we ou^t to ^peak about 
€rod; then the others are occufned in showing us 
how we ought to ad towards Him and towards oar 
fellow-creatures. 

What are the words of the fkird commandment t 
* Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh His name in vain.' 

Now, there are three questions to be answered in 
considering this commandment The fird question is, 
JFhaiismeanilnfGo^s namef The second question is. 
Haw is this name taken in wdnf The tUrd question 
is. Why should ve not do thist 

Ourfirdquestionis, UluUismeanilnfthenameofGodf 

If I were speaking to a congr^adon of grown 
persons, I diould say that God's name means His 
tiHes and attributes. I will say the same to yon ; and 
I think you can understand what I mean by His tides 
and attributes. 

But what is a title or name t It is the word by 
mUeA s thing ia known. 
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Suppose 70a had never seen a flower. I bring a 
large, beaatifol one to show you. It has a multitude 
of leaves, all growing closely together. Its fragrance 
is delightful; you seem as if you would never be 
tired of smelling it. Its colour is a deep red or 
crimson. I write the title of the flower under it — 
r-o-s^. The flower is a rose. That is its name. 
Whenever you see that word you wiU know that 
it stands for that beautiful, fine-coloured, fragrant 
flower. 

And so every word used in the Bible to stand for 
God is meant as His name. We find a great many 
words of this kind. Among them are these : Lord — 
Gk)d — ^Almighty — Creator — Maker — Jehovah — Jesus 
— ^Preserver — ^Redeemer — King of kings, and so fortL 
The commandment means any or all of these when it 
speaks of the name of God. These are His names or 
titles. 

But there was another word that I said was meant 
by the name of God besides the word tUles, What 
is that t His aUribuUs. 

An attribute is something that belongs to a person 
or thing, and forms a part of his character or natura 
For instance, did you ever taste the water from the 
sea f How does it taste t Salt % Yes. Hence it is 
always called salt water. It belongs to sea water to 
be salt. That is a part of its nature. Saltness is an 
attribute or quality of sea water. I am sure I need 
not ask you if you ever tasted sugar. Everybody 
has. And how does it taste % Sweet t Yes. It 
belongs to sugar to be sweet. It ia «i ^^x^^ ^1 ^ 
nature, Sweetneaa is an attribute ot cjOLsiSte^ ^i «Q.^a, 
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And so the attributes of God are the things that 
belong to Him and form part of His nature. Thus, 
wisdom belongs to God. That is one of His attributes. 
Power belongs to Grod. That is another of His 
attributes. And so goodness, mercy, love, and the 
like are all attributes of God. They belong to His 
nature. 

We read in the Bible that once when Moses was 
on earth he wanted to see God. God told him that 
he could not see His face, because it would kill him 
to do that ; but God said He would teach Moses His 
name, and show him a little of His glory, — ^about as 
much as he could bear without hurting him. So He 
put Moses in a cleft or hollow place of a rock, on the 
side of a mountain, and covered him with His hand, 
so that he could just get a peep or glimpse of His 
glory as He passed by ; and while He was going by, 
this was the way in which God spelled out or spoke 
His own name, * I am the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin.' This is God's name. It is made up, you see, 
of titles and attributes. The tUles are Lord and God. 
The aitribides are mercy, grace, forgiveness God's 
name means His titles and His attributes What 
does it mean 1 His titles and attributes. This is the 
first question we were to consider. 

And now we come to ow second question: How is 
God^s name taken m vain ? This may be done in three 
ways. 

We take God!s nams in vain when we use it lightly 
or without thinking. 

When we do anything to the name oi ^^ex^^u^ it 
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is just the same as doing it to the person himsel£ 
A great many years ago, when James the First was 
king of England, some wicked people formed a plot 
or conspiracy to destroy the king and queen, the 
royal family, and members of Parliament, all at onca 
They intended to do it in this way : they hired the 
cellar under the Parliament house ; then they put a 
great number of barrels of gunpowder in the cellar. 
These were all covered over with firewood, so as not 
to be discovered. Then they hired a miserable fellow, 
whose name was Guy Fawkes, to fix a train to the 
powder, and, at a time appointed, to go into the 
cellar with a dark lantern and matches, and blow up 
the whole house of Parliament, with all who were in 
it together. Everything was ready for the execution 
of this horrible plot. The 5th of November was the 
day fixed upon for the dreadful deed, but in the 
good providence of God it was discovered in time to 
prevent it. 

The very night before the explosion was to take 
place, Guy Fawkes was found in the cellar, ready to 
set fire to the powder the next day. He was ts^en 
prisoner, and executed. Ever since that time the 
boys in England keep the 5th of November as a sort 
of holiday. I remember, when a boy there, having 
fine fun on those day& We used to make what is 
called an efSgy, or stuffed figure of a man, and call it 
Guy Fawkes. Then in the evening we would have a 
procession, and march round with old Guy at the 
head of it hanging from a pole. When we got 
through marching, we used to make a great bon- 
fire, and pitch Gay into it \ asid ^\^<^ \l^ ^^s^ 
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burning up, we stood round the fire and sung these 
words: 

' Remember, remember the fifth of November ; 
The gnnpowder plot shall never be forgot. 
As long as Old England stands on this spot.* 

In treating the name and figure of Guy Fawkes in 
this way, the boys in England show how they feel 
towards his person or character. 

And so God regards our treatment of His name as 
if it were our treatment of His person. 

Suppose that Jesus should come personally into the 
midst of us in all the glory of His heavenly state, 
or just as the disciples saw Him on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, should we venture to speak to Him 
in the same familiar way in which we speak to our 
inthnate companions 1 Certainly not. We could not 
dare to do it. The majesty of His appearance would 
overpower us with awe and reverence. If we did 
anything at all, it would be to fall down before Him, 
and say, each one for himself, with the apostle 
Thomas, * My Lord and my God ! ' 

Well, we should treat His name as we would treat 
His person. When we read His name in the Bible 
or elsewhere, or when we use it in singing or prayer, 
we should think how great and glorious He is, and 
use it with reverence. 

I remember reading about a good man once who 
made it a rule always to pause and look up before he 
spoke the name of God ; but we often hear children, 
and men and women too, speak of God's holy name 
as lightly as they would speak of their own name or 
the name of a fellow-creatuxci. TYna \a \erj -wcon^ 
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It is taking God's name in vain to t(^ i^ UghHy and 
wUhonitkinking. 

It is taking this name in vain when we use U 
FAiBBLYy or speak what is not true in earmeciion with it. 

Suppose we are attending a trial in one of our 
courts of justice. A person is called up as a witness 
— ^that iSy he is required to tell what he knows about 
the case on trial Of course it is very important that 
he should speak the trutL In order to make him 
more careful about what he says, he is put on his 
oath. I mean by this, the person is required to stand 
up ; then he lifts his hand towards heaven, and says 
something like this : ^ I do solemnly swear, or affirm, 
that in what I am going to say I will speak the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth ; 
so help me Qod.' These are very solemn words for 
one to use who knows that God will bring him into 
judgment for every idle or fsdse word spoken. The 
person who takes this oath really prays for God to 
punish him if he do not tell the truth. To say what 
is not true, after taking this oath, is to break this 
commandment. It is taking God's name in vain to 
use it falsdy, or to say what is not true in connection 
with it 

But we break this commandment also when we use 
God^s name profanelt. 

This refers to cursing and swearing by this name. 
You all know what this means. You hear this done 
continually in the streets. 

Wicked men and boys swear awfully by the name 
of the great and holy GU)d who made them, and who 
preserves tham continually. How d^oaA^ XSo^ S&\ 
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It is enough to make the flesh creep upon one's bones, 
and the blood run cold in one's veins, to hear the 
shocking way in which sinful men will use the name 
of that great Being, before whom we are told that the 
angels veil their faces, and in whose presence they 
bow down in solenm reverenca This is the chief 
thing to which the commandment refers. To speak 
lightly or falsely of (rod's name is to break this 
commandment ; but it is especially so to speak pro- 
fanely of it. 

Thus we have considered the first two questions 
that were asked. We have seen tchat the name of God 
Tneans. It means His titles or attrHmtes. We have 
seen, also, when this name is taken in vain. It is so 
taken when we speak lighUy of it, when we speak 
falsely of it, and when we speak profanely of it. 

fFe have now to consider ow third question; Why 
should we not take this name in vain ? 

To break this commandment is a great sin ; yet it 
is a very common sin. What a multitude of swearers 
there are ! The Bible tells us that ' because of 
swearing the land moumeth ' (Jer. xxiiL 10). If we 
love our country, and want to see it prosper, we must 
be convinced of the great evil of this habit of swear- 
ing, and not only keep free from it ourselves, but 
also try all we can to keep others from it. For this 
cause I will dwell longer on this last question than 
on either of the others. I wish to mention five reasons 
why we should not be guilty of taking God's name in 
vain. Try and remember them. 

JFe shoidd not do it, because it is useless. 

There are some sins which people commit because 



THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. 77 

they find some use in it. If a poor fellow is hungry, 
and almost starving, and he steals a loaf of bread to 
satisfy his hunger, and keep him from starving, you 
can hardly blame him. At any rate, you feel dis- 
posed to excuse him. His hunger is some apology. 
He did wrong to steal, yet there was some apology 
for him. He had an object to gain. There was use 
in what he did. 

Or, suppose a man is selling a lot of goods. If he 
tell the truth about them, he will only get ten pounds 
for them ; but if he tell a lie, and stick to it, he may 
perhaps get twenty pounds for them. That would 
be a great temptation with many people to tell the 
lie. But it would not make it right. Nothing can 
make it right to tell a lie. And if a man should 
make five hundred pounds by a single lie, he would 
gain more in the long run by telling the truth. No 
lie prospers. * Honesty is the best policy.' But if a 
man found he could make fifty or a hundred pounds 
by telling a lie, he might say there was some use in it. 
But what use is there in swearing? Who ever made 
anything by \t% Who ever thinks any better of a 
man for hearing him swear ? None can think better^ 
but a great many will think worse, of him who allows 
himself to swear. 

Good old Bishop Griswold used to say that when 
men go a fishing they always put some bait on their 
hooks; but when Satan tempts men to swear, he 
throws out a hook without any bait on it, and swearers 
are foolish enough to be caught by it. 

The good John Howard was once going out into 
the street. As he reached the door \\a \i<^!wt4L ^•crssssk 
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dreadful oaths from several men coming down the 
street. He immediately buttoned up his pocket, and 
said to those who stood near him, ' I always do this 
whenever I hear men swear ; for I think that any one 
who can take God's name in vain, can steal, or do 
anything else that is bad.' 

It used to be thought that swearing, if usefiil no- 
where else, was so at least on board ship. Captains 
and officers used to think that it was impossible to 
keep men in order on board of a ship without swearing 
at them. But this was a great mistake. 

A pious captain was once appointed to the com- 
mand of a British ship of war. When he went on 
board, before the ship sailed, he called all the crew to 
him on deck, and said to them : ' My lads, there is 
one law I wish to make, and which I am very anxious 
to have kept. It is a favour which I will ask of you, 
and which as a British officer I expect will be 
granted by a crew of British sailors. What do you 
say, my lads? are you willing to grant your new 
captain one favour V * Ay, ay, sir,' cried all hands ; 
'let's know what it is.' 

' Well, my lads, it's this : you mnst allow me to 
swear the^r^^ oath in this ship. No one on board 
must swear an oath before I do ; I am determined to 
swear the first oath on board. What say you, my 
lads; will you grant me this favour?' The sailors 
stood and stared at one another for a moment, quite 
at a loss what to say. As one of them afterwards 
said, *They were taken all aback;' or as another 
expressed it, * They were brought up all standing.' 
But the request was so reasonable, and the captain's 
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manner so kind and pleasant, that they couldn't think 
of refusing. Directly, with a general burst, the crew 
exclaimed, * Ay, ay, sir.' Then some one proposed 
' Three cheers for the captain.' In a minute ofif went 
the tarpaulins, and 'Hurrah! hurrah! hurrah!' 
went sounding out right merrily from the decks of 
that man-of-war. Swearing was abolished on board 
that ship. They found it was of no use. And if it 
is not necessary on shipboard, it is not necessary 
anywhera We ought not to take God's name in 
vain, because it is useless. 

We mghi not to do U, agaiuy because ii is cowardly. 

It is a mean thing to do and say behind a person's 
back what you would be a&aid to do or say before 
his face. Everybody admits this. But you may ask, 
What has this to do with swearing 1 Can any one 
swear behind God's back, or where He will not hear 
it 1 Of course not. God is in every place, seeing and 
hearing all that is done or said. But swearers don't 
think of this. They don't believe it. They feel as if 
they were out of sight and hearing of Grod, as if they 
were behind His back, or else they would be afraid 
to swear. This shows that it is cowardly in them. 
I know that men and boys sometimes feel as if it were 
a brave thing to swear. But it is not. It is a mean, 
cowardly thing. 

You remember what took place when God came 
down on the top of Mount Sinai and gave these com- 
mandments to Moses. Dark clouds covered all the 
top of the mountain. An angel's trumpet was heard 
in the midst of the clouds. It sounded long and 
loud. The mountain shook and trembled^ as if it ^«& 
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afraid. Lightnings flashed, and thunders rolled out 
from those clouds. How awful it must have been ! 
Now, do you suppose that the vilest swearer in the 
land would have been willing to go and stand at the 
foot of that mountain, and, while it was trembling 
under his feet, with the lightnings flashing and the 
thunders rolling around him, there deliberately curse 
and swear by the name of Godi No. He would 
have been afraid. Why? Because he would have 
felt himself to be in the presence of God. Then why 
is not such a man afraid to swear at other times? 
Because he does not feel that he is in the presence of 
God. He feels as if God were absent, and he is will- 
ing to do behind His back, as it were, what he would 
be afraid to do before His face. But this is cowardly. 

A gentleman once heard a labouring man swearing 
dreadfully in the presence of a number of his com- 
panions. He told him it was a cowardly thing to 
swear so in company with others, when he dared not 
do it by himself. The man said he wasn't afraid to 
swear at any time or in any place. * I'll give you two 
pounds,' said the gentleman, * if you will go into the 
village graveyard, at twelve o'clock to-night, and swear 
the same oaths you have just uttered here, when you 
are (done with God.* 

'Agreed,' said the man. *It's an easy way of 
earning two pounds.' 

* Well, you come to me to-morrow, and say you 
have done it, and the money is yours.' 

The time passed on. The hour of midnight came. 
The man went to the graveyard. It was a night of 
pitchy darkness. As he entered the graveyard, not a 
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sound was heard. All was as still as deatL Then 
the gentleman's words — * a/ow6 vMh God* — came over 
him with wonderful power. The thought of the 
wickedness of what he had been doing, and what he 
had come there to do, darted across his mind like the 
lightning's flash. He trembled at his folly. Afraid 
to take another step, he fell upon his knees, and 
instead of the dreadful oaths he came to utter, the 
earnest cry went up, 'God be merciful to me a 
sinner.' The next day he went to the gentleman and 
thanked him for what he had done, and said he had 
resolved never to swear another oath as long as he 
lived. 

We ought not to take God's name in vain, because 
it is cowa/rdly. 

We ought not to do it, again, because it is vulgar. 

It is contrary to good manners. Beally polite 
people will not do it. The poet Cowper once wrote 
these lines about swearing. . It would be worth while 
for every boy in our land to «ommit them to memory : 

* It chiUs my blood to hear the blest Supreme 
Lightly appealed to on each trifling theme ; 
Maintain yonr rank ; vulgarity despise ; 
To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise.' 

True politeness will always lead us to avoid doing 
anything that will hurt the feelings of others. If you 
are invited out to tea, and, while sitting at the table, 
the person who invited you, or any one else of the 
company, should speak unkindly and disrespectfully 
of your father or mother, you would feel that it was 
very impolite. But Jesus is the best friend His people 
have. He is dearer to them than fefclast ot \fikRN>£\Kt^ 

F 
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husband or wife. It is therefore impolite in the 
highest degree for any one to speak lightly or dis- 
respectfully of Him in the presence of those who 
love Him. 

A Southern planter had a favourite negro servant, 
who was ordered to stand opposite to him and wait at 
table. His master was a proSEUie person, and often 
took the name of Grod in vain. Whenever he did so 
the negro made a low and solemn bow. On being 
asked why he did this, he replied that he never heard 
that great name mentioned but it filled his soul with 
awe and reverence. His master was a gentleman, 
and though he did not fear God, yet out of politeness 
he gave up swearing, because he was not willing to 
hurt the feelings of his servant. 

A merchant and shipowner of New York was 
standing at the entrance of bis store, conversing with 
a gentleman on business. A pious sailor, belonging to 
one of his vessels, came to the shop to enter it ; but 
observing that the door was occupied, modestly 
stepped aside, not willing to interrupt the conver- 
sation. 

While waiting there, he heard the name of Jesus 
profanely used, and, on turning to look, he observed 
that it was his employer who was speaking. Instantly 
changing his position, and standing in front of the 
gentlemen, with his head uncovered, and his hat 
under his arm, he addressed the merchant in this 
language: 

'Sir, will you excuse me if I speak a word to 
you I ' The gentleman, recognising him as one of the 
Hilm vessel recently arrived, and supposing he 
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might have something to say about the business of 
the ship, told him to speak on. 

'Ton won't be offended then, sir, with a poor 
ignorant sailor if he tells you his feelings 1 ' said he. 

' Certainly not,' replied the merchant 

^ Well, then, sir,' said the honest-hearted sailor, with 
much feeling, ' will you be so kind as not to take the 
name of my blessed Jesus in vain 1 He is a good 
Saviour. He took my feet out of ^' the horrible pit 
and miiy day, and established my goings." Oh, sir, 
don't, if you please, take the name of my Jesus in 
vain I He never did any one any harm, but is always 
doing good.' 

This was said with so much earnestness and feeling 
that the gentleman was quite touched. His eyes 
filled with tears, and he said — 

*My good fellow, God helping me, I will never 
again take the name of your Saviour in vain.' 

^ Thank you, sir,' said the honest tar; and putting 
on his hat^ he went away to his work. 

We ought not to take Grod's name in vain, because 
it is vdgar. 

Agair^ we ought not to do U^ because U is wicked. 

To do this is to break one of God's commandments. 
Many a person allows himself to get into the habit of 
swearing, who would be frightened at the thought of 
robbery or murder. And yet robbeiy and murder 
are only sins against our feUow-creatures, but swear- 
ing is a sin directly against God. The wickedness of 
any act depends a good deal on the character of the 
person against whom it is committed. But think 
how great, how glorious God is I ML \3cka \as^^ <^\i^ 
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the earth, and ten thousand times more, are as 
nothing compared to Him. Oh, how great the 
wickedness, how awful the sin of taking TTi« holy 
name in vain ! Surely, if people only thought a 
moment about this, they would never do it. 

A clerg3rman and his friend once went to attend a 
religious convention in a certain city. During their 
stay there they stopped at the house of a physician. 
He was a very intelligent, gentlemanly man, but very 
much in the habit of profane swearing. The clergy- 
man was told of the doctor's bad habit before he went 
there, and had made up his mind to say something to 
him about it when he heard him make use of an oath. 
To his surprise and gratification, however, the doctor 
never swore once all the time they were there. On 
the evening before they went away the clergyman 
said — 

* Doctor, we are going to leave you to-morrow ; we 
cannot go away without thanking you most heartily 
for all your kindness ; and yet allow me to say there 
is one thing, my dear sir, in which we have been 
disappointed.* 

' Disappointed !' said the doctor. 

* Yes, sir, but most agreeably.' 
'How so, sirT 

* We were told, my dear sir, that you were very 
unguarded in your speech, and that we should often 
hear profane language from you. But during our 
whole stay we have not heard a single profane word 
used ; and we are agreeably disappointed to find that 
you have been misrepresented.' 

*Ifc^ fiur/ replied the doctor, *I have not been 
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misrepresented. I am sorry to say that I have fallen 
into the bad habit of using profane language ; but, 
sir, how could I be so impolite as to swear before 
religious people, and one of them a clergyman 1 ' 

The eyes of the minister filled with tears, while he 
earnestly grasped the doctor's hand, and exclaimed — 

^My dear sir, you surprise me. Can it be that an 
intelligent man like you will pay more regard to a 
fellow-creature, a worm of the dust like yourself, than 
to the great Creator, the Lord of heaven and earth % ' 

' Gtentlemen,' said the doctor, ' I never before saw 
the folly and wickedness of profane swearing as I see 
it now. I will never swear again.' 

We ought not to take God's name in vain, because 
it is toicked. 

There is only one other reason I wUl speak of why 
we oaghl not to do this^ and thai is^ because it is 

DANGEROUS. 

The commandment says, ' God will not hold those 
guiltless ' who do it. This means that God will cer- 
tainly punish them for it. The Bible tells us that 
God ' will bring every work into judgment, whether 
it be good or whether it be evil.' It tells us, again, 
that * for every idle word that men speak they must 
give account at the last day.' And if for every ' idle 
word,' much more for eyery profane word. 

But God does not always wait till the day of judg- 
ment before He punishes men for taking His name in 
vain. He often punishes them for it now in this 
life. 

A few years ago two soldiers laid a wager to see 
who could swear the most oatha. MVat o\!ki& ^^ '^(^s^ssb^ 
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had uttered many shocking ones, he paused a moment, 
and said he could think of but one more, which should 
be his last But before he had time to speak it he 
was struck speechless, and remained so for three hours, 
when he died. His body, by order of the officers, 
was made a public spectacle to the other soldiers and 
the people in the neighbourhood, as a warning against 
swearing. 

Some years ago a lady and gentleman set off upon 
ponies to make an excursion from Margate to Eams- 
gate, in England. They were accompanied by two 
boys who belonged to the place, and whose employ- 
ment was to attend on persons making excursions 
and drive the ponies. One boy, named John, was 
about seventeen years old ; the other, named George, 
was about thirteen. John was a very wicked, pro- 
fane boy. When they were about a mile on their 
way a violent storm overtook them, accompanied with 
tremendous peals of thunder and awfiil flashes of 
lightniiig. This obliged the lady and gentleman to 
stop and seek shelter in a neighbouring cottage. The 
boys with their ponies went under a shed. John was 
very angry on account of the delay. He cursed the 
lightning and the thunder and the rain, and the God 
who sent them. George was frightened, and begged 
him to stop. Then John called him a coward and a 
fool ; and, with a dreadful oath, he swore that he 
would go on in spite of the storm. But just as he 
was starting a terrible flash of lightning came. It 
burnt his clothes and struck him dead upon the spot 
This produced a great excitement in the neighbour^ 
Iiood 2jhousands of people cam.^ \a look ^t» tibfi apot 
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A sign was set up at the place as a warning to all 
who went by. These were the words upon it: 
^Eeader, prepare for eternity. A boy was struck 
dead here while in the act of swearing.' 

I remember, some time since, hearing of a rich 
man who had a large plantation. He was the most 
terribly profane man that had ever been known in 
the neighbourhood. He could hardly speak a word 
on any subject without mingling it with oaths. It 
was perfectly shocking to hear him speak. At length 
he was seized with a stroke of something like 
paralysis. This left him in good health, only he had 
lost the use of his limbs. And the remarkable thing 
about it was, that the power of speech was taken away 
from him, escc&pi thai he covM still swear. Profane 
words were all that he could utter. He used to be 
carried about his plantation by his servants in a sort 
of hand-carriage, and the only words that ever fell 
from his lips were dreadful oaths and curses. How 
awful this must have been ! What a terrible illustra- 
tion it affords of that passage of Scripture — Psalm 
cix. 17-19 — ^in which God says that because the 
wicked *love cursing it shall come into their bones 
like oil, and they shall clothe themselves with cfursiTig 
like a garment ! ' Surely this man was so clothed. A 
dreadful garment it must have been to wear 1 

I might go on for a great while giving you exam- 
ples of the danger of swearing, but I will only 
mention one more. 

There was a man employed by a fEumer in the 
neighbourhood of a country town to work on his 
farm. His name was James B . 0\i ^<(2i^\£^ ^\ 
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his singular profoneness he was known through all 
the neighbourhood as ' wicked Jim.' One evening he 
was playing cards with his companions, and frequently 
lost the game. At last he threw down the cards in 
great anger, and swore dreadfully at his own eyes, 
cursing them as being of no use to him. Shortly 
after he was seen to rub his eyes as though they were 
painful. Then he went to wash them at the pump. 
The next morning he was stone blind. He has never 
seen a ray of light since. 

These cases show us what the commandment 
means when it says, ' God will not hold them guilt- 
less that take His name in vain.' We see from them 
that we ought not to break this commandment, be- 
cause it is dcmgeraus. 

Thus we have had five reasons why we should not 
take God's name in vain. It is tiseless to do so, it is 
cowardly^ vulgar, toickedy and dangerous. 

I have tried to answer the three questions pro- 
posed, and to show you — First, what is meant by the 
name of God. It means His titles and attributes. 
Secondly, how this name is taken in vain. By using it 
lightly, falsely^ profanely. Thirdly, Why we should 
ryot do this. It is useless, cowardly, vulgar, vdcked, 
and dangerous. 

My dear children, I spoke, at the beginning of this 
lesson, about oaks growing out of acorns. Now, if 
we wanted to prevent any oak trees from growing, the 
best plan would be not to put any acorns in the 
ground, would it noti And so, if you want never to 
swear big oaths, the best plan is not to make use of 
JU^^ ones. There are a great many little oaths that 
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people use without thinking ; but these only prepare 
the way for using other oaths. 

There are many persons who are unwilling to swear 
by the name of God, but who think nothing of swear- 
ing ^&y Oeorge* or *hy jingo^* or by something else. 
OUiers are ever ready to exclaim *good gracious^ or 
^ mercy en us,' and the like. These are the beginnings 
of swearing. They are to profane swearing what 
acorns are to the oak. When you hear persons using 
these expressions you may say to yourself, ' There, 
the acorn has sprouted. By and by it will come to 
an oak.' 

Our Saviour said when on earth, ' Let your yea be 
yea, and your nay nay ; for whatsoever is more than 
this cometh of eviL' This means that we should use 
plain language, without swearing of any kind. And 
this is what the third commandment requires of us. 

Then let us aU pray with David, — ^Psahn crli. 3, — 
* Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; and keep 
the door of my lips;' or, in the language of our ante- 
oommunion service, let us pray, * O Lord, have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.' 
May (jod give us all grace to do so, for Jesus' sake 1 

AK£N. 
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'Bemember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six dajrs shalt 
thou labour and do all thy work ; but the Beventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-serTant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stnuiger that is within thy 
gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea^ 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath-day and hallowed it.' — Ex. xx. 8-12. 

^jHAT is the difference between day and 
! m i^ght ) One is light and the other is dark. 
What is the difference between summer 
and winter 1 One is warm and the other 
is cold. What is the difference between a bird and a 
fish 1 One lives in the air and the other lives in the 
water. What is the difference between a rose and a 
lily ? One is red and the other is white. What is 
the difference between sugar and vinegar? One is 
sweet and the other is sour. Very well. Now, what 
is the difference between the fourth commandment 
and any of the rest ? 

There is one word in this commandment which we 
do not find in any of the others. It is the first word 
that occurs in it. What is it 1 The word * remem- 
der,* If yon turn to the first commandment, does it 

00 
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beguiy ' Bemember that thou have no other gods before 
me' 1 No. There is no ' remember ' about it. Does 
the fifth begin, * Remember that thou dost honour 
thy father and thy mother' 1 Not at all. We do 
not find this word in any of the others. This is 
singular. It means somiething. It shows us that 
there was one thing in which this commandment 
differed from all the rest ; it was this : the fourth 
commandment was an M commandment, — the rest 
were all new ones. 

I do not mean to say that the people did not know 
that it was wrong to steal and to kill, and to commit 
such like sins ; but I mean to say that Gtod had not 
before given the people laws on these subjects, as He 
did at Mount SinaL But He had given them the 
law about the Sabbath ; and this is the reason why, 
when we come to this law, we find it beginning, 
* Bemember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy/ 

We must Jcfn€VJ a thing before we can remember it. 
If you go to a new school, the teacher first tells you 
what the rules of the school are, and then expects 
you to remember them. He would be a very un- 
reasonable teacher if he expected you to remember 
them before you knew them. You can't keep a thing 
in your hand till you gel it there. And it is just so 
with the mind. To know a thing is to get it in the 
mind. To remember it is to keqp it there after you 
have got it. Now, this law or commandment about 
the Sabbath was given to Adam and Eve in Paradisa 
It had always been known after that. It is the 
oldest law in the world. It was the first law God 
ever made for people in tbia wotVdi V> tdcvsA. kss.^ 
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this is the reason why the commandment begins with 
the word * remember.' 

Now, let OS look at this fourth commandment. In 
order to understand it, there are three questions for 
us to ask and answer. 

The first question is, What is meani by the Sabbath- 
day? The second question is, Haw must toe keep U 
holy? And the third question is, Why should we do 
this? 

Now for the first question, What is meant by the Sab- 
bath-day f 

The word Sabbath means rest. The Sabbath-day 
means the day of rest. The Bible tells that Grod was 
occupied for six days in making the world. By the 
close of the sixth day He had finished all that He 
wanted to make. The sun and the moon and the 
stars, and this world, and everything in it, was com- 
pleted. * And God looked on all that He had made, 
and, behold, it was very good.' Then on the seventh 
day He rested. This doesn't mean that God was 
tired, as you or I should be if we had been working 
Tiard all the week. God never can be tired. If He 
had gone on making worlds, without stopping a 
moment, for six years instead of six days, or for six 
hundred, or six thousand years. He would not have 
felt in the least tired. When it says that *G^d 
rested,' it only means that He stopped or ceased 
from the work of creating or making worlds. He 
had made as many as He wanted, and then He 
stopped. In this way ^He rested on the seventh 
day, and hallowed it,' or made it holy. He did this 
Jn order to teach Adam and Eve, and all their 
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children, that He wanted them always to stop their 
work on this day, and keep it holy in the same way. 

The Sabbath-day was first kept in Paradise. What 
a nice time Adam and Eve must have had when the 
Sabbath-day came in that beautiful garden 1 They 
had no church like this to go to. But every grove, 
the shade of every tree, was a churcL The whole 
garden was om great chwrch. The congregation was 
small, — ^it was made up of just two people, — ^but it 
WB8 a very attentive one. They had no printed Bible 
like ours, and no ordained minister to preach them 
a sermon. Their Bible was all around them. Every 
blade of grass, every trembling leaf, every open- 
ing, fragrant, beautiful flower preached a sermon 
to them. Everything they saw seemed to have a 
tongue with which to speak to them of the power 
a|id goodness, the wisdom and the love of God. 
They had no organ and no choir to help them when 
they wanted to sing the praises of God ; but the 
gentle wind, that made sweet music as it swept 
through the trees of the garden, was their organ; 
the warbling birds, as they sang among the branches ; 
the rippling brooks, as they murmured softly through 
the groves — these were their choir to hymn ' their 
great Creator's praise.' 

Thus the Sabbath-day was kept in Paradise. How 
pleasant it must have been to spend a Sabbath there ! 

And the Sabbath-day was kept after Adam and 
Eve were driven out of Paradise. Enoch kept it 
when he ' walked with God ' upon the earth. Noah 
kept it in the ark. Abraham and Jacob kept it. 
The Israelites kept it in the wildetikftsa V^^i'ot'i "^^^ 
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came to Mount SinaL And it was remembered and 
kept by those who loved God in after ages. 

The seventh day was kept as the Sabbath till after 
our Saviour rose firom the dead. Then His apostles 
and followers were directed to keep the first day of 
the week instead of the seventL And this has been 
observed ever since. This is the day we keep. The 
first day of the week is our SabbatL This has been 
kept for nearly two thousand years. We keep this 
day in memory of the resurrection of Jesus. The 
seventh day used to be observed in memory of the 
work of creation, which was then finished ; but the 
first day is kept now in memory of the work of 
redemption, which was finished when Jesus rose firom 
the dead. By the Sabbath-day is meant a day of 
rest. This is the answer to our first question. 

The second guesHon is, How must toe kee^ this day 
holy! 

Two things are necessary if we would keep the 
Sabbath properly : one is, to stop working ; the other 
is, to spend it in iwrshipping God, and thirMng and 
learning about Him. 

It is necessary to stop working if we would keep 
the SabbatL God's command is very positive about 
this. It says, ' Six days shalt thou labour ai^d do 
, all thou hast to do : but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt do 
no manner of work* This is very strong languaga 
And it is very plain, too ; nobody can mistake it 
But suppose a man stops working himself, is it any 
harm to let his servants or his children work ? Of 
course it is; just as much as though he did the 
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work himself. The commandment says, * Thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle.* And God told the 
Jews in another place that He spoke these words on 
purpose that their servants and their cattle should rest 
as well as themselves. This shows us how good and 
kind and tender God is, that He thinks about and 
takes care even of the very cattle. The Bible tells 
us that God is * good unto all, and His tender mercies 
are over all His works.' The fourth commandment 
shows us how true this is. 

If this commandment were properly obeyed, what 
a quiet time there would be all over the world one 
day in seven ! All shops would be closed. All 
factories would be stopped. All labour would cease. 
There would be no cars running, no engines puffing, 
no sound of saw or hammer heard but every person 
and thing would be at rest. How calm and peaceful 
everything would be ! 

But is it not lawful to do some particular kinds of 
work on Sunday? Certainly. Our Saviour said it 
was lawful for a man to loose his horse from the 
stable and lead him away to the pump or the creek 
to get a drink of water on the Sabbath. He said it 
was lawful for a man, if he had an ox or an ass that 
had fallen into a pit, to pull it out on the Sabbath. 

Suppose a vessel is wrecked on the coast, and the 
passengers, if not relieved, must soon perish ; would 
it not be right for any who could do so to go and 
help them 1 Of course. Suppose a building takes 
fire ; is it not lawful to try to put it out 1 Surely it 
is. And so it is right for the daii'jisi'MA. \a tsS^ V^st 
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cows, and for the physician to visit his patients, and 
for those who are nursing the sick to do and get all 
that is necessary for their comfort It is right to do 
good on the Sabbath-day. Works of mercy and 
works of necessity may be done without breaking 
this commandment. But all other works most be 
stopped. 

Is it enough, however, merely to stop working) 
Suppose a man stops working, and then lies in bed 
all day; is that keeping the Sabbath holyl No, 
surely not. Suppose he stops working, but spends 
the day in visiting among his friends ; is that keeping 
the Sabbath holy ? No. Suppose he stays at home 
and reads newspapers ; is that keeping the Sabbath t 
No. If a company of boys go out and romp in the 
woods, or fly their kites, or play marbles ; or if a 
company of girls get their dolls out, and dress and 
undress them, they are not working; but are they 
keeping the Sabbath ? Not at alL 

It is not enough to stop working ; we must ^pend 
the day in worshipping Ood, a/nd learning and thinking 
ahmt Him. Whatever else we do is breaking the 
Sabbatk When God tells His people, by the prophet 
Isaiah, how they ought to keep tte Sabbath, He says 
they should * call it a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honourable;' and they should 'not do their own 
ways, nor find their own pleasure, nor speak their 
own words' (Isa. Iviii 13). Here we see how Gk)d 
would have us keep the Sabbatk It is His day. It 
is set apart for Him. He intends that we should 
employ the day — ^not a part of it, but the whole of it 
— ^in worshipping Him, in reading and talking, in 



THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 97 

thinking and learning about Him. It is God's day, 
and should be employed in things that have reference 
to Him. This is the way in which we should keep 
the Sabbath holy : hy stopping work, and by worshipping 
Godf and leamvng and thinking about Him, 

And now we come to the third question: Why 
should we do this ? I will mention three reasons. One 
of these refers to God, one refers to owrsetves, and one 
refers to our country. 

Now, what is there in reference to God which 
shows us why we ought to keep this commandment 9 
There is His example and command. 

God's example is a reason why we should keep the 
Sabbath-day holy. God kept it so Himself. 'He 
rested from all His work.' He did this to set us an 
example. 

But some people think the Sabbath was only 
intended for the Jews. How can we show that this 
is not so ? Several things about the Sabbath show it. 

The time when it was first kept shows it. It was first 
kept in the garden of Eden. But were there any 
Jews in Paradise? No. The Jews sprung from 
Abraham, and Abraham didn't live till more than 
2000 years after Adam was driven out of 
Paradise. 

Then the work from which God rested when He kept 
the first Sabbath shows that it was not intended for the 
Jews only. In what work had God been engaged for 
the six days before the first Sabbath ? Making the 
world. But was the world made for the Jews only 1 
No; it was made for the Gentiles also; — yes^ and 
much more for the Gentiles tTaaax iot \!ci"fe ^«^^^ "^^s^ 

G 
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the Gentiles possess a hundred times more of the 
world than the Jews ever did. 

And then, the company in which Ood pui the fourffh 
ammumdinent shows that it was not intended for the Jews 
only. What company was this ? It was the company 
of the ten commandments. He made it one of the 
ten. These were written on — what ? Tables of 
stone. If a law is written on stone, that shows it is 
intended to last. If you write anything on the sand 
by the sea-shore, how long will it last 1 Till the next 
wave rolls over it. That washes it clean out. If 
you write anything with chalk or lead pencU it is 
easily rubbed out. If you write it with ink in a 
book it may soon be destroyed; but write it on 
stone, and it will last. Grod did give the Jews some 
laws which were for themselves alone. These were 
written with ink in a book; but the fourth com- 
mandment was not put among them. It was intended 
to last for ever : it was meant for all the world. 
For this reason it was put in company with the ten 
commandments, and written on stone. 

God was the first to keep the Sabbath Himsel£ 
His example is a reason for keeping it. 

Then His command is another reason for keep- 
ing it. 

Suppose a person should go into the presence of 
the Queen of England when she was sitting on her 
throne, before all her nobles and princes, and, taking 
a book containing the laws of the kingdom, should 
deliberately throw it on the floor, and trample on it, 
what would be thought of that person 1 They would 
consider that he was insulting tli^ (\\ieen. His con- 
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duct would be considered outrageously wicked ; and 
80 it would be. He would be taken up and put in 
prison. Unless it could be proved that he was crazy, 
he would most likely be hung. But this is only what 
every Sabbath-breaker does in the presence of the 
great King of kings. No person can break the 
Sabbath without trampling on His laws. 

One morning a gentleman was going to church. 
He was a happy, cheerful Christian, who had a very 
great respect for the Sabbath. He was a singular 
man, and would sometimes do and say what children 
are apt to call very ^ funny things.' As he was going 
along he met a stranger driving a heavily-loaded 
waggon • through the town. When this gentleman 
got right opposite to the waggoner he stopped, turned 
round, and lifting up both hands, as if in horror, he 
exclaimed, as he gazed under the waggon : 

'There, there, you are going over it! You Aaw 
g(m& right over it ! ' 

The driver was frightened. He drew up his reins 
in an instant, cried ' Whoa, whoa ! ' and brought his 
horses to a stand. Then he looked down under the 
wheels, expecting to see the mangled remains of some 
innocent child, or at least some poor dog or pig that 
had been ground to a jelly ; but he saw nothing. 
So, after gazing all about, he looked up to the gentle- 
man who had so strangely arrested his attention, and 
anxiously asked : 

* Pray, sir, whai have I gone over 1 ' 

' Over the fowrth corn/mandmrnt^* was the quick reply. 
' Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy.* 

The farmer found it hard work \iO «Xai\»\as^ ^^SJ^^ 



loo THE KINGS HIGHWA Y. 



again, and it was very dull driving all the rest of 
that day. 

Just so every Sabbath-breaker treats Gk)d's com- 
mandment. God says, ' Eememher the Sabbath-day/ 
But oh, how many people forget it ! 

A gentleman was going along a country road one 
Sunday. A person came up to him, and, bowing 
politely, said : 

^Sir, did you pass three men driving a flock of 
sheep along this road ? ' 

'Yes, sir,' replied the gentleman; 'and I noticed 
that one of them had a blue jacket on, and that they 
all had short memories/ 

'Short memories!' said the stranger; 'I don't 
see how you could tell what sort of memories they 
had/ 

' Certainly I could,' said the gentleman, ' for you 
know God has said, '' Eemember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy." But those men had all forgotten it. 
They had short memoriea' 

Ab, how many people there are with just such 
memories ! It is often very inconvenient to have a 
short memory in reference to other things, but in 
reference to God it is very dangerous to have such 
a memory ; for we read in the Bible these solemn 
words, ' The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the people ih2X forget God ' (Ps. ix. 17). 

God had a right to demand all our time if He had 
chosen, but He claims only one day out of seven. 
How ungrateful and wicked it is when people are not 
willing to give Him even that ! 

One Sunday a gentleman was going to churcL 
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On his way he saw a company of large boys playing 
on the common. Ho wanted very much to show 
them how wrong it was for them to be so doing ; 
but he knew that if he began to reprove them they 
wouldn't listen to him, so he walked leisurely up to 
them, and sat down on the grass. Presently, in a 
pleasant, familiar tone, he said, ' Boys, I want to tell 
you a story.' 

Directly they all gathered unsuspectingly around 
him, and he began as follows : — 

' There was once a good man who was noted for his 
kindness and liberality. At the time of which I 
speak he was on a journey. As he was pursuing his 
way along a lonely road, he met a man who repre- 
sented himself as having suffered a great loss, in 
consequence of which he was in deep distress. With 
his usual kindness the good man instantly drew out 
his purse, and after examining it, he said, '' I have 
only seven shillings with me ; but I think that with 
one shilling I can get to the end of my journey, 
and you shall have the rest." With this he handed 
the man the six shOlings. Wasn't that generous ) 
Wouldn't you have thought that the beggar must 
have gone off feeling very grateful and contented) 
Certainly, we should have expected this; but he 
did no such thing. He was not a beggar at all, but 
a robber; and seeing that the good man had still 
one shilling in his purse, he knocked him down with 
a club, and stole it from him.' 

The boys were very indignant on hearing this. 
They all cried out against the shameful conduct of 
the robber. One of them went ao iax «a \«i ^«:^ V^ 
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didn't think anybody could be found quite so wicked 
as that. 

^ Now stop/ said the gentleman ; ' let me tell you, 
boys, this is just what yov, are doing. God has 
emptied, not His purse, but His heart, for your bene- 
fit He has given you freely six days out of seven 
for your own use. He has kept only (me for Himself, 
to be kept holy, and spent in worshipping Him ; and 
yet you are so mean as to rob Him even of that !' 

Tlie boys hung down their heads. They had not a 
word to say, but broke up their play and went off 

Thus there is a reason that refers to God why we 
should keep the Sabbath-day holy. His examj^le and 
His commcmd should lead us to do so. 

But there is also a reason thai refers to ourselves. 

Keeping the Sabbath is necessary for ov/r health and 

life. 

Here is my watcL Suppose I should conclude not 
to wind it up to-night, what would happen to it 1 It 
would stop. It is necessary to wind a watch up if 
you want it to keep going. Now, our bodies and 
minds are just like a watch. They need to be wound 
up continually, or else they will stop going. These 
are wound up by resting. When we go to bed 
and sleep at night, we are getting wound up for the 
next day. You Imow how often, when night comes, 
you feel tired, heavy, and good for nothing. If you 
sit down to read a book, or study a lesson, you very 
soon fall asleep over it. Just like a watch that is run 
down, you are ready to stop. But after a good long 
sleep, you wake up bright, fresh, strong, and ready 
for anytMng. The reason is, you are wound up. But 
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suppose you should resolve not to sleep any more, 
what would be the consequence 1 You would go 
crazy, and die. Some watches need to be wound up 
every day, and others only once a week. When we 
buy a watch or clock, we always ask the maker of it 
how often it is necessary to be wound up. And we 
always follow his directions, because we know that, as 
he made it, he understands all about it But God is 
the Maker of our bodies and souls. These are like a 
watch or machine, that must be wound up regularly. 
The maker knows best how often to wind them up. 
If we ask Him, He says, * Every night, and once a 
week besides.' God has given us the night and the 
Sabbath to rest in, and get wound up. They are 
both necessary. We cannot get on long, or well, 
without them. Some people think they know better 
than God. They try to do without resting on the 
Sabbath, but they always suffer from it. 

William Pitt, the great statesman of England, had 
80 much business to attend to, that he resolved to 
work on Sunday as well as week days ; but in a short 
time it brought on a stroke of apoplexy, and he died. 

Lord Castlereagh, another great English statesman, 
did the same thing. It drove him crazy, and he blew 
his brains out with a pistol. 

A gentleman, who had been engaged as a merchant 
in a very extensive business for twenty years, once 
said to a friend, ' Sir, if it had not been for the 
Sabbath, I should have been in my grave long ago.' 

' No doubt of it,' said his friend. * Don't you re- 
member Mr. H , who used to be one of our most 

successful merchants 1 He said \v<^ ^<svi\.^ xl^\» ^^^^ 
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time for the Sabbath ; he found it the best day of 
the week in which to plan new voyages. He always 
spent his Sabbaths in that way. Well, he has been 
in the Insane Asylum for years, and will probably die 
thera* 

Men who labour six days in the week, and rest one, 
can do more work, in all kinds of business, and in all 
parts of the world, and do it better, than those who 
labour seven. This experiment has been tried over 
and over again. It was tried once in a large grist- 
mill. For a number of years the mill had been kept 
going seven days in the week. Then the owner made 
a change. He ordered the men to stop the works at 
eleven o'clock on Saturday night, and not to start 
them till one o'clock on Monday morning. Thus he 
allowed his men a full Sabbath every week. The 
result was that the very same men actually ground 
fifty thousand bushels more in a year than had ever 
been ground in that establishment in a single year 
before. 

And this is just as true in regard to horses and 
cattle as it is to men. 

A gentleman was travelling on horseback in Penn- 
sylvania. He stopped at a tavern on Saturday 
evening. The next morning the landlord asked him 
if he wanted to have his horse ready. * Not till to- 
morrow,' said he. * I never travel on the Sabbath, 
unless in case of absolute necessity. I am on a long 
journey, and wish to perform it as soon as possible. I 
have been long accustomed to travel on horseback, and 
have found that if I stop on the Sabbath, my horse 
will travel farther during the week than if I do not.' 
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There were two neighbours in the State of New 
York. They each started on the same day with a 
drove of sheep for a distant market. One started 
several hours before the other, and travelled every 
day, without regard to the Sabbath. The other 
rested every Sabbath. Yet this man arrived at the 
market first, with his sheep in better condition, and 
got better prices for them than the other. In giving 
an account of his journey, he said that on Monday 
he drove his sheep about seventeen miles, on Tuesday 
sixteen, and so on, lessening each day till Saturday, 
when he drove them only about eleven miles. But 
on Monday, after resting the Sabbath, they could 
travel seventeen miles again ; and so on each week. 
You see the sheep were wound up by resting, as well 
as the man. But his neighbour's sheep, which were 
not allowed to rest on the Sabbath, ran down before 
they arrived at the market, and could not travel more 
than six or eight miles a day. 

Thus we see that keeping the Sabbath is necessary 
to our health and life. 

It is necessary also to ovr prosperity and happiness, 

God designs the Sabbath to be a blessing to those 
who keep it, and He will make it a blessing to them. 
Those who neglect it will always suffer from it, in 
some way or other. 

There were once fifteen young men boarding at 
a private boarding-house in the city of New York. 
They were all engaged in business, with equally fair 
prospects of success. Six of them paid no regs^ to 
the Sabbath. In the course of time, all of those six 
either failed in business or came lo d. tq^^t^S^^ ^^^ 
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The other nine regarded the Sabbath, and, with one 
exception^ they all prospered and rose to prominent 
positions. 

A clerg3nnan, who had been for many years chaplain 
to the Maryland Penitentiary, took great pains to find 
out what it was which first led the prisoners to go 
astray, and, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, he 
found that Sabbath-breaking was the beginning of 
their wicked courses. 

A young man was going to be hung for murder. 
As he stood upon the scaffold, he spoke to the great 
crowd gathered round in this manner : 

' My friends, you have come to see a man die. Let 
me advise you to take warning by me. The begin- 
ning of my ruin was Sabbath-breaking. This led me 
into bad company, from bad company I went to drink- 
ing, from drinking to robbing orchards and gardens, 
from this to house-breaking, and from this to murder. 
Thus I have been brought to my present sad condition. 
Many of you are young ; in an especial manner let me 
warn you to beware of Sabbath-breaking.* 

We often find people suffering loss from breaking 
the Sabbath, but they will surely prosper who keep 
it 

There was a young farmer once who had a large 
quantity of grain in the field, which was cut and 
dried, and ready for the bam. From the appearance 
of the sky one Sunday morning, he thought there 
was going to be a change of weather. Fearing that 
if a wet spell should set in he might lose his harvest, 
he called his men together and proposed that they 
Biould go to work and gather in the g,rain. His 
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grandmother, a good, pious woman, who lived with 
him, tried hard to persuade him not to do it. But 
he wouldn't listen to her. He and his men went to 
work with all their might £7 the middle of the 
afternoon they had the grain all in. A thousand 
sheaves of grain were snugly stowed away in the 
bam. By that time it had begun to ndn. 'Now, 
grandmother,' said the young man with great glee, 
as he entered the house, ' it's all safe. Let it storm 
as much as it pleases, my harvest is safe under my 
roof.' Just as he spoke these words, there came a 
vivid flash of lightning, and a tremendous peal of 
thunder. It seemed to shake the house to its very 
foundations. Presently some one exclaimed, 'Oh, 
the lightning has struck the bam 1' They all rushed 
out, and sure enough it was even so. The bam was 
in flames, and the sheaves which the Sabbath-breaker 
thought so safe were all burned up before his eyes. 

I might go on for a long time telling you about 
different eases, which show the evil that follows from 
breaking the Sabbath, and the blessing that follows 
from keeping it ; but I will only mention one more. 

There was a boy once working in a factory in Eng- 
land. His name was Willie. He received only five 
shillings a week, but that was the principal depen- 
dence of his poor mother. He was a good boy, and 
always went with his mother to church on Sunday. 
His employer was not a Christian man. He had a 
short memory : he forgot God. On one occasion he 
was in a hurry to get some work done, and he gave 
notice to his hands on Saturday that he wanted 
them to work all the next day. Willk -^^a ^^t^ 
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much tried to know what to do. He couldn't bear 
to think of breaking the Sabbath. Yet if he didn't 
go to work, he was afitdd he should lose his place, 
and then what would his 'poor mother do 1 At last 
he resolved to do right, and leave the rest to God. 
So he went to church, and kept the Sabbath as God 
has commanded. The next morning, as he was gomg 
into the factory to begin his work, his master met hint 

* Where were you yesterday, sir V 

' I went to church, sir,' said Willie. 

* Then you may go to church again to-day, for I 
don't want you here,' was his reply. 

Poor Willie felt very badly. When he thought of 
his mother he couldn't help crying. But he thought 
that would do no good, so he wiped away his tears, 
and set out to seek for a new situation. He called at 
several places, but the only answer he received was, 
' We don't want any boys.' At last he called on a 
gentleman, who asked him why he had left his last 
place. His ready reply was, ' Because I wouldn't 
work on Sunday, sir.' The gentleman was pleased 
with this, so he engaged him to work, and promised 
to give him ten shillings a week. So Willie found 
that God blessed him for keeping the Sabbath. 

Thus we see there is a reason that refers to our- 
selves why we should keep the Sabbath. // is 
necessary to cm health amd life^ to owr prosperity and 
happiness. 

But there is a reason that refers to owr cowntry why 
tue should keep the Sabbath-day holy. 

Breaking the Sabbath does great harm to ov/r country. 
Keeping the Sabbath does great good to it. 
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You know there is a country in Europe called 
Holland. The land there is very low. In some 
places it is lower than the sea. The only way in 
which they can keep the sea from overflowing it is 
by building great walls or banks of earth, which are 
called dykes. One of the greatest evils that could 
happen to Holland would be to have those dykes 
broken down, for then the sea would rush in, drown- 
ing the people and destroying the country. 

In the Bible wickedness is compared to floods of 
water. The greatest harm that can happen to a 
country is to have these floods let loose upon it To 
protect us from this harm, €rod has given us the 
Sabbath. It is Grod's wall of defence around our 
country. Wherever the Sabbath is properly kept, 
like the dykes of Holland, it rolls back the floods of 
wickedness, and prevents them from sweeping in ruin 
over the land. But every Sabbath-breaker is trying 
to throw down these protecting walls, and let the sea 
of wickedness come rushing in upon us. 

You know that in France, during the Revolution 
at the close of the last century, they tried the experi- 
ment how they could get on without the Sabbath. 
They resolved to have no Sabbath. They burnt the 
Bible. They said there was no God, no heaven, no 
helL 

. The result was dreadful. All kinds of wickedness 
prevailed. The prisons and dungeons were crowded 
full of prisoners. These prisoners were the best 
people in the land. They were taken by cartloads 
every day and beheaded. The blood of the people 
was shed like water. That time "waa caJ^ft^L ^ Taa 
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Beign of Terror.' It was the most dreadful time 
ever known in the history of the world. They had 
broken down the Sabbath, God's protecting wall, 
and wickedness rolled over the land in a flood. 
Every Sabbath-breaker is helping to do this same 
thing hera Breaking the Sabbath does great harm 
to the country. 

But keeping the Sabbath does great good to owr country. 
You know that in the land of Egypt they have no 
rain. Instead of rain they depend on the overflow- 
ing of the river Nile. This river runs all through 
Egypt. Every year it rises over its banks, and 
spreads itself gently over all the land. This over- 
flowing of the Nile fertilizes the soil, and makes 
everything grow. Thus the Nile is the greatest 
possible blessing to Egypt. The comfort of the 
people and their very life depend upon it. This 
river Nile rises far away up among the mountains of 
Abyssinia^ 

Now, suppose that the governor of Egypt had 
entire power over the Nile. Suppose that, whenever 
he chose, he could stop or dry up those distant 
springs, and prevent the river from rising. And 
suppose he should tell the people, that if they did 
not mind his laws, and do what he told them, he 
would dry up the springs of the river, and not let it 
rise. Then would it not be a very dangerous thing 
to disobey that governor? And would it not be 
very important for the people of Egypt to try and 
please their governor 1 Yes. And every man who 
kept his laws would be doing the greatest good to his 
country. Well, now, we have no such river as the 
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Nfle in this country. For the power to fertilize our 
land, and make things grow in it, we depend not 
upon a river, but on the dews and the rains. And 
God, our Governor, has entire power over thesa He 
can give them or withhold them just as He pleases. 
Breaking the Sabbath provokes (rod, and tempts 
TTim to take them away. Keeping the Sabbath 
pleases Him, and He promises to send dews and 
rains and peace and plenty on those who honour His 
Sabbaths. The Sabbath-keeper does great good to 
his country. 

Now, we have had three questions. The first was, 
WhaJt does the Sabbath-day mean ? It means a day of 
rest The second was. How may U be kept holy? 
By stopping work, by worshipping Grod, thinking and 
learning about Him. The third was, Why should we 
keep U holy 9 

In answer to this we had three reasons. One refers 
to God — His example and command. Another refers 
to ourselves — our life and health, our happiness and 
prosperity. The other refers to our country — break- 
ing the Sabbath does it great harm, keeping the 
Sabbath does it great good. 

Now, my dear children, I hope, wherever you go, 
you will be the firm and decided friends of the 
SabbatL Some people think they must keep the 
Sabbath in one place, though they may break it in 
another. 

* Johnny,' said a mother to her little boy, who was 
playing marbles on the front pavement, * you mustn't 
play marbles there ; don't you know it is Sunday ? Go 
into the yard if you want to pVay,' Sdimaxi^ ^\ftY^'^^ 
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a moment, and then asked, 'But, mother,* isn't it 
Sunday in the yard as well as on the pavement ) ' 

It is no particular place that m^Jsies the Sabbath, 
it belongs to all places. Some people think there is 
no harm in doing anything on the Sabbath^ if others 
do not see them. 

'Here, James,' said a God-forgetting man to his 
son, who attended the Sabbath school, 'I want you 
to carry this parcel to such a place.' 

' Not to-day, father, if you please, for this is the 
Sabbath.' 

* Put it in your pocket,' said the father. 

'God can see it in my pocket as well as out,' 
answered the little boy. 

Whether at church or at home, in the city or the 
country, among friends or among strangers, oh, be 
sure that you always 'remember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy I ' 
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* Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long 
in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.'— Ex. xz. 12. 

you remember how many tables of stone 
there were on which the Ten Gonmiand- 
ments were written? Two. There is 
another question I want to ask. I remem- 
ber, when I was a little boy, this question was asked 
me, and I gave a wrong answer to it One day the 
minister was catechizing the children in the church 
to which I went, and he asked us this question, 
* How many commandments were there on each of 
the tables 1 ' None of the other children answered 
the question, so I thought I would answer it. I was 
a little fellow, and had not learned much about the 
commandments, but I understood enough about 
division to know that the half of ten is five ; and, 
thinking that was the most natural division to make, 
I spoke out, and said, * Five on each, sir.* The good 
minister shook his head, and said, ^No, that's not 
right' Then he went on to tell us that the com- 
mandments, when written on the two tables given to 
Moses, were divided, not according to number, but 
according to subjects. He told u« \Xi^\) >ihi<^^ij6 \ec\. 

U 
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commandments all referred to two great snbjects. 
These are, our duty to God, and our duty to our 
neighbour. Our duty to God takes in fow of the 
commandments ; our duty to our neighbour takes in 
six. And so there were four commandments on the 
first table, and six on the second. That was the way 
in which I learned how many commandments were 
on each of the tables. I never forgot the lesson I 
learned that day. It is about thirty-five years ago 
since this took place. It seems like a long while to 
look back to, and yet I remember it just as clearly as 
though it only occurred yesterday. 

Now we have got through with the first table of 
the commandments. We have considered the four 
which relate to our duty to God. To-day we begin 
the second table. The fifth commandment was the 
first on the second table. With this begins the sub- 
ject of our duty to our neighbour. What are the 
words of the fifth commandment ) 

' Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.' 

Notice, my dear children, how this second table of 
the commandments begins. God is going to show 
us our duty to our neighbour. How does He begin 1 
Not by telling us how kings ought to reign, or soldiers 
ought to fight, or how merchants ought to conduct 
their business ; but how boys and girls ought to behave 
at home. 

This is the most important thing for eveiy young 
person to consider. Grod thought it important enough 
for Him to write it with His own finger on a table of 
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stone. That shows us how very important it is. 
When you want to do anything well you must be 
careful to begin right. 

Suppose you are going to raise a tune. Well, you 
must be careful to start it on the proper key. But if 
you want to sing * Old Hundred/ and st^ it with 
the key-note of 'Yankee Doodle,' why, you never 
could get on with it You would have to stop. You 
would be sure to break down, and have to begin 
again. 

And so if you begin to put up a house, and lay the 
foundation wrong, or to build a ship, and make a 
mistake in laying the keel, you'll have to take it all 
down and begin again. Oh, it is very important to 
hegin right ! It is so in eoeury thing. And it is so in 
trying to do our duty to our neighbour. 

The fifth commandment shows us how we must 
begin to do this. We must begin at home. You 
show me a boy or girl who is not a good son or 
daughter, who does not honour father and mother, 
and I will show you one who will not make a good 
man or woman. What does the fifth commandment 
require us to do % To honour our father and mother. 
This starts two questions for us to consider. The 

first is. How ARE WE TO HONOUR OUR FATHER AND . 

MOTHER? The second is, Why should we do 
this) 

You see there are just two words on which these 
questions hang. One is the word — Howl The other 
is the word — Why? 

If you look into your wardrobe you will see peg? 
or hooks on which things are Yivmg. 3^^!@^» ^^ '^^^^^ 



1 16 THE KINGS HIGHWA Y. 

two words Kow f and Why f are the hooks on which 
this whole lesson will be made to hang. There are 
fov/r things to hang on the first hook, and two on the 
second. 

Now, we come to the first hook, How f How are 
we to honour our parents 1 Fawr things are to go on 
this hook. K we describe these things according to 
grammar, we may call one of them a noun, that is, the 
name of a thing ; the other three are adjectives, which 
qualify the noun, or show what sort of a thing it is. 

The first thing to go upon this hook How f is the 

word OBEDIENCK 

To honour our parents means to obey thenu But, 
then, our obedience must be of the right kind, or else 
it will be no honour to them. 

The other day I was coming home from New 
York. In the seat before me in the car sat a plain 
woman with two children, a boy and a girl. They 
were going out to Ohio. I was sorry to see that the 
children didn't seem to mind much what their mother 
said. After a while I saw the mother trying to get 
something out of a basket on another seat I thought 
perhaps she had some cakes or candy in it, and ti^t 
she wanted to give these to the children to make 
them mind what she said. But when she got the 
basket open she drew out from it, not cakes or candy, 
but a rope about a yard long and as thick as my little 
finger. It had a knot on each end of it, and she 
doubled it up and held it in her hand, and shook it 
at the children whenever she told them to do any- 
thing. She would say, * John, sit down there,' and 
siake the rope at him. Dom^u John NTOuld ait. 
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'Mary, move over into that other seat' 

* John, put down that window this minute.' John 
obeyed instantly. He knew what would come if he 
didn't. These children ohefned, their mother, but did 
they homywr herl No. They didn't honour their 
mother; they honoured the rofpe. That kind of 
obedience might be called rope's-end obedience. It isn't 
good for mucL The motive that leads to it is the 
fear of punishment. This is a wrong motive. But 
if we want to have right actions, we must be sure and 
have right motives. We ought to obey our parents, 
because it is the will of God that we should do so, 
and because we love them. These are the proper 
motives for obedience to our parents. What are 
these motives) The will of God, and love to cm parents. 

Now, suppose that the woman I have spoken of 
had pursued a different plan. Suppose that, instead 
of shaking that rope at her children all the while, she ^ 
had taken her Bible, and said to them : 

* My dear children, this is God's word. In it God 
speaks to us, and tells us what He wants us to do. 
Let me read to you what God says about children. 
Here in Exodus, 20th chapter and 12th verse. He 
says, *^ Honour thy father and mother : that thy days 
may be l9ng in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee." Now, you see, when I tell you to do 
anything, or not to do it, it is just the same as if 
God told you. When you obey me you obey Grod. 
When you disobey me you disobey God — ^yes, the 
great, the good, the glorious God, whom all the 
angels of heaven obey. Only think what a dreadful 
thin^ it must be to disobey Him\' 
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Suppose she had spoken to them in this way, and 
that instead of scolding and slapping and storming at 
them continaaUy, she had been kind and tender and 
affectionate in her treatment of them. Then she 
would have taught them to obey her from the right 
motives, — ^because it is the will of GUkL, and because 
they loved her. After this she might have left the 
rope behind her. 

Now we have got one thing on the hook Howi It 
is the noun obedience. Obedience is necessary if we 
would honour our parents. But it must be the right 
kind of obedience. Here we want our adjectives to 
qualify the noun. 

It must be a ready obedience. Now we have hoo 
things on the hook How f 

If we want to honour our parents by our obedience, 
we must not stop to ask questions about what we are 
told to do, or try to find out the reason for it It is 
reason enough that our parents tell us to do a thing. 

I was reading the other day about two little girls 
who had a dear good mother, whom they loved very 
much. She was poor, however, and often had to be 
away from home all day on business. On these 
occasions the children always looked forward with 
great interest to their moth^s return in the evening. 
That was the happiest hour of the day to them. 

One day when she was absent they had been 
making something nice for her, which they knew 
would please her very much. This made them un- 
usually anxious for their mother's return that day. 
The hours rolled slowly away, and it seemed to the 
impatient waiters as if the eveimigiii&Nex ^w^^d <x)me. 
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At last they spied their mother coming up the lane. 
Then they scampered down the garden walk to meet 
her. But instead of opening her arms to receive 
them as usual, they saw her motioning them to go 
back. When she got nearer, she said in a stern voice, 
'Gk) back directly into the house, and don't come 
near me till I call you.' 

This was a great disappointment to the poor girls. 
One of them began to cry as if her heart would break. 
She couldn't understand it, and thought it very hard 
for their mother to treat them so. The other told 
her to wait a little while, for she was sure that 
mother had some good reason for what she did, 
which would make it all right when it was explained 
to them. 

Presently, when their mother had changed her 
dress and washed herself, she came out of her room 
with her usual smile upon her face, and was as kind 
to them as ever. Then she told her little girls that 
on her way home she had stopped to visit a poor 
family. On entering the house she found that one of 
the children had just died of the scarlet fever. She 
had helped to lay out the dead child. They knew 
that that dreadful disease was catching. It is often 
carried in a person's clothes, so that others may take 
it in that way. She was afraid her daughters might 
take it if they came near her before she had had 
time to wash and change her clothes. This was the 
reason why she told them to go back and keep away 
from her. Then the girls saw how right it was to 
obey their mother readiiy, whether they undfixs^tAio^ 
the reason for what they n?ot^ VAjSl \» ^^ 5st^^\»* 
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Beady obedience is necessary if we would honour our 
parents. 

But ABSENT obedience^ as well as present, is 
necessary. 

I mean by this, that we must obey our parents 
when we are away from them, as weU as when we 
are with them. Now we have three things on the 
hook Haw f Obedience^ ready ^ dbserU. 

A little boy, about seven years old, was on a visit 
to a lady who was very fond of him. Although he 
was a great way from home he behaved very well, 
and endeavoured to do everything that he thought 
would have pleased his parents had they been present 

One day at breakfast there was some hot bread 
upon the table. It was handed to him, but he 
refused to take it 

^ Don't you like hot bread 1 ' asked the lady of the 
house. 

* Yes, ma'am,' said he ; * I'm very fond of it' 

*Then, my dear, why don't you take some)' 

'Because my father doesn't want me to eat hot 
bread.* 

'But your father is a great way off, and will never 
know anything about it You had better take some 
for once, if you like it ; it will do no harm.' 

This was very wrong in the lady. She ought to 
have been ashamed of herself. She was tempting her 
little visitor to break the fifth commandment. But 
listen to the little boy's answer. *No,' said he, *I 
will not disobey my father, although he is not here 
to see me. He might never know it, but I should 
inow it, and that would be enowgV 
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This boy honoured his father by his obedience 
when absent. 

Let me tell you about another boy who honoured 
his &ther in this way. A circus had come to the 
town in which he lived. The great tent was pitched, 
and the sound of the lively music drew great crowds, 
especially of the young people, to the ground. Among 
these a little boy was seen looking about with a great 
deal of curiosity. 'Halloa, Johnny I' said a man 
who knew him ; ^ going to the circus 1 ' 

* No, sir,' answered Johnny ; * father don't like 'em.' 

* Oh ! Well, III give you money to go, Johnny,' 
said the man. 

'Father don't approve of them,' answered Johnny. 

'Well, go in for once, and I'll pay for you.' 

' No, sir,' said Johnny, ' my father would give me 

money if he thought it best; besides, I've got two 

shillings of my own, and that's twice the price of 

admission.' 

* Fd go for once, Johnny, if I were you ; it's won- 
derful the way the horses do,' said the man. < Your 
father wouldn't know it' 

' I shan't do it,' said the boy. 

' Why not ) ' asked the man. 

' 'Cause,' said Johnny, twirling his bare toes in the 
sand, 'after I had been / couldn't look my faiher right 
in the eye, and I can now.* 

Yes, that little fellow honoured his father. When- 
ev^ you are tempted to do anything which would 
prevent you from looking your father or mother 
* right in the eye,' you may depend there is something 
wrong about it 
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But if we would honour our parents as this com- 
mandment requires, onr obedience must not only be 
ready and ahmd^ as well as present ; it must also be 
AFFECTIONATE obedience. 

This is the fourth word on the hook How Y We 
have on it obedience^ ready, absent, affecHanaJU. 

We must obey our parents out of love to them. 
If we love them as we ought, we shall not only do 
all that they tell us, but shall try to do eyerydiing 
that we know will please them, whether they tell as 
to do so or not. 

You all remember the story of Washington when 
he was a boy. He had set his heart on entering the 
navy, and going to sea. His mother had yielded a 
reluctant consent. She said he might go, but it was 
evident that she wanted him to stay. A midship- 
man's commission had been obtained for him. The 
vessel was about to sail. The servant was at the 
door with his trunk. He went in to say ' good-bye' 
to his mother. He found her in tears. He saw the 
look of deep distress that was in her face, but she 
said not a word. That was enough for him. He 
went out and said to his servant, < Take my trunk 
back again to my room. I will not br^ik my 
mother's heart to please myself.' He gave up his 
commission, and stayed at home. 

When his mother heard what he had done, she 
said, ' (xeorge, God has promised to bless those who 
honour their parents, and He will bless you 1' How 
true those words were ! God dM bless Geoige 
Washington, and made him a blessing to his country 
and to the world. WaB\iiii^oTi^«Miftdma.TiY victories 
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afterwards, but tlm was the most important victory 
he ever gained. He conquered the British at Trenton, 
and at Monmouth, and at Yorktown ; but when he 
gave up his own will to please his mother, he 
conquered himself, and the Bible tells us that 'he 
who mleth his own spirit is greater than he that 
taketh.a city.' 

Affectionate obedience will lead m to show all possible 
respect and love for our parents. 

You sometimes hear children speak very lightly of 
their father and mother. They break the fifth com- 
mandment when they do so. The Hon. Thomas H. 
Benton was for many years a United States senator. 
When making a speech in New York once, he turned 
to the ladies present, and spoke about his mother 
in this way: 'My mother asked me never to use 
tobacco, and I have never touched it from that day 
to this. She asked me never to gamble, and I never 
learned to gamble. When I was seven years old she 
asked me not to drink. I made a resolution of total 
abstinence. That resolution I have never broken. 
And now, whatever service I may have been able to 
render to my country, or whatever honour I may 
have gained, I owe it to my mother.' That was 
honouring his mother. 

We read in ancient history of a certain city which 
was besieged, and at length obliged to surrender. 
There were two brothers in that city who had in 
some way or other obliged the conquering general. 
In consequence of this he gave them permission to 
leave the city before it was set on fire, and to tak<& 
with them aa much of their most \«Xxxs!cA& y^ct^^i 
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as they could carry. Presently the young men ap- 
peared at the gates of the city, one of them carrying 
his father, and the other his mother. They regarded 
them as the most valuable of their possessions. That 
was honouring their parents indeed I 

Affectionate obedience wiU lead vs to take care of our 
parents, and provide for their comfort in every waff m 
can. 

In heathen countries we know it is very common 
for children to cast off all care of their parents. 
When they get sick or grow old, their children either 
forsake them, and leave them to perish with hunger, 
or actually put them to death, and so get them out 
of the way. But they have no Bible to teach them 
the fifth commandment They have never heard 
God's voice saying to them, * Honour thy father and 
mother.' But we have this commandment, and Grod 
expects us to take care of our parents, and do all we 
can to make them comfortable when they are sick, or 
aged, or poor. It is a great privilege to have a dear 
father or mother to shelter and comfort when growing 
old. I thank God for allowing me this privilege, 
and I would not give it up for the wealtib of the 
world. 

There is a celebrated charity school in London, 
called the 'Blue Coat School' It bears this name 
because the scholars there all wear blue coats with 
long skirts to them. 

I remember reading about one of the boys in this 

school, who was in the habit of saving part of his 

own meals, and all the bits and scraps he could 

gather from the table d£\iQi ticieivt m^ala were over. 
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He used to put them in a box near his bed, and keep 
them there. This led the other scholars to talk 
against him very much. At first they thought he 
was greedy, and kept them there to eat at night, 
when the rest were asleep. Some of them watched 
him, but he was never seen to eat them. 

Once or twice a week he used to make a bundle of 
the contents of the box, and go away with it 

Then the boys thought that he meant to sell them 
and keep the money. They concluded that he was a 
mean, miserly fellow. They refused to let him play 
with them. They joked about him, and called him 
hard names, and persecuted him in many ways. But 
he bore it all patiently, and still went on, saving and 
carrying away all he could honestly get. 

At last they complained of him to their teacher. 
The boy was watched when he took away the next 
bundle. He was seen to go into an old, worn-out 
building, occupied by some of the poorest people in 
the city. There he made his way up to the fourth 
storey of the building, and left his bundle with a poor 
old couple. On inquiry it was found that these were 
his parents. They were honest, worthy people, whom 
age and poverty had reduced to such a condition of 
want that their chief dependence was the food thus 
furnished by their son. He was willing to deprive 
himself of food, and bear the reproach and persecu- 
tion of his school-mates, in order to do what he could 
for the support of his parents. 

When the managers of the school heard of it, they 
provided relief for the poor boy's parents, and gave 
him a silver medal for his pid^e^oic^afiL^ <^tk^ssvsX»« 
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Certainly he deserved the medal. That boy kept the 
fifth commandment. He honoured his father and 
mother. 

One day a minister was hearing the children of his 
congregation say the Catechism. He asked a little 
boy to repeat the fifth commandment He did so 
very well. ' Now, my little man/ said the minister, 
' do yon know what it means to '' honour your father 
and mother f ' ' Instead of trying to explain it, m a 
low, trembling voice, and with his face all covered 
with blushes, he said : ' Yesterday I showed some 
strange gentlemen over the mountain. The sharp 
stones cut my feet, and the gentlemen saw they were 
bleeding. They gave me some money to buy me 
shoes. I gave it to my mother, for she had no shoes 
either, and I thought I could go barefoot better than 
she could.' 

How clearly that dear boy understood the com- 
mandment ! Yes, and how sweetly he practised it ! 

But what a beautiful example Jesus set us here I 
See, there He is, hanging on the cross, outside of the 
walls of Jerusalem. A little company of women are 
standing near the cross. The mother of Jesus is 
among them, and so is His disciple John. The great 
rough nails have been driven through His hands and 
feet. The blood is trickling down from the cmel 
wounds. His limbs are quivering with the pain. Oh, 
how dreadful His sufferings must be ! Yet He forgets 
His own pain and agony, to think about and take caie 
of His mother. 

We road in the gospel : * Now, when Jesus there- 
tore saw His mother, and the d\Eciple standing by 
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whom He loved. He saith unto His mother. Behold 
thy son I Then saith He to the disciple. Behold thy 
mother 1 And from that hour that disciple took her 
onto his own home/ 

How wonderful this was I How beautifully it sets 
the example of Jesus before us, to teach us how to 
honour our father and mother ! 

Now we have done with the first question: How 
are we io hanom <mr pa/rents ? 

On the hook How? we have hung how many 
words 1 Four. What are they? Obedience^ ready^ 
absent^ affectionate. 

The second question is, Why should we do this ? 

Which word in this question makes the hook on 
which the whole question hangs 1 Why. 

We have two words to hang on this hook. They 
are the words blessing and curse. 

There is a, blessing promised to those who keep this 
commandment, and a curse denounced upon those 
who break it. The blessing is spoken of in the com- 
mandment itself; the curse is spoken of in other parts 
of the Bible. 

Here we have a blessing promised to those who keep 
this commandment. 

God says, 'Honour thy father and thy mother: 
that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee.' It is worth while to notice 
that this is the only one of the commandments which 
has a distinct promise connected with it. Hence the 
apostle says, — Eph. vi. 2, — 'Children, obey your 
parents, which is the first commandment with promise.' 

But let us see what this promise \Sife^\3k&, X^'^'^^ S^ 
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mean that all persons who obey their parents shall 
live to a great age) No. It cannot mean this, 
because we know that a great many good and 
obedient children die while they are quite young. 
Tou must remember that Gk>d gave these command- 
ments to the Jewish nation just before they went in 
to take possession of the land of Canaan. They were 
to occupy that land during their good behaviour. 
And here Gk>d promises that if they keep His com- 
mandments, and especially this one, He would let them 
stay in that land a long, long time. This is one 
thmg that the promise means. 

But this promise refers to us as well as to them. 
The Jews considered long life as one of the greatest 
of temporal blessings. And the meaning of the 
promise in reference to us is, that (rod will surely 
reward those persons who honour their parents, even 
in this life, with such blessings as He sees to be best 
for them. 

Let me show you what I mean. Gustavus, the 
king of Sweden, in one of his journeys, stopped at 
the cabin of a poor peasant, and asked for a drink. 
An interesting young girl gave him a drink, without 
knowing who he was. She seemed to be in great 
poverty. The king became very much interested in 
her, and offered, if she would come to Stockholm, to 
put her in a better position. The girl said she would 
not leave her present home. * Why notl' asked the 
king. 'Because,' said the girl, *my mother is poor 
and sickly, and has no one but me to take care of and 
comfort her; and nothing that any one could offer 
would tempt me to leave her/ 
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The king entered the cabin to see the girrs mother. 
There, stretched on a bedstead, whose only covering 
was a little straw, he beheld an aged female, weighed 
down with years and many infirmities. His heart was 
touched at the sight, and he said, ' I am sorry, my 
poor woman, to find you in so destitute and suffering 
a state.' 

'Alas, sir,' said the aged woman, 'I should be 
miserable were it not for the kindness and attention 
of that dear good girl. She labours to support me, 
and does everjrthing she can for my comfort May 
God remember it to her for good !' she added, as she 
wiped away a tear. 

The good king could hardly speak. Presently he 
slipped a purse of gold into the hand of the daughter, 
and said, 'Continue to take care of your mother, 
and I will help you to do it more effectually. GU>od- 
bya' 

On his return to Stockholm he made arrangements 
to have a sum of money paid to the poor woman 
every year, enough to keep her comfortably as long 
as she lived, and after her death to be continued to 
her daughter. This was the way in which God 
fulfilled the promise of this commandment to that 
young girl. It was the king who did it, but it was 
God who put it into his heart to do it. He is the 
God * from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed.' 

Let me give you another illustration of the same 
thing. 

There was an honest tradesman who lived and 
kept a shop in a small town ia "Et^Tio,^, ^<5iisia ^c^ 

I 
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tance from Paris. He had a large family; and by 
patient industry, and attention to business, he had 
managed to maintain them comfortably, and earn for 
himself a good reputation. But at last, owing to the 
unexpected loss of a large sum of money, he was 
unable to pay what he owed to the merchants in 
Paris from whom he bought his good& He went to 
see his creditors. He told them frankly how he was 
situated, and begged them to allow him a longer 
time, and let him have some more goods to carry on 
his business with, and he would pay them as soon as 
he could. They believed he was honest, and con- 
sented to do so, all except one man. This was the 
person to whom he owed the most. His wealth was 
very great, but his heart was very hard. He said, 
^ No, sir, you are going to fail, and 111 make you pay 
me at once.' 

An ojQOicer was sent immediately to arrest the poor 
man, and put him in jail From his cell in the prison 
he wrote home to his wife and family, telling them of 
his situation. This threw them into great distress. 
At first they knew not what to do. After talking 
the matter over a good while, the eldest son of the 
family, a fine young man, resolved to go to Paris and 
see this cruel creditor, and try to persuade him to 
release his father from prison. 

He arrived at the house of the merchant, sent in 
his name, and asked permission to see him. The 
proud, money-loving man thought, of course, the son 
had come to pay his father's debts. He admitted 
him into his presence ; but as soon as he found out 
the olgect of the young man's visit, he flew into a 
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violent passion, and declared he would either have 
the money or the bones of his father. On hearing 
this the young man fell down on his knees, and with 
uplifted hands, and tears rolling down his cheeks, he 
addressed the merchant in this manner : 

' Sir,' said he, * if I go home without my father, 
I shall see my poor mo^er die with a broken heart. 
The credit of my father's shop will be utterly ruined ; 
and we, his children, will be turned out as beggars 
and vagabonds into the open street. I have this one, 
the last request to make : let me be sent to gaol 
instead of my father, and keep me there till all that 
he owes you is paid.' 

The merchant walked up and down the room in 
great agitation. The young man continued his cries 
and entreaties. At last, quite overcome by the affec- 
tion and devotion of the noble-minded youth, he took 
him kindly by the hand, and told him to risa He 
then gave him an order for the release of his father. 
Soon after he took the young man into business with 
him, gave him his only daughter in marriage, and 
finally left him the heur of all his property. 

What a beautiful illustration this is of that passage 
of Scripture which says, * Children, obey your parents, 
that it may be tmll with you ! ' 

This young man honoured his parents, and God 
blessed him. 

We ought to honour our parents, because of the 
blessing promised to those who do so. This is one thing 
on the hook TFhy f It is the blessing. 

But there is another thing on this hook : it is the 
curse. There is a curse denounced Qi^^\i^\» Mki^^i&^^^CNKk 
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do not honour their parents. I said this corse is not 
mentioned in the commandment. We find it in other 
place& In Deuteronomy xxviL 16 we read these 
solemn words : *• Cursed be he that setteth light by 
his father or his mother.' In Proverbs xxz. 17, Ood 
speaks in this awful way : * The eye that mocketh at 
his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the 
ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young 
eagles shall eat it' 

It is enough to make the flesh creep upon our 
bones, and the blood run cold in our veins, to read 
these passages Gkni's curse hangs over every boy 
and girl who refuses to keep this fifth commandment 
They cannot prosper in their ways. 

Let me give you one or two illustrations of the 
way in which Gk)d's curse sometimes comes on those 
who break this commandment 

' Mother, let me go to the common and see them 
fire the cannon,' said George to his mother on the 
4th of July. 

' No, my son, I had rather you would not,' said his 
mother. ' Accidents so often happen, that I am afraid 
to have you go.' 

* But other boys go, mother.* 

* Yes, my son, I know it ; but other boys get hurt 
too. If you go, Willie will want to go too, and I 
shall feel anxious about you all the time.' 

George was the oldest son of his widowed mother, 
and it was not strange that she feared to have him 
exposed to danger. But, in spite of his mother's 
command, he resolved that he woM go; so while 
liis mother was busy getting tea, he stole out at the 
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back door, and away he ran to the common, intending 
to get back before his mother missed him. 

Just as he arrived there the men were loading the 
cannon for the last tima They wanted to make a 
very loud noise. To help in doing this they put in 
turf and other things. Now all is ready. The match 
is lighted. It is applied to the touch-hola Bang 
goes the gun with a tremendous explosion. It has 
burst. The fragments fly in every direction. George 
has just reached the ground. He is standing a good 
way off, yet he is tlie only one injured. A large 
piece of the cannon hits him ; it cuts him almost in 
two. In an instant he is dead. Ah, how dreadful 
for his poor mother ! But how still more dreadful 
for the poor boy, to be killed in the very act of 
breaking God's commandment I 

Let me give you another illustration. 
There was a poor widow in a New England town 
who had two sons. The eldest, Charles, was ten 
years old. He began soon after his father's death 
to go with wicked companions. In spite of his 
mother's entreaties and commands, he would go with 
them. Well, before he was twelve years old, he was 
taken up for stealing. Then he was taken away 
from his mother, and put in a reform school or house 
of refuge in a distant city. 

He had not been there long before he was taken 
sick. A dangerous fever broke out among the boys. 
A kind-hearted gentleman gave his mother money to 
pay the expenses of the journey, and she went to 
visit her sick boy. When she reached tha ^W.<b ^&sa 
found \Dm very ill. He waa too i5\. XioX^^^^^^sicL ^^'JSk 
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rest of the boys. His mother found him in a room 
by himself. 

There he lay, stretched upon the bed, and looking 
80 pale and thin that even his mother hardly knew 
him. It was a sad and sorrowful meeting. She 
talked with him and wept over him a long while. 
Then she took out a little handkerchief and wiped 
his forehead with it, and told him it was his brother's 
at home. 

' Oh, mother/ said Charles, ' lay it on my breast 1 
I want it near my heart.' Soon he asked : 

* Does brother mind you 1 * 

* Sometimes,' she replied. 

*0h, tell him to obey you always, always/ If 
I had done so I never should have been here.' And 
he buried his face in tlie bed-clothes, and sobbed and 
cried as if his heart would break. Poor Charles died 
of the fever caught in the place to which he was 
taken for breaking the fifth commandment. 

One more illustration is all I will give you. Some 
years ago there was an Irish gentleman residing in 
the western part of Pennsylvania. At one time he 
was very well oflf. He had an only son, who was 
very wild and wicked. He squandered all his father's 
property, and reduced him to poverty. The old man 
lost his wife. Then his health failed ; and, to fill up 
the cup of his sorrows, he lost his sight He was left 
poor, friendless, blind, forsaken. At last he found a 
shelter in the alms-house of Franklin county. 

One day, while the blind old man was living in the 
alms-house, his wicked and ungrateful son passed 
tbrottgb the place. He waa told oi \i\& f^tker'a situa- 
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tion, and that he wanted him to come and see him ; 
bat although he passed within two hundred yards of 
the ahns-house, he refused to stop and see tlie kind 
father whom he had ruined. Now, mark the result. 

The very day he passed the alms-house, on his way 
to Gettysburg in an open carriage, he was overtaken 
by a severe storm, and caught a bad cold. The cold 
fell upon his eyes. In a little while he lost his sight 
entirely. He lay sick at Grettysburg till all his 
money was spent Then he was taken to the 
Franklin county alms-house. On the very day that 
he was taken in, his father, who had died the day 
before, was taken out. He was put into the same 
room ; he died upon the same bed ; he was buried in 
the same grave ; and then his guilty spirit followed 
his neglected and broken-hearted father to the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ. What a fearful illustration this 
was of the solemn words, ' Cursed be he that setteth 
light by his father or his mother ! ' 

Now, my dear children, we have had two questions 
asked and answered. How are we to keep this com- 
mandment f and WHY should toe do it f 

How f and Why ? are the important words in these 
questions. They are the two hooks on which the 
whole lesson hangs. On the first hook — How ? — we 
hung four words; one noun and three adjectives. 
The noun is obedience; the adjectives are, ready, 
cbbsent, affectionate. 

On the other hook — JFhy f — ^we hung two words, 
viz. the blessing and the curse. 

Here we have the whole lesson reduced, as it 
were, into just eight words: Howl — obcdxcwcA^ twsj^^ 
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absent, affedumaU ; JFky f — hUs8»ng^ curse. You might 
almost write them on your finger-naiL These eight 
words form the bones that make the skeleton of ^lis 
lesson. It is easy to remember them, and then you 
can hardly help remembering the rest in connection 
with them. 

My earnest hope is, that yon will all resolve, by 
the help of Grod, always to keep this commandment. 
And if yon really want that help, there is nothing 
better for yon to do than every day to nse those two 
short and appropriate prayers whidi we nse in chnrch 
every Sunday morning when we repeat the comr 
mandments. 

This is one : * Lord, have mercy upon ns, and 
incline onr hearts to keep Ihis law ! ' 

And this is the other : ' Lord, have mercy npon 
us ; and write all these Thy laws in our hearts, we 
beseech Thee!' Offer these prayers with all your 
hearts, and ask (rod to hear you, for Jesus' sake. 
This will be beginning right ; and so, by the help of 
God, yon will be able to 'honour your father and 
mother: that your days may be long in the land 
which the Lord your Gtod giveth you.' 



VII. 
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* Thou Shalt not kill.*— Ex. xx. 13. 

HIS is one of the shortest of the ten com- 
mandments. There are only four words in 
it. The second commandment has ninety- 
one words in it, and the fourth command- 
ment has ninety-seven. It is wonderful to notice 
how very short God's laws are. Here is God's great 
law against killing written out in four short words, 
or just sixteen letters. 

Now, if you go to a lawyer and ask him to show 
you one of man's laws against killing, you will find it 
very different from this. He will go to his bookcase 
and take down one of his law-books, and turn to the 
chapter on killing ; and then, if you compare that 
chapter with this 13th verse of the 20th chapter of 
£xodus, you will see what a wonderful difference 
there is between God's law and man's law. 

I did this very thing the other day when I was 
beginning this lesson. I borrowed the law-book from 
a friend, and took it to my study. I found that the 
chapter on killing contained twenty-four large pages, 

closely printed, and in small type. I did XL<;^t» ^\i^\&^ 

ia7 
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to count the number of words in that chapter. It 
would have taken too much tima It would have 
been almost like trying to count the grains in a hand- 
ful of sand from the sea-shora There were thou- 
sands of words, yes, tens of thousands, and perhaps 
hundreds of thousands of words in that chapter, which 
contained man's law about killing, for every single 
word in this sixth commandment, which contains 
God's law about killing. 

'THOU SHALT NOT KILL.' 

This is the commandment we are to consider to- 
day. It is one of the most important of all the 
commandments. 

But you notice there are no limits put to this law. 
It would seem, when we first look at it, as if it were 
unlawful for us ever to kill anything. Can this be 
the meaning of the law ? Certainly not You know 
we all eat meat. Every day we have upon our tables 
beef, or mutton, or veal, or chickens, or fisL The 
oxen, or sheep, or calves from which this meat came 
were killed before those joints of meat could be 
obtained for our tables. The butchers killed those 
cattle. Was it wrong for them to do sol Not at 
all. God has given us permission to kill these 
animals. He created them to furnish food for 
man. 

Again, in some parts of the country hungry wolvfts 
and savage bears prowl about They devour the 
sheep of the farmer, and do great mischief. The 
farmer tries all he can to kill these savage beasts. Is 
it wrong for him to do so ? No. 

Sometimes we hear of dogs going mad and biting 
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people; then every one tries to kill them. Is this 
wrong 1 No. 

A good many years ago King (George the Third of 
England sent an army over to this country to bum 
our towns and kill our people, and make our fore- 
fathers submit to unjust law& Gleneral Washington 
raised an army and fought against the EnglisL Was 
this right 1 Certainly. It is right to protect our 
lives and libertie& If any are killed in doing this it 
is not our fault 

Again, suppose a wicked man knows there is money 
in a certain house. He resolves to get it. Before he 
can do this he will have to kill the people in the 
house. This he determines to do. He arms himself 
with a sharp knifa At midnight he enters the house. 
He creeps softly to the bedside, where the inmates of 
the house are quietly sleeping. He plunges his knife 
into their bosoms. He leaves them weltering in their 
blood. He clutches the gold which he covets in his 
blood-stained hands, and goes away. 

But soon he is found out. He is proved guilty of 
the murder. He is condemned to be hung. Is it 
right to put him to death % Certainly. God tell us 
over and over again in the Bible that ' the murderer 
shall be put to death.' 

Some people say that these are Old Testament 
laws, but that the New Testament has set them aside. 
This is a mistake. It is true that the New Testament 
breathes a spirit of peace and love in our intercourse 
with one another, but it says nothing to magistrates 
about not putting murderers to death. I only 
remember one place in the ISeew T^«\»«BX!ecL\»^\i^^<^'^'^ 
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duty of a ruler or magistrate in this respect is spoken 
of, and there (Eom. xiiL 4) St Paul tells us that the 
ruler ' beareth not the mord in vain, for he is the 
minister of Grod, a refoenger to execute wraih upon him 
that doeth evil/ It is perfectly plain from this 
passage that the New Testament, as well as the Old, 
teaches us that it is right for magistrates and rolers 
to put murderers to death. If we pretend to say 
that it is not right, we set ourselves up as being wiser, 
or kinder, or better than God. 

Well, then, it is plain that there are some limits to 
this commandment. When Gk)d says, 'Thou shalt 
not kill,' He does not mean that we should not kill 
savage beasts or poisonous reptiles when they come 
in our way ; He does not mean that we should not 
defend our lives and liberties when they are assaulted ; 
and He does not mean that magistrates should not 
put hard-hearted, blood-thirsty murderers to death. 
These are exceptions to the commandment In such 
cases to kill is not to break this law. 

Now we come to the commandment itselt ' Thou 
shalt not kill.' 

There is one question to be asked and answered 
here. What does this commandment forbid 1 

It forbids INJURY to the lives of others, and 

INJURY TO OUR OWN LIVES. 

We may do injury to the lives of others by our 
actions and by our feelings. 

If a man meets another in the woods, and plunges 
a dagger into his breast that he may get his watch 
and money, does he break this commandment 1 'Yes. 
Bat mppose that, instead of gettm^ Icda TfiLonfiy ui this 
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way, he makes a poisonous drink, and sells it to the 
man without telling him what is in it, would this be 
breaking the commandment) Yes. It is just as 
bad to kill with poison as to kill with a dagger. And 
killing slowly is just as much a breach of this com- 
mandment as killing quickly. There are many 
people in this country who make and sell drinks of 
this kind. They call them wine, or brandy, or gin, 
or whisky. These are often made out of the most 
poisonous things that can be mentioned. The people 
who make these liquors call them by wrong names. 
Then they sell them to people to drink. They do 
this when they know that they are poisonous. But 
they are willing to do it for the sake of money. Are 
not such persons guilty of WXing in the sight of God ) 
Certainly. 

Suppose a man stands at his door and thought- 
lessly fires a pistol into a crowd that is passing by. 
One person in the crowd is killed. Is the man who 
fired the pistol guilty of his death % Certainly. 

Suppose I am a king. I don't think my country is 
large enougL I want to have part of my neigh- 
bour's countiy. I raise an army and march into that 
country. The king of that countiy brings his army 
to oppose mine. A great battle is fought. Twenty 
thousand men are killed. Who killed those men? 
I did, of course. Perhaps I never fired a single gun, 
or shed a single drop of blood with my own hand, 
yet every drop of blood shed in that battle would 
rest on my head. Eemember this when you read 
about what are called great heroes and conquerors. 
Look at Napoleon Buonapat\yft\ TSl"^ x^!&0«<^^ \si 
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invade Eussia. There was no necessity for it, but 
he resolved to do it to please himself. He raised a 
great army of near 500,000 men. He marched to 
Moscow. He took it. The Russians set fire to it. 
It was burnt down. Winter set in. Napoleon was 
defeated and driven back. This grand army was de- 
stroyed. More than half a million of men were killed 
in that one campaign. Who killed them % Napo- 
leon Buonaparte. What a grand murderer he was! 
Think of this when you hear or read of what is called 
his glory. Would you like to be in Napoleon's place 
when he comes to stand before the judgment-seat) 
No, no ; not for ten thousand such kingdoms as France. 

This commandment forbids all actions thai uxndd 
injure the lives of others. 

But, at the same time, it forbids all feelings that 
wovld injure the lives of others. 

Suppose you wanted to prevent any more oak trees 
from growing, what would be the best way of doing 
it ? To destroy all the acorns. Suppose it should be 
found out that chickens were a great nuisance, that 
they gave rise to a dangerous disease, and that it 
became necessary to prevent them from increasing, 
what would be the most effectual way of doing it % 
To break all the eggs that were laid. Yes, do this, 
and the chickens would soon disappear. Now, just 
what acorns are to oaks, or what eggs are to chickens, 
feelings are to actions. They are the seed, the eggs, 
out of which actions spring. Control the acorns, and 
you control the oaks. Control the eggs, and you 
control the chickens. Control the feelings, and you 
control the actions. 
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This is just what GU)d's law does. It comes into 
our hearts and teaches us to control their feelings. 
It tells us that 'he who hateth his brother is a 
murderer' (1 John iiL 15). 

Who was the first murderer of whom we read in 
the Bible? Cain. Do you suppose he became a 
murderer all at once ? No ; he came to it by degrees, 
just as the acorn grows into the oak. There was a 
day when Gain had the first feeling of hatred or 
anger towards his brother. That feeling was the 
acorn out of which the oak tree of murder grew. If, 
when that feeling first sprang up in his heart, Cain 
had checked it at once, that would have been like 
plucking up the acorn as soon as it began to sprout. 
Then no oak tree would have grown from it. Cain 
never would have been a murderer. 

Now, acomrmurder is just as bad in the sight of GU)d, 
and just as much a breaking of this commandment, 
as oak4ree-murder. I mean by this that hearUmurder 
is as sinful in GUxl's sight as hand-murder. If we 
indulge angry and hateful feelings in our hearts 
towards a person, that makes us murderers in Grod's 
sight. The reason is, that if we let these feelings 
stay there, and grow, they will soon make us real 
murderers. Ah, my dear children, how many heart- 
murderers there are among us! How many who 
have the guilt of murder on their souls, without 
having the blood of murder on their hands ! 

Now, suppose you should find out that in one 
comer of the room in which you sleep there was a 
nest of young rattlesnakes, and that at any time they 
might spring out of their nest and bit^ ^q(v^\^\^ 
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would you do f Search the rooif^ find out the nest^ 
and have thd young snakes killed. That would he 
the only wise and safe course. But let me tell you 
that in the comer of your heart there may be some- 
thing worse than a nest of rattlesnakes. Is anger or 
hatred allowed to dwell there ? If so, that is worse 
than a rattlesnake. If you do not overcome it^ it may 
spring up suddenly, some time or other, and make you 
a murderer in a moment. 

I remember when I was a boy at school a case of 
this kind occurred. One of the scholars, whose name 
was James, had a terrible temper. The least thing 
that displeased him would throw him into a rage, and 
then he would act in the most violent manner. He 
never seemed to feel how dreadfully wicked it was, 
or to be afraid of the consequences that might follow 
from it. 

One day, during recess, he stretched himself on a 
bench to take a nap. One of the boys thought he 
would have a little fun with Jamea He took a 
feather, and leaned over the bench, and began to 
tickle him in the ear. James shook his head, and 
cried, *Quit that.' Presently he felt the feather 
again. * You quit that, I say 1' he exclaimed, very 
angrily. The boy very thoughtlessly went on with 
his mischief. Then James sprang from the bench, 
seized a pair of compasses Ipng on the desk near him, 
and threw them at the toy with all his might. They 
struck him on the side of the head. They entered 
his brain. He fell down, never spoke again, and was 
carried home a corpse. How dreadful this was ! 
Here was the young serpent that had been allowed to 



* 



4^ 



•■ •■■ r 



» r 



•>-■'' 



1 



THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 145 

nestle in this boy'a. heart springing up suddenly to its 
full growth, and making a murderer of him. Oh, 
watch against these young serpents ! And if you 
find them in your heart, take that heart to Jesus, and 
ask Him to give you His grace to resist and overcome 
them. 

Thus we have seen what the commandment forbids 
in reference to others: it forbids all oxiwnA and 
fedings that may injure their lives. 

But the commandment also forbids injury to our 

OWN LIVES. 

Almost every day we hear or read about some 
people killing themselves. Sometimes they do it by 
jumping into the river and drowning themselves; 
sometimes they do it by hanging, or shooting, or by 
taking poison. This is called 'committing suicide,' 
or killing oneself. Now, I need hardly tell you 
that this is breaking the sixth commandment Every- 
body knows this. I think there is not much danger 
of any of you breaking the commandment in this warj. 
Very few persons who have been taught in Sunday 
school, and who know what God's commandments are, 
are ever found breaking the sixth commandment in 
Ms way. 

But there are other ways in which we may break 
this commandment, by injuring our own lives, besides 
blowing out our brains, or jumping into the river, or 
taking a dose of arsenic. And in these ways a great 
many people break the sixth commandment, without 
thinking what they are doing. 

I might speak of a number of these ways ; but I 
will only speak of three. One of these ia cftrMastRXft&. 
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with eaiingy another with drinMng, and another with 
dressing. There is a great deal of killing done in each 
of these ways. 

But perhaps some of you will be ready to say : 
*Dear me, it's very strange to talk about people 
lolling themselves by eating. Why, it's pretty sure 
that they'll kill themselves if they don't eat.' 

That's true enough. And yet many people kill 
themselves by what they eat, and by the tvay in 
which they eat. 

When we are young, we do not know what is safe 
and proper for us to eat till we are taught. God has 
made the young of other creatures very different in 
this respect from the young of our race. Here is a 
young chicken just hatched. It runs about at once 
looking for something to eat. It is not necessary for 
the old hen to give it a list of articles which it mustn't 
eat. If the young chick finds a nice crumb of bread, 
or a dead fly, or a fat little worm, it doesn't run to its 
mother and say, 'Mother, will it hurt me to eat 
this )' No ; but it snaps it up in a minute, and then 
looks out for another. 

But when we are children we don't know what is 
good for us to eat. We need to be taught ; and we 
must mind what is taught us about eating, or else we 
shall make ourselves sick, and perhaps kill ourselves. 
I suppose there is never a summer that passes by but 
what more or less children kill themselves by eating 
green apples and unripe fruit of different kinds. They 
are told not to eat these things, but they forget what 
has been told them, or else they don't mind it. They 
like the taste of the fruit, they go on eating it, they 
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get sick, they die. Does God kill those children] 
No ; they kill themselves. 

Did you ever hear the fable of the 'Conceited 
Ky'l There was an old fly once that lived in a 
sugar refinery. She was a wise and prudent fly. 
When the great boiler was in operation, and clouds 
of sweet-smelling steam were rising from it, she had 
noticed that a great many of her friends and neigh- 
bours were drawn towards it. But she saw that when 
they got near to it they suddenly disappeared, and 
never came back again. She didn't understand 
what it was that killed them, but she knew it was 
dangerous, and she kept away from it. 

She had a daughter, who was very conceited, as 
young people are apt to be. The old fly never went 
from home without cautioning her young one not to 
go near the boiler. 

One day, when the old fly was away, the young one 
went out to take a little turn round and stretch her 
wings. The boiler was going. The steam from 
the boiling juice was rising in clouds. Its sweet 
smell was very pleasant and attractive. She said 
to herself, * How silly it is of my mother to be so 
much afraid of that steam 1 I'm sure it smells too 
nice to do one any harm ! Pll just go and taste a 
little of it, and get back before mother comes homa' 

She flew towards the boiler; the hot scalding 
steam struck her before she knew what she was 
doing, and down she tumbled into the boiler. 

How many a child has acted over the part of the 
conceited fly, and has found out, when it was too 
late, the folly of such a course I 
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We break this commandment when we eat what 
we are told is not good for us. And grown 
people break it, too, by eating what they have found 
out disagrees with them. Whatever we find that 
makes us sick, or disagrees with us, we should regard 
as poison. If we go on eating those things, we break 
this commandment by doing so. 

But we may break this commandment also by iht 
way in which we eat, as well as by what we eat. By 
eating too fast we may injure ourselves. 

You know the food that we eat is received into the 
stomach. There it is mixed with juices, and by a 
sort of churning motion it is turned into a white, 
pulpy substance, something like thickened milk. 
This is turned into blood, and the blood is sent all 
over our bodies, to keep the bones and flesh and skin 
in good condition. 

But in order to get the food we eat into a proper 
state to be received into the stomach, God has given 
us two rows of teeth. These are like little mill- 
stones. They are intended to grind up our food into 
very fine pieces before we swallow it and send it 
down to the stomacL Our food is not fit to go into 
the stomach until it is well ground and made quite 
fine. But when we are in a hurry, and eat our meals 
fast, we don't take time enough to grind up our food, 
or to chew it well. We swallow it in lumps, and 
send it down to the stomach in pieces so large that 
it can't be churned up into the white, pulpy sub- 
stance out of which the blood is made. The 
stomach has a world of trouble with these large 
unground pieces of food. It doesn't know what to 
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do with them. And pain and sickness and suffering, 
and sometimes even death, are occasioned by not 
giving the teeth time to do their duty when we eat. 
Well, then, when you sit down to eat your meals, 
remember the sixth commandment — ' Thou shalt not 
kilL' Eecollect that you break this commandment 
when you eaJt too fast. 

We break it also when we eat too much. 

If you put too much cargo in a vessel, what will 
become of it 1 It will sink. If you put too heavy a 
burden on a horse, a mule, or a camel, what will it 
do % Fall down, and wait till you take some of 
it off. 

Now, when we eat too much we overload the 
stomach. It can't do its work properly. The food 
we eat lies like lead on the stomach, and great pain 
and suffering follow. In this way, dyspepsia, rush of 
blood to the head, and many troublesome diseases 
are caused. Hundreds of persons kill themselves 
every year by eating too much. This is breaking the 
sixth commandment 

Perhaps some of you are ready to ask, How may 
we know when we eat too much ? When we eat just 
as much as we can we eat too much. We should 
always stop while feeling as if we could take a little 
mora Eemember we may break the sixth com- 
mandment by eaiing too much. 

But DRINKING is another way in which people may 
kill themselves. 

Most of the wines and liquors made or sold in this 
country have poisonous substances mixed up with, 
them. It is estimated that a\>ou\i ^^^^^^ ^^^moj^^'^^^ 
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themselves with drinking liquors in this country 
every year. 

This church will seat over a thousand peopla 
Only think of as many people as would fill this 
church full thirty times being killed in one year by 
drinking ! This is dreadful to think of ! Surely we 
should all try to put a stop to this terrible slaughter 1 
Every one who is in the habit of drinking liquor is 
helping to encourage thousands to break this com- 
mand. And those who indulge freely in drinking 
often kill others as well as themselves. 

A young man and his wife were going to attend a 
Christmas party at the house of a friend some miles 
distant. ' Henry, my dear husband/ said the wife, 
* won't you promise me not to drink too much at the 
party to-day 1' * Yes, Millie, Fll promise not to do 
it You may trust me.' 

Then he wrapped the baby-boy in a nice soft 
blanket, and they started. The horses were soon 
prancing over the road, and the husband and wife 
talked pleasantly together as they rode on. 

*Now, don't forget your promise,' whispered his 
wife as they entered the house. Poor thing ! she 
little knew the anguish that was before her. 

The party passed oflF pleasantly. The time for 
returning came. The wife went down from the 
upper chamber to join her husband. The moment 
her eye rested on him her heart sank. She saw 
he had forgotten his promise: he was intoxicated. 
They rode home in silence. The poor mother pressed 
her babe closely to her grieved and sorrowing heart. 
Presently they came to a daxk. asA w9{C)\!L&tl ^tceam^ 
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which they had to cross. As they came near to the 
stream he said, ' Millie, give me the baby to hold 
till we cross the creek. I can't trust him with you.' 

She hesitated. He spoke again in angry tones. 
Then she resigned her darling babe, closely wrapped 
in the great blanket, to his arms. Their noble horse 
bore them safely over the dark waters, and when they 
reached the opposite bank of the stream, the mother 
asked for the child. He placed the bundle carefully 
in her arms ; she clasped it to her bosom, and uttered 
a piercing shriek. No babe was there ! It had 
slipped ft*om the blanket, and the drunken father 
knew it not. The loud shriek of his wife roused 
him. He turned just in time to see the little rosy 
face rise one moment above the dark waters, and then 
sink for ever. Who can imagine the terrible feel- 
ings of that father's heart, to say nothing of the 
mother^s grief ? By drinking, that miserable father 
had killed his own, his (mly darling child ! Oh, 
boys, remember the sixth commandment when you 
are tempted to drink ! And, girls, beware of forming 
a connection for life with one who is in the habit of 
drinking ! 

But, then, there is another thing that we spoke of 
as leading people to break this commandment — it is 
DRESSING. Multitudes of people are killed by the 
way in which they dress themselves. 

Wearing ihin shoes is one of these ways. How 
many, females especially, you see walking the streets 
in shoes scarcely thicker than brown paper ! In 
these they will go over the pavements that are 
being deluged with water, or ev^ia. m ^<^ ^ssra^jet- 
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time when melting snow covers them. These paper^ 
like shoes afford no protection to the feet. The feet 
get wet ; then a bad cold is taken ; then consumption 
follows \ and death ensuea Hundreds of persons die 
every year in this way. Is it right to say that God 
has taken them out of the world) Not at all. They 
take themselves out. They are just as much guilty 
of suicide as if they had taken poison, or hung them- 
selves up by a rope. The sixth commandment is 
often broken ever a ihkn pair of shoes. 

But tight lacing is another way in which people kill 
themselves. Some persons think that the smaller 
they can make their waists look, the more beautiful 
they appear. Now, if you consider the body of a 
wasp as the proper model of beauty for the human 
body, then this would be true. But this is not so. 
This practice is very wicked, because it is very injuri- 
ous. Just look for a moment at that part of the 
body to which this lacing is applied. 

Eight in the centre is the heart. Near the heart 
is the liver, and the lower part of the lungs. The 
heart, you know, is the most important part of our 
whole body. It is about as large as a man's fist. Its 
shape is something like a large pear. It is divided 
into two parts. The work which the heart has to do 
is to act the part of a pump. God has given it a 
wonderful power of opening and closing itself. Its 
business is to send the blood all over our bodies, by a 
sort of pumping motion. If you put your two fists 
one over the other, and open and shut them, you will 
get an idea of the way in which the heart does its 
pumping. When it opens it \cV& tlcka VA.o^ \3a.\ when 
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it closes it forces it out. This opening and closing 
is what we call the beating of the heart. You 
can feel it when you place your hand on your left 
side. You can even hear it at night when all is 
stin. 

Close by the heart is the lower part of the lungs. 
The lungs are like a pair of bellows. Every time we 
breathe they are filled up with air, and swell them- 
selves out all around. Now, the heart must have 
room to open and shut, and the lungs must have 
room to be filled with air. To give them room, and 
keep anything from pressing against them, God has 
built around them a bone fence. We call it the ribs. 
These are pieces of bone, bent like hoops, and fastened 
into the back bone of our body ; but they are fastened 
by a sort of gum-elastic hinge or band, that can 
stretch and shrink just as may be necessary. Hence, 
when you draw a long breath, your lungs fill up, and 
your ribs swell out. When you breathe out that air, 
everything falls back again to its former position. 
In the lower part of the waist these ribs do not meet 
in front. There is a space between them, so that 
they can rise and fall as the breathing goes on ; but 
when the waist is tightly laced, these ribs are pressed 
in upon the heart and lungs, and neither of them has 
room to do its work properly. They are crowded 
and cramped, and don't know how to get on. If 
they could only speak for themselves, what a terrible 
outcry they would make ! Then, when one of those 
tight-laced ladies was sailing smoothly up or down 
the street, her poor suffering heart and lungs would 
be screaming dreadfully, and rnvvSL^^^ ^<^ ^ 
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'Murder, murder T would be heard sounding out 
from her bosom. 

One of the best physicians in the city told me the 
other day that two-thirds of all the deaths among 
females are caused by thin shoes and tight lacing. 

But, then, there is another thing connected with 
dressing which leads to the breaking of this com- 
mandment, — I mean wearing low-nedced dresses. 

You know, in old times, when soldiers used to 
wear armour, if a man went into battle with his 
helmet or his breast-plate off, his enemies would be 
sure to aim an arrow at the part that was left un- 
covered, and so wound or kill him. Now, this life 
is like a battle-field. The enemies we have to fight 
against are diseases of different kinds. The armour 
we have for our bodies is proper clothing. K we 
leave the clothing off certain parts of our body which 
ought to be kept covered, some of these enemies will 
attack us in those very parts, and do us a great deal 
of harm. Colds and consumptions are among these 
enemies. The arrows they shoot with are draughts of 
cold air. Two of the most tender and delicate parts 
of our body, and the most dangerous to leave un- 
covered, are the back of the neck, or between the 
shoulders and under the arm. Let a blast of cold 
air strike you in either of these places when left 
uncovered, and you might almost as well have a 
sharp-pointed steel arrow or a loaded pistol shot at 
you. Yet these are the very parts which those 
miserable, low-necked dresses leave uncovered. When 
I see little children and young ladies, and even 
married ladies too sometimes, >?re«xi3i^ these sort of 
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dresses, it makes me shudder. It brings up to my 
mind the thought of a hacking cough, a sick-chamber, 
and an early grave. Thousands of persons kill them- 
selves in this way; and in this way the sixth 
commandment is broken by many who never think 
what they are doing. 

But there is something else to be said about these 
low-necked dresses when they are worn by grown-up 
young ladies. You know the seventh commandment 
says, 'Thou shalt not commit adultery.' Among 
other things forbidden by this commandment is the 
doing anything that is indelicate or immodest. Now 
these low-necked dresses are in the highest degree 
immodest. I never can cease wondering how any 
virtuous and pure-minded female can allow herself to 
wear one of them in the presence of a large company 
of people. Those who wear these dresses break two 
commandments at once. They break the sixth com- 
mandment over the back of their neck ; and they 
break the seventh commandment over the front of it. 
Many persons have worn these dresses without think- 
ing about the two-fold evil connected with them ; but 
if any lady will go on wearing them after these evils 
have been plainly pointed out, I for one should 
have a very poor opinion of such a lady. 

Thus, my dear young friends, I have tried to 
answer the one question started at the beginning of 
this lesson. That question is, Whd does this corrir 
mandmerU forbid f It forbids injwry to the lives of 
otherSy and injv/ry to ovr own Iwes, 

We may injure the lives of others by our actions 
and by ova feelings. 
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We may injure our own lives by drowning, shoot- 
ing, hanging, or poisoning ; but, in addition to this, 
we may do it by certain things connected with eoMn^^ 
drinking f and dressing. In connection with eating, we 
spoke of eating torang things, eating too fast^ and 
eatmg too wmch. In connection with dressing, we 
spoke of thin shoes^ tight lacing, and law-necked dresses, 

1 intended to have had another question in this 
lesson. That question was, fFhy does this command- 
ment forbid killing? Then I should have tried to 
show you that it forbids killing because life is so 
valuable ; because, when once taken away, we cannot 
restore it ; and because of the punishment God has 
threatened to inflict on those who take it away. But 
it would have required another lesson to consider 
these reasons properly. We must let them go, 
therefore. 

Before closing, however, I must say a word or two 
about this commandment. I suppose there is not one 
person here, however young, who has not broken it. 
I don't mean to say that we have all been murderers 
outright ; but we have all had angry feelings towards 
others, and this has made us murderers in heart 
We have all reason, therefore, to repent before God 
for the sin we have committed in this respect. We 
should all pray earnestly for pardon for the past, and 
for grace to help us to do better for the future. 

We may all learn a lesson on this subject from a 

little girl of whom I was reading lately. Her name 

was Alice. One evening her mother had company, 

and her elder sister Sarah took her up-stairs to put 

^er to bed. 
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As Sarah was undressing Alice she noticed that 
she seemed very sad, and that tears were ronning 
down her cheeks. She asked her what was the 
matter, but Alice gave her no answer. *Tell me, 
child, what ails you/ said Sarah. Still Alice said 
nothing; only she sighed, and seemed greatly troubled. 
When it was time to kneel down by her little bed 
and pray, Alice knelt and bowed her head, but no 
words came from her lips. Sarah thought this was 
very strange. Then Alice arose, and crept into her 
bed, so silent, so sad, so tearful, that Sarah was 
frightened. She went down-stairs and joined the 
company. There she seized the first opportunity of 
mentioning it to her mother. 

*I will run up directly,' said she, 'and see what 
ails the child.' 

* She is not sick, mother,' said her sister ; ' only it 
seems as if something were troubling her mind.' 

Presently the mother escaped from the parlour, 
and went up to the chamber of her little one. She 
trod very softly, lest Alice might have fallen asleep ; 
but as she drew near she heard low sobs and cries. 

*My child,' said her mother tenderly, stooping 
down to her bedside, * what troubles you 1 Tell me.' 

* Oh, mother, I am so glad you have come ! * cried 
Alice, uncovering her head, and seizing her mother's 
hand. 'I can't say my prayers, and I can't go to 
sleep.' 

'Do tell me what's the matter with my dear 
daughter.' 

' Oh, mother, I killed cousin Ruth in wy heart to- 
day, I did !' and the tears flowed afie«\i. ^^^!i& ^\» 
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angry, and I wished her dead. That makes me a 
mwderer. I can't ask God's forgiveness till I've made 
up with KutL He won't hear me, for my heart has 
had anger and hatred in it, and not love. Oh, 
mother!' and the poor child wept as though her 
heart would break. 

Her mother tried to comfort her, but there lay the 
cold, heavy weight of sin upon her bosom, and she 
could take no comfort 

* Oh, if I could only see Euth, and we could make 
up ! Then I could pray and go to sleep/ she said 
piteously. 

* Mother, can't I go to Ruth's house V 

Her mother thought a moment. She felt that to 
help her child to think and feel rightly on this sub- 
ject was the most important of all things. * Yes, my 
child, you shall go,' she said. 

Ah, if she had been one of those mothers who 
always send their children to bed in charge of ser- 
vants, what a golden opportunity she would have 
lost of doing her child good I 

Alice's father was called, who, wrapping his weep- 
ing child in a blanket, carried her into the next-door 
house, where her cousin Kuth lived. She was taken 
to Euth's bedside. It was a melting scene to witness 
the confession, the prayer for forgiveness, and the kiss 
of reconciliation. Then Alice wiped away her tears, 
and, laying her head on her father's shoulder, she 
asked to be carried home. 

Once more in her own chamber, Alice kneeled 
down and prayed God to forgive her for the sin of 
haidng Eutlu * Give me love in. my heart,' she cried 
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earnestly, * because *'Grod is love," and because it 
was love which made Jesus die on the cross for us ; 
and, oh, keep me from hating and killing anybody in 
my heart!' 

So did little Alice pray. Oh, what a prayer was 
that ! Sin and conscience, love and hatred, had been 
fighting in her heart; but love gained the victory. 
Can we not remember feeling towards somebody just 
as Alice felt towards Euth % Let us learn from the 
example of Alice what to do. We should ask the 
forgiveness of those towards whom we have felt anger 
or hatred. Then we should ask God's forgiveness 
and pray for His grace to take away all these wicked 
feelings from our hearts, and fill them with love. It 
is love to Gk)d, and love to our fellow-creatures, which 
makes us the children of God ; and it is hatred, and 
anger, and strife, which makes us the children of the 
devil. Let us remember the words of the hymn : 

* Whene'er the angry passions rise, 

And tempt our thoughts and tongues to strife, 
To JesoB let ns lift our eyes, 
Bright pattern of the Christian life. 

' His fair example let us trace, 

To teach us what wo ought to bo ; 
Make us, by Thy transforming grace, 
Dear Saviour, daily more lilie Thee.' 
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'Thou shalt not oommit adultery.* — Ex. xz. 16. 

HAVE not written a chapter on this com- 
mandment, because it is not so mach 
adapted for children as for older persons. 
Many things that it refers to can only be 
understood by grown-up people. The seventh com- 
mandment is intended to preserve us from all im- 
purity of heart and life. It requires us to be modest 
and virtuous in all our thoughts and feelings, as well 
as in our actions and our dress. It forbids the use of 
any indecent language, the reading of books or look- 
ing at pictures that contain anything immoral or 
impure. It would lead us all to seek and maintain-^ 

* A heart in every thought renewed, 

And fuU of love divine, 
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
A copy. Lord, of Thine.* 
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* Thou shalt not steal.*— Ex. xx. 15. 

E read in ancient history of a king who, 
when he published his laws, had them 
written on plates of brass, but set up on 
pillars so high that the people could not 
read them. Still, if they did not keep the laws he 
made, he said he would punish them. This was very 
unreasonable. It was very wicked. How differently 
from this God acted in publishing His laws! He 
first came down upon the top of Mount Sinai and 
spoke the words of His laws in a voice like thunder. 
All the people around the mountain heard distinctly 
every word He said. Then He wrote His laws on 
tables of stone, that wouldn't wear out, so that the 
people might always have a copy of them near at 
hand, and read and understand them. And now we 
have these laws printed in our Bibles; and these 
Bibles we have always near us. They are in our 
churches, in our schools, and in our homes ; so that 
we can turn to them at any time, and find out just 
what God wants us to do or not to do. 
God's laws are not only easy to ^^\» ^\>^\svi^ *vi^:iK^ 

L 
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are very plain, when we do get at them. They are 
very short, and very simple. When we read the laws 
that men make, they are wrapt up in so many words, 
and some of them are such strange words, that it is 
very hard oftentimes to find out the meaning of 
them. What could be shorter or more simple than 
this eighth commandment, which contains Gk>d's great 
law against stealing 1 ' Tlvou shalt not steal,* 

Four little words make it up. There is not a single 
unnecessary letter in it. It is so plain that anybody 
can understand it. I suppose the youngest scholar in 
an infant school can tell what it means. 

In speaking about this commandment, the chief 
thing to be considered is the different ways in which 
it may be broken. 

You know it often happens, when you are going 
along a road, that you find it dividing itself into two 
or more roads. These are called branches or forks 
of the road. The road or way we are considering 
now, that is, the way of breaking the eighth com- 
mandment, divides itself into five forks or branches. 
These represent five different ways in which this 
commandment may be broken, or five different way^ 
of stealing. 

Suppose we call these forks by the first five letters 
of the alphabet. Then we shall have fork A^fark B^ 
fork Cy fork D, BJidfork E. 

Fork K is the way of stealing by forgetfulness. 

Somebody said once that 'man is a bundle of 

habits.' This is true. Some of these habits are 

good habits, but a great many more are bad ones. 

Among these bad h.a\)ita none \& «kO conimon as a 
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bad memory. This is the habit of forgetting things. 
People with these bad memories borrow things from 
their neighbours and friends, and forget to return 
them. Now, to the persons who lend those things, it 
is just as bad as if a thief should come into their 
house and steal them. Umbrellas, and books, and 
things of that kind are most likely to suffer in this 
way. Let me show you how it happens. 

Here is Mr. John Smith. He breaks the com- 
mandment by going through fork A. For instance, 
John Smith is going to his shop one day when he is 
overtaken by a shower of rain. He stops under an 
awning at first, but the rain pours on. Presently he 
says to himself, ' What shall I do ) I can't stay here 
all day, and yet I don't want to get wet through. 
Ah, I see, there is my friend Johnson's, I'll just step 
in there and borrow an umbrella.' He gets the 
umbrella, promising to see it safely returned. He 
carries it home, puts it on the hat-stand in the entry, 
or in the closet under the stairs, and forgets all about 
it. There is no mark upon the umbrella to show whose 
it is. It is never returned, and so Mr. Johnson loses 
lus umbrella. Isn't it all the same to him as if his 
umbrella had been stolen 1 Certainly. Mr. John 
Smith would be offended if any one should call him a 
thief ^ yet practically he is just as bad. Perhaps you 
are ready to say, * Ah, but he didn't intend to steal ; 
he only forgot. He merely had a bad memory.* Yes, 
but then he should not forget. He has no business to . 
have a bad memory. He could help this if he chose. 
Do you suppose he ever forgets when bteak&s^ ks^ 
dinner-time comes 1 Do you \3Qix^ \ka \^a& ^ \»^ 
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memory when other people borrow umbrellas from 
him 1 Oh no. His memory is excellent then. This 
shows that people can control their memory if they 
want to do so. Memory is a thing of habit. We can 
get iifdo the habit of forgetting things if we are not 
careful ; and we can get md of it if we try properly. 
If we neglect to try, then we shall break this com- 
mandment by going through the fork A, which is the 
way of forgetfulness. 

Take another case. Here are two boys, James and 
Eobert. They both go a good deal through this fork 
A. They both have bad memories. James is spend- 
ing an evening with Eobert. Eobert shows him his 
Christmas presents. Among these is a beautiful set 
of Abbot's historical works. The last of the series 
James has never read. He asks the loan of it^ 
promising to take great care of it, and return it the 
next time he comes to see Eobert. The book is lent, 
but Eobert forgets to put down on a piece of paper 
the name of the book and of the person who borrows 
it. Everybody should do this who lends books. James 
takes the book home, reads it about half through, 
gets tired of it, puts it away on one of the upper 
shelves of the bookcase, and forgets to return it. 
The book never gets back to its owner. Eobert 
finds after a while that one book is missing out of 
his set of Abbot's works, but he can't remember who 
borrowed it. 

Borrowing is just as bad as stealing in such cases. 

I have had a good-sized library of books stolen from 

me in this way. What a good thing it would be if 

all the people who travel ONet ^dfc^ ioJtV k ^ould. 
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every once in a while, overhaul their hat-stands, and 
closets, and bookshelves, to find out what things they 
have there which do not belong to them, and return 
these to their proper owners. I should have to put 
up some new shelves in my library if I could only 
get all my lost books back again. The fork A, or 
forgetfulness^ is one branch of the way in which the 
eighth commandment is broken. 

Fork B, (yr cunning, is another branch of it. 

Did you ever see a counterfeit bank-note ) This is 
a note which somebody has made to look so much 
like a good note that most people are not able to tell 
the di£ference. It passes for a good note, though it 
is not worth a straw. And gold and silver coin are 
counterfeited in the same manner. The people who 
make them think themselves very cunning. But 
they are not a bit better than thieves. 

Counterfeiting is a great sin. When those who 
are guilty of it are caught in this country they are 
put in prison. In England the law is more severe 
than with us. There counterfeiters formerly used to 
be hung, but now they are transported to Botany 
Bay when caught and proved guilty. And those who 
pass counterfeit money, if they know it, are just as 
bad as those who make it. Sometimes you hear 
people say, * Well, we took it for good money, and 
therefore we have a right to pass it again.' But this 
is not trua If they take it for good money, and pass 
it away again before they discover that it is bad, 
then, of course, they are not to blame ; but if they 
find out that it is bad, then they cannot atte\05^t. \j^ 
pass it without breaking tlie eigjnfti twiflSiasv^sfikKciv*. 
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But a great many other things may be counter- 
feited as well as money. You have all heard of the 
Yankee pedlar who made wooden nutmegs and sold 
them for real ones. This was counterfeiting, — ^it was 
stealing, or breaking the eighth commandment by 
cmrnmg. And this is true of every way in which 
people get up an imitation of something that is real 
and valuable, and sell it for the real thing. 

You know how men who deal in horses will take a 
horse that is diseased and good for nothing, and 
manage to hide his faults or the symptoms of his 
disease, and then sell him for a good horse. In a 
day or two the purchaser finds that he is of no use. 
So jewellery and such like things are made of brass 
and sold for gold. So medicines are sold as war- 
ranted to cure certain diseases, when those who make 
them know they have no more power to cure such 
diseases than so much water, and perhaps not half as 
much. All these are only so many different ways of 
stealing or breaking the eighth commandment. And 
there are scores of such ways in which people are said 
to live by their wits. 

This fork B takes in all the various tricks and 
contrivances by which cunning men manage to get 
money out of people without giving them anything 
really valuable in return. They may get rich in this 
way, and think themselves very smart, and pride 
themselves for their cunning, but they are no better 
than thieves and robbers after alL When God shall 
come to reckon with them at last, they will find that 
the real name for what they called smartness was 
steaiing. This is the nam^ by N?hich God calls it. 
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Oh, there are great multitudes of people found 
breaking the eighth commandment along this fork B 1 

Very many of the shows and exhibitions, the 
pretended inventions and discoveries, of which we 
hear so much in our large cities, belong to this branch 
of our subject. This fork B is the place for theuL It 
takes in all who try to get money by anything that 
may properly be called a humbug^ instead of by honest 
labour. 

We pass on now to Fork C. Here we firid all those 
who break the eighth commandment by deceit. 

Sometimes this deceit leads people to keep back 
money that belongs to others when they think it 
won't be discovered. 

A very good story in illustration of this is told of 
the Duke of Buccleuch, a Scotch nobleman. One 
day the duke had bought a cow in the neighbourhood 
of Dalkeith, where he lived. The cow was to be sent 
home the next morning. Early in the morning the 
duke was taking a walk in a very common dress. As 
he went along he saw a boy trying in vain to drive 
the cow to his residence. The cow was very unruly, 
and the poor boy couldn't get on with her atalL 
The boy, not knowing the duke, bawled out to him 
in the broad Scotch accent, * Hie, mun, come here and 
gie's a han' wi' this beast' The duke walked slowly 
on, not seeming to notice the boy, who still kept 
calling for his help. At last, finding he couldn't get 
on with the cow, he cried out in distress, 'Gome here, 
mun, and help us, and as sure as onything I gie ye 
half I get' 

The duke went and lent a hel^^YoigVjAsA^ 
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' And now/ said the duke, as they trudged along 
after the cow, * how much do ye think ye'll get for 
the job V '1 dinna ken/ said the boy, ' but I'm sure 
o' something, for the folks up at the big house are 
gude to a' body/ 

As they came to a lane near the house the duke 
slipped away from the boy and entered by a different 
way. Galling a servant, he put a sovereign into his 
hand, saying, 'Give that to the boy who brought the 
cow/ 

He then returned to the end of the lane where he 
had parted from the boy, so as to meet him on his 
way back. * Well, how much did you get ? ' asked 
the duke. * A shilling,' said the boy, * and there's 
half o* it to ye.' * But surely you got more than a 
shilling,' said the duke. * No,' said the boy ; * as sure 
as death that's a' I got — and d'ye no think it's plenty 1' 
' I do not,' said the duke ; Hhere must be some mis- 
take, and as I am acquainted with the duke, if you 
return I think I'll get you more.' 

They went back. The duke rang the bell and 
ordered all the servants to be assembled. *Now,' 
said the duke to the boy, * point me out the person 
who gave you the shilling.' ' It was that chap there 
with the apron,' said he, pointing to the butler. The 
butler fell on his knees, confessed his faulty and 
begged to be forgiven, but the duke indignantly 
ordered him to give the boy the sovereign and quit 
his service immediately. *You have lost/ said the 
duke, * your money, your situation, and your character 
by your deceitfulness ; learn for the future that 
honesty is the best policy .' TVift \io^ tlo^ i<(svnid:Qut 
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who it was that had helped him to drive the cow ; 
and the duke was so pleased with the manliness and 
honesty of the boy that he sent him to school, and 
provided for him at his own expense. 

This butler was in fork 0. He broke the com* 
mandment by docdi, and trying to keep back from 
another what belonged to him when he thought he 
would not be found out. 

Merchants and shopkeepers are very much tempted 
to go through fork C, by representing their goods as 
better than they are, or by not telling frankly the 
imperfections of the goods, when they know all about 
them. 

For instance, a lady goes into a shop to buy a 
dress. She finds one of the colour she wants. If 
she could be sure the colours would not fade she 
would take it She says to the shopkeeper, *Will 
these colours standi* *0h yes, madam, they are 
the very best colours to wear. They will stand as 
long as the dress lasts.' The lady buys the dress on 
this assurance, though all the while the shopkeeper 
knows the colours will not stand at all. In this way 
he steals the lady's money. That man's place is in 
fork 0. 

A gentleman from the country placed his son with 
a dry goods merchant in Broadway, New York. For 
a time all went well One day a lady came into the 
shop to purchase a silk dress, and the yoimg man 
waited on her. She liked the article. The price 
was agreed upon, and he began to unfold and measure 
off the gooda While he was doing this he discoveteid 
A flaw in the silk. The lady A\A. iksAi x^iMvifc *^ ^^^ 
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might have sold it without saying anything about it 
Many a shopkeeper would have done so. But this 
young man was honest. He understood the meaning 
of the eighth commandment. He did not belong to 
fork 0. He said to the lady, * Madam, I deem it my 
duty to tell you that this silk is imperfect. I have 
just discovered a flaw in it' Of course the lady 
didn't take it She left the shop without buying 
anything. 

The merchant saw what had taken place, and was 
very angry. He wrote at once to the father of the 
young man, asking him to come and take his son 
away, *for,* said he, 'he will never make a merchant' 

The father, who had great confidence in his son, 
was very much grieved, and hastened to the city to 
find out what was the matter. ' What do you mean 
by saying my son will not make a merchants* he 
asked. 

* I mean he has no tact,* was the answer. * Only a 
day or two ago he told a lady who was buying a 
piece of silk that the goods were damaged, and I lost 
the bargain. Now, sir, that is no way to do business. 
Purchasers must look out for themselves. If they 
don't see what is wrong about the goods, it would be 
foolishness for me to point it out' 

' And is that all the fault you have to find with 
my son % ' asked the father. 

* Yes, sir ; he is very well in other respects.' 

' Then I love my son better than ever, and I thank 
you for telling me of this matter ; but I wouldn't have 
him another day in your shop for the world.' 
Now I do not mean to im]^\y Vk^^^i \^^q^I^ ^ko keep 
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dry goods shops are more apt to do business in this 
way than any other people. I know many honour- 
able men among them who would rather never sell 
another piece of goods than do as this merchant 
wanted his young man to do. But you will find 
some people in every branch of business who are 
ready to act in just this way. They call it having 
business tact or talent. God calls it Mealing — break- 
ing the eighth commandment. If we could go along 
one of our business streets, and find out who among 
the shopkeepers act as this New York merchant 
acted, I wonder how many signs there would be on 
the •comer of which might be written, Fork C. 
This class takes in all who break the eighth com- 
mandment by deceit 

But now we go a few steps farther y and take a turn 
into Fork D. In this branch of the way we find those 
who break the commandment by extortion. 

This word means wringing or squeezing out. 

All those people are found in this fork who are 
never willing to give a fair j)rice for anything. There 
is a very large class of this sort of people. If you go 
arshopping with them, you find them always trying 
to beat down the price of things. No matter whether 
the price is high or low, they want to get it a little 
lower. They do not consider whether the price asked 
for a thing is a fair, honest price or not ; however 
low it may be, they are not satisfied unless it is put 
lower stilL If an article worth one pound is off'ered 
them for ten shillings, they will offer eight shillings 
for it. 

Here is a lady who is a hovja^Ya^^^t \i^ws5QXi^^^ 
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fork D. She wants some strawberries. There is a 
poor girl going by with a basketful on her head. 
She stops the girl at the front door, and lisks the 
price of her strawberries. ^One shilling a quart, 
ma'am/ says the girl. 

' 111 take six quarts if youll let me have them for 
tenpence.' 

* Indeed, ma'am, that'll take away all my profit' 

* Well, I won't give you a halfpenny more.' 

The big tears roll down the cheeks of the poor girl 
as she measures out the strawberries. She has a 
poor widowed mother, with a sick little baby brother, 
at home, who have nothing to depend on but what 
she makes by selling her berries. The money which 
the rich lady has wrung from her — might I not say 
Mm from her % — ^would have been, oh, such a help 
and comfort to them 1 And yet this lady will go out 
by and by and spend money on herself for things 
that she really does not need at all This is cruel ; it 
is mean ; it is wicked. This is what the Bible calls 
oppressing the poor, or * grvndmg the faces of the 
poor;' and God threatens dreadful things against 
those who do it. That lady little thinks that she is 
breaking the eighth commandment over the head and 
heart of that poor girL But she is ; and when Grod 
comes to reckon with her, she will find it out. 

Fork D, in big letters, ought to be written over her 
door. 

But people along this fork break the command- 
ment by not giving those who work for them as much 
wages as they deserve^ and by not paying them their wages 
w/ien diie. 
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The kbour of poor people is all they have in the 
world. It is their fortune. To take this away from 
them is the worst kind of stealing. What multitudes 
of women in all our large cities get their living by 
making shirts, vests, or pantaloons; and see what 
they get for their labour 1 

From a printed list of prices paid to tailoresses for 
sewing, put into my hands by a friend, I find that 
for making men's thick, heavy satinet coats, they get 
three shillings apiece. It must take a woman at 
least two days to make one of these.. That gives her 
about (me shUling and sia^encefor a whole day*s lahow / 

For making thick cassimere pants, full-trinmied, 
they get only about one shilling and sixpence. A 
woman would have to work very hard to finish one of 
these in a day. 

In a recent report of the Union Benevolent Society 
of this city, a visitor states that she visited a family, 
the mother of which was making fine shirts, all but 
the bosoms, for which she received about /mr shillings 
a dozen I I suppose it would be impossible for any 
woman to make more than one shirt a day if she 
kept close at it, sewing hard from morning till night. 
This would give her about fourpence for a hard day's 
work! These are simple facts. 

If this is not stealing, what is it ? It is the worst 
kind of stealing — stealing the health and life of poor 
destitute women ! 

But perhaps some of you are ready to say, ' Well, 
we are only children, mere boys and girls. We don't 
hire working men and women ; and what is the use 
of talking to us about these thiB^g^\' 
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Yes, I know many of you are but children, only 
boys and girls now. But do you always expect to be 
children ? Are you going to remain boys and girls 
for ever? No. By and by you will be men and 
women, fathers and mothers, masters and mistresses. 
Then you will have servants and working people 
to hire; and I am teaching you about these com- 
mandments for the future, and not for the present. 
I want you to be better nien and women, better 
fathers and mothers, better masters and mistresses, 
than those who have gone before you. 

Now, think of the hundreds and thousands of poor 
women who are working early and late, using up 
their fingers, and eyes, and energies, for such a 
miserable pittance as that just spoken of above ! How 
shameful it is ! They are actually digging their 
graves with their fingers, while others are getting 
rich by them. Well might one of England's poets 
write a song about it. It was called * The Song of 
the Shirt.' It described a poor woman at her work 
in this way : 

* With fingers weary and worn. 

With eyelids heavy and red, 
A woman sat in unwomanly rags, 

Plying her needle and thread — 

Stitch — stitch — stitch ! 
In poverty, hunger, and dirt, 

And still with a voice of dolorous pitch. 
She sang the '* Song of the Shirt." 

* " Work — work — work ! 
Till the brain begins to swim ; 

Work — work — work I 
Till the eyes are lieav^ and dim \ 
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Seam, and gusset, and band, 

Band, and gusset, and seam. 
Till over the buttons I fall asleep, 

And sew them on in a dream I 

* "Work — work — work ! 
My labour never flags ; 

And what are its wages ? A bed of straw, 

A crust of bread — and rags ; 
That shatter'd roof— and this naked floor — 

A table— a broken chair — 
And a wall so bluik, my shadow I thank 

For sometimes falling there 1 

* ** Work — work — work ! 
From weary chime to chime ; 

Work — work — work ! 
As prisoners work for crime. 
Band, and gusset, and seam, 

Seam, and gusset, and band. 
Till the heart is sick, and the brain benumbed. 

As well as the weary hand." ' 

Who can help feeling the greatest pity for multi- 
tudes of poor women who are suffering all the dreadful 
evils which this song so touchingly describes % 

A great many rich people break this commandment 
in the way of which we are now speaking. If we 
should go through the streets in which our wealthy 
people live, how many we should find on whose 
elegant marble or brown stone houses we might write 
Fork D ; the meaning of which would be : This man 
got rich by extortion, t.e. by making the poor labour 
for him, and not giving them the pay that their 
labour deserved. 

AnA^ then, other people in fork D break this command- 
ment by not paying the poor their wages as soon as they 
are due. 
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For instance, here is a lady who has had a beautiful 
silk dress made. She is going to a party, or perhaps 
she is going to get married in it. She puts it on, and 
goes into company, and enjoys herself; but the poor 
dressmaker is not paid. The lady does not intend to 
cheat her out of the money. She says to herself, 
' It's only a few shillings ; it don't make any difference ; 
I'll pay her some other time.' It makes no difference 
to the rich lady, but it makes a woTiderfut, difference to 
the poor woman. 

Perhaps it is winter, and her fuel is all gone, and 
she has to sit shivering in the cold, because the 
money which the rich lady owes her for making that 
dress is not paid. Perhaps she is without food, and 
she and her children have to go hungry to bed, 
because that rich lady has neglected to pay her what 
she owes. She groans and cries in her misery. God 
hears those cries, and writes them in His book 
against that thoughtless lady. Just hear what the 
Bible says about this: 'Behold, the hire of the 
labourers, which is of you kept back, crieth ; and the 
cries are entered into the ears of the Lord ' (Jas. v. 4). 

Do you know that Grod made a law among the 
Jews about this very thing 1 You will find it in 
Deut xxiv. 15. This law required the Jews always 
to pay those who had been working for them before 
the sun went down. How kind and tender God is 
to think about the poor, and take care of them in 
this way 1 

When you grow up to be men and women, be sure 
that you always pay the poor well who work for you. 
Yes, and pay them at once. TYi^x^ ^ ^ja. old proverb 
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which says, *He gives tvMe who gives guuMy;^ and 
it is just as true of paying. But don't wait till you 
grow up. Talk about this matter at home now. 
Don't live in fork D yourselves ; and if you can help 
it, don't let any of those about you live in it 

People in fork D break this commandment by 
extortion. 

Fork "Etisthe only other branch of this subject that we 
shall speak of. Those who dwell in this fork break the 
comTnamdmerd by violence and fraud. 

The word violence here takes in all the burglars or 
housebreakers, the thieves and highway robbers, who 
are locked up in our prisons, or are prowling about 
our streets. It requires no argument to prove that 
these people break the commandment; we are all 
agreed about this. I have no fear that any of you 
will be found in this fork. It is very seldom indeed 
that those who have been taught in Sabbath schools 
when young are ever found at last in such company 
as this. 

But the other side of this fork E takes in a great 
many of what are called the most wealthy and 
respectable of our people. They break the eighth 
commandment by fraud or cheating. 

Sometimes we hear that a bank is broken. We 
ask what caused that bank to fail? It turns out 
that the president and directors of the bank took the 
money which was put in it, and used it in business 
as if it had been their own. Perhaps they didn't 
intend to keep the money; they meant to put it 
back again by and by. But their business didn't 
succeed; the money was lost. Tlie^ tl^'^^^ ^^^5S.^^^ 
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it again to put back ; and when the poor widows and 
orphans, whose money had been put in the bank to 
be kept safely, came to ask for it, it was no^ Qure, 
The bank had failed ; the money was lost. 

Now, those officers had no more right to take this 
money and use it in this way than they had to go 
and break open another bank, and steal the money 
locked up in it. Man's law won't punish those men ; 
it calls their conduct only * a breach of trust' God's 
law calls it stealing. Those men break the eighth 
conmiandment just as truly as the midnight robber 
does who creeps into your house and steals away 
your money while you are asleep. 

Officers of Government are often found living in 
this fork K Sometimes we read in the newspapers 
about some public officer who had money to collect 
for the Government. He disappears suddenly from 
home ; he has gone to California, or to Europe. 
What is the matter? Why, he owes an immense 
sum to the Government, and he can't pay it He 
took that much money, which belonged to the Govern- 
ment, and used it for himself, and now he can't put 
it back again. Well, what is he called in the news- 
papers? He is called * a defavlterl^ A defaulter! 
That doesn't sound so very badly. It seeips to speak 
of him as if he were not much to blama It repre- 
sents him as guilty of only a slight mistake, a trifling 
fault. He is only * a defaulter ! ' 

But the real meaning of this word, when apjplied 
to such a man, is thief or robber I 

Remember, my dear children, as long as you live, 
that if ever you have any money left in your charge 
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belonging to another person, you have no more right 
to use that money as your own than you have to 
break into your neighbour's house and steal his 
money. 

The people in fork E break this commandment by 
ffioknce and fraud. 

Thus we have gone through five different forks. 
Let us see if we can recollect them, and the way in 
which the commandment is broken in each of them. 
Fork A, by foegetfulness ; Fork B, by cunning ; 
Fork C, by deceit ; Fork D, by ExxoRnoN ; Fork 

E, BY VIOLENCE AND FRAUD. 

There is a very important question to be con- 
sidered in closing this subject. The question is, 
How shall we keep out of these forks ? 

There are two things for us to do if we would 
keep out of them. We must resist little temptations. 
This is one thing to do. Everything must have a 
beginning. I remember reading once about a man 
who was going to be hung for robbery and murder. 
On the scaffold, he said he began to steal by taking a 
farthing from his mother's pocket while she was 
asleep. Many children begin to steal at the sugar- 
bowl or the cake-basket To take the smallest thing 
that does not belong to us, without permission, is 
stealing. 

A little girl was once taken by her mother into 
a shop. As she stood there she saw a basket of 
oranges' exposed for sale. They looked ripe and 
juicy. While her mother was engaged in another 
part of the shop, she kept looking at the oranges. 
They made her mouth ^ai\ie;r. Tl>a56 >(5ckRK^J^^ ^issssifc 
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into her mind, Oh, I wish I had one of them ! 
This was the beginning of the temptation. She 
ought to have resisted this, and turned away from 
them. But she didn't She kept looking at them. 
The longer she looked the more she wanted one. At 
length, watching an opportunity, when no one saw 
her she took an orange, hid it under her apron, and 
walked away. In a moment her conscience began to 
trouble her. She felt very uncomfortable. Presently 
she sidled up to the basket and put the orange back 
in its place. Still she kept looking at it. She was 
tempted again to take it, and again she put it back. 

As she walked home with her mother she looked 
and felt very sad. When they were alone she burst 
into tears, and said, ' Oh, mother, IVe cracked one of 
the commandments ! I didn't break it, — ^indeed, I 
didn't quite break it, mother, — but I'm sure I cracked 
it.' 

This little girl did very right in putting the orange 
back. This kept her from quite breaking the com- 
mandment But if she had resisted the beginning of 
the temptation, by toiming away from the orange the 
moment she felt a desire for it, she would not even 
have cracked the commandment. We must resist 
little temptations if we would keep out of the different 
forks in which this commandment is broken. 

And, then, there is another thing to do : we must 
pray to God to keep us from temptation. This is what 
Jesus has taught us to do every day, when, in using 
the Lord's Prayer, we say, 'Lead us not into 
temptation.' 

There was a good man once, named John Brad- 
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fori Whenever he saw any one taken to prison or 
to the gallows, he used to say, ' But for the grace of 
God, there goes John Bradford.' He meant to say 
that if God had not kept him from the way of tempta- 
tion, or given him grace to resist it, he too might 
have been a thief or a murderer. And this is true 
of us alL If we would not be found breaking this 
commandnient, we must pray to God to keep us from 
temptation, or to give us grace to resist it. We can 
do nothing right without God's help. In everything, 
then, that we do, and especially in our attempts to 
keep His commandments, we must always pray for 
the help of God's grace and Holy Spirit. There is a 
beautiful Collect in the Prayer-Book, very suitable to 
use after thinking about God's commandments. It 
is the Collect for the first Sunday after Trinity. 
Here it is : 

' God, the strength of all those who put their 
trust in Thee, mercifully accept our prayers ; and 
because, through the weakness of our mortal nature, 
we can do no good thing without Thee, grant us the 
help of Thy grace, that in keeping Thy command- 
ments we may please Thee both in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.' 




X. 



^\lt ^mi\i CommaniHJttJtt. 




* Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour/ — 

Ex. XX. 16. 

HIS commandment is about bearing witness. 

At once the question arises, What is it to 

bear witness ) As commonly understood, 

this refers to what takes place in courts of 

law, where a person is being tried for some offence 

with Which he is charged. 

Suppose you are in the market While you are 
standing there two men get to quarrelling. From 
words they fall to blows. At last one of them draws 
a dagger and stabs the other. If the wounded man 
dies, the other will be brought into court by and by 
to be tried for his life. Then you and the rest of the 
people who saw the fight would be summoned into 
court as witnesses. This means that you would have 
to stand up there and tell all that you knew about 
the quarrel, everything that you saw and heard. 
When you were telling this you would be bearing 
witness. If you gave a correct account, you would 
be a true witness ; but if you kept back part of 
what yon saw and heard, ot \.o\d ^\icv\jAi it differently 
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from the way in which it took place, then you would 
be bearing false witness. It is a great sin to bear 
false witness, because before a person begins to speak 
as a witness he is obliged to take a solemn oath that 
he will tell nothing but the truth ; and to tell a lie 
after this is very dreadful. Simple-minded persons 
and very young children are not allowed to appear 
as witnesses in court, because they are not supposed 
to understand how solemn the oath is which they 
are required to take before they speak as witnesses. 

Not very long ago a little girl, only nine years old, 
was brought forward as a witness in the trial of a 
person for stealing. The robbery had been committed 
in the house of the little girl's father. She had seen 
it. Her testhnony was very important. The lawyer 
who was defending the thief didn't want this little girl 
to appear as a witness. He knew that what she had 
to say would be very much against his side of the 
question. So when she was brought in he said to her : 
' Emily, do you know the nature of an oath % ' 
' I don't know what you mean, sir,' said she. 

* There, may it please your honour,' said the laywer 
to the judge, ' she doesn't understand the nature of 
an oatL Is this not sufficient evidence that she is 
not fit for a witness 1 I submit that she be rejected.' 

'Let us see,' said the judge. 'Come here, my 
little daughter. Have you ever taken an oath 1 ' 

The red blood rose to her face and neck at the 
very thought of it, as she answered : 

* No, sir.' 

'I do not mean a profane oath,' said the iud^. 
* Were you ever a witness m «wlt\»\s^W<6V 

- M 
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' No, dr.' 

' Do yoa know what book this is )' said the judge, 
handing her a Bible. 

' Yes, sir; it is the Bibl&' 

^ Have you ever read that book )' 

* Yes, sir; I read it every evening.' 

' Do you know what the Bible is, my child V 

* It is the word of the great God.' 

' Now, my little dear, place your hand upon this ' 
book.' 

She put her hand upon it tremblingly. He then 
repeated to her the form of the oath taken by one 
who is to be a witness. With her hand upon the 
Bible, she said : ' I do solemnly swear that what I 
am now about to say is the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. So help me God.' 

* Now, my dear,' said the judge, * you have sworn 
as a witness ; do you know what the result will be if 
you do not speak the truth V 

* Yes, sir.' 
' What V 

*• I shall be locked up in the State prison.' 
'Anything else?' 

* Yes, sir ; I cannot go to heaven.' 

* How do you know that 1' 

She took the Bible, ran her fingers over the leaves, 
and turned to the 20th chapter of Exodus, the 16th 
verse, and read, ' Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour.' ' I learned that,' said she, 
* before I could read the Bible.' 

*Ha8 any one told you that you were to be a 
witness in this case V asked. \ke yoA.g;b. 
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fYes, sir ; after mother heard that I was to be 
called, she took me to her room and asked me to tell 
her the ten commandments ; and mother and I knelt 
down and prayed that I might understand how 
wicked it was to bear false witness against a neigh- 
bour, and that (rod would help me to tell the truth 
if I had to go to court to-morrow. And when I went 
away mother kissed me, and said to me, '' Eemember 
the ninth commandment \ and remember that what- 
ever you say in court, God hears every word of it." ' 

*Do you believe thisi' asked the judge, while a 
tear glistened in his eye, and his lip quivered with 
emotion. 

* Yes, sir,' said the child, in a way which showed 
that she meant what she said. 

* God bless you, my child,' said the judge \ * you 
have a good mother. This witness is competent,' he 
added. ' If I were on trial for my life to-day, and 
innocent of the charge, I would pray (Jod to give me 
such a witness as this child. Let her be examined.' 

This little girl told the truth when she was called 
upon to speak as a witness in court ; but we should 
feel as if we were in a court at all times when we 
open our lips to speak. This world is like a great 
court. (Jod is the Judge. Whenever we speak, we 
speak as witnesses about some person or thing. 
God, the Judge, has a great book in which He writes 
down everjrthing we say. Whenever we say any 
thing that is not true, we are bearing false witness. 
God says * for every idle word we speak we must 
give account in the day of judgment.' And if for 
every idle word, much moie toT ^N«t^ jols&^^x^ 
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This commandment requires ns, as the Catechism 
says, ^ to keep our tongues from evil-speaking, lying, 
and slandering.' Slandering means saying anything 
that will injure the character of another person. 
Those who do this break the commandment. 

There was a company of ladies once at the house 
of a clergyman. As he entered the room he heard 
them speaking in a low voice of an absent Mend. 
* She's very odd,' says one. ' Yes, very singular 
indeed,' says another. 'Do you know, she often 
does so and so?' says a third, mentioning certain 
things to her discredit. The clergjnnan asked who it 
was. When told, he said, *0h yes, she is odd; 
she's very odd; she's remarkably singular. Why, 
would you believe it 1' he added, in a slow, impres- 
sive manner ; ' she was never heard to speak ill of any 
absent friends!* 

A clergyman was once examining the children of 
an infant school upon the commandments. He put 
his hand on the head of a little boy, and said^ ' My 
little man, can you tell me what the ninth command- 
ment means by *^ bearing false witness against thy 
neighbour ? " ' 

The boy hesitated a while, and then said, *It 
means telling lies, sir.' 

The minister didn't exactly like this answer, so 
looking at a little girl who stood next to him, he 
asked, * What do you say 1 ' 

Without waiting a moment, she replied, * It's 
when nobody does nothing, and somebody goes and 
tells of it.* 

' Very good,' said the mimstfei. 
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The little girl's answer was a very funny one ; but 
the little boy's was true. Bearing false witness is 
telling lies, and telling lies is bearing false witness. 
We break the ninth commandment every time we 
tell a lie. We sometimes hear people talk about 
different kinds of lies. They call some l\itU lies, and 
others Ug lies \ some white lies, and others hla^k lies. 
But the Bible only speaks of one kind of lies. Every 
lie that is spoken is big enough and black enough to 
break the ninth commandment. 

This commandment is so plain that it needs very 
little explanation. In talking about it, then, it will 
only be necessary to give some reasons why we should 
not tell a lie, or bear false witness. I wish to speak 
of reasons why we should not break this command- 
ment ; and I wish you to remember, that whether I 
speak of breaking this commandment, or of bearing 
false witness, or of lying, I mean the same thing. 

Th^ first reason why we shovld never hea/r false witness 
or tell a lie is, because it is a mean thing. 

Who was the first person of whom we know that 
ever told a lie ? Satan. Where was this lie told ? 
In the garden of Eden. Satan bore fidse witness 
against God. He contradicted God. He told Eve 
that she would not die if she ate of the forbidden 
fruit — ^that it woujd do her good instead of harm. 
Satan will be known for ever as the first liar. This is 
the reason why the Bible calls him * the father of lies.' 

In this way he got Adam and Eve turned out of 
Eden, and filled the world with misery, sorrow, and 
death. 

This was mean of Satan. He di^ \\) ^^^ ^ ^^^^^j^. 
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Adam and Eve had done him no harm. But because he 
was miserable himself, he couldn't bear to see anybody 
else happy. So, without being able to do himself any 
good, he tried to do them the greatest harm that he 
could. He is the meanest person that can be found. 

But every liar or slanderer, every one who bears 
false witness, is becoming like Satan. To lie is to do 
Satan's work. This is his mark. Who wants to bear 
it ) It is one of the meanest of all things. It is a 
shameful, a disgraceful thing to tell a lia There is 
no greater offence that can be given to a respectable, 
honourable person, than to call him a liar. And the 
reason is, that all such persons know how mean and 
contemptible a thing it is to tell a lie. 

When some miserable wretch is hung on the 
gallows, because he is so wicked that he is not fit to 
live in decent society, wouldn't you be offended if 
any one should tell you that yoii were like himi 
Certainly. But Satan is the meanest and wickedest 
of all creatures, and there is nothing that helps to 
make us like him more than lying. 

It is said that there is one place in India where, 
when a person is found guilty of lying, he is taken to 
a public place, and, in the presence of a multitude of 
people, his mouth is sewed up. 

A gentleman once sent his servant to market with 
the direction to bring home the best thing he could 
find. He carried home a tongue. He was sent again 
with the direction to bring home the worst thing he 
could find. Again he brought home a tongua This 
was light ; for the tongue is the best thing in the 
world when properly used, ot \5[i^\?Qtu\»^Vfc\i\vat«j 
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used. The Bible calls it our ^ glory y when used to 
speak the truth and to praise God ; but when used 
for lying and swearing, it calls it * a fire — a world of 
iniquity — an unruly evil, full of deadly poison/ A 
false tongue is a disgraceful thing j but one that 
speaks the truth is an honour and glory. 

Let me give you an example of this. 

There was once a little boy named Duncan. The 
boys used to call him ^ True Duncan,^ because he 
would never tell a lie. One day duiing recess he 
was playing with an axe in the school-yard, and 
while he was chopping a stick, the teacher's cat, old 
Tabby, came along. Duncan let the axe fall right on 
poor Tabby's back, and killed her. 

What to do he knew not. She was the master's 
pet, and used to sit on a cushion at his side while he 
was hearing the lessons. 

Duncan stood and looked at the dead creature. 
His face grew red, and the tears stood in his eyes. 
All the boys came running up, and every one had 
something to say. One of them was heard whisper- 
ing to the others thus : 

* Now, fellows, we'll see whether Duncan can't 
make up a fib aSiWell as the rest of us.' 

*Not he,' said Tom Pooley, who was Duncan's 
friend ; * not ho. I'll warrant you Duncan will be 
as true as gold.' 

John Jones stepped up, and taking the cat by the 
tail, said, ' Here, boys, I'll just fling her into the 
alley, and we can tell Mr. Cole that the butcher's dog 
killed her ; you know he worried her last week.' 

Some of them thought iTiafc \Xi\a -^^-^^ ^'^k ^vsc^ 
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well. But Duncan looked quite angry. His cheeks 
swelled, and his face grew redder than befora 

* No/ said he, *no ! Do you think I would lie for 
such a creature as that 9 It would be a lie, a lie 1 ' 
Each time he used the word his voice grew louder. 

Then he picked up the poor thing in his arms, and 
carried her into the schoolroom. The boys followed 
to see what would happen. 

The master looked up, and said, 'What is this? 
My poor Tabby killed ! Who could have done me 
such an injury 1 ' 

All was silent for a little while. As soon as 
Duncan could get his voice, he said : 

* Mr. Cole, I am very sorry, but here is the truth : 
I killed poor Tabby. Indeed, sir, I am very sorry. 
I ought to have been more careful, for I saw her 
rubbing her side against the log. I am more sorry 
than I can tel], sir.' 

Every one expected to see Mr. Cole get very angry, 
take down his cane, and give Duncan a sound thrash- 
ing. But instead of this he put on a pleasant smile, 
and said : 

' Duncan, you are a brave boy. I saw and heard 
all that passed in the yard from my window above. 
I had rather lose a hundred cats than miss such an 
example of truth and honour in my school. Your 
best reward is what you now feel in your own con- 
science, but I beg you to accept this handsome 
penknife as a token of my approbation.' 

Duncan took out his handkerchief and wiped lus 
eyes. 

The boys couldn't keep m aw^ longjar, and when 
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Tom Pooley cried, * Three cheers for True Duncan ! ' 
they all joined, and made the schoolhouse ring with a 
hearty hurrah. 

The teacher then said : * My boys, I am glad you 
know what is right, and that you approve it, though 
I am afraid some of you could not have done it. 
Learn from this time that nothing can make a Ue 
necessary. Suppose Duncan had taken your 
evil advice, and come to me with a lie, it would 
have been instantly detected j and instead of the 
honour of truth, he would have had only the shame 
of falsehood.' 

We should never bear false witness or tell a lie, 
because it is a m&an thing.' 

The second reason why we should not do it is, because it 
is am, UNPROFITABLE thing. 

People generally expect to make something when 
they tell a lie. They think it will be profitable to 
them. 

You remember about Gehazi, the servant of Elisha. 
When Naaman was cured of his leprosy by the 
prophet, he felt so thankful that he wanted the man 
of" God to take ever so much money from him. But 
Elisha refused to take anything. Gehazi thought this 
was very foolish. It seemed to him like a good oppor- 
tunity to get some money. So he ran after Naaman, 
told him a lie, and asked for a talent of silver and 
two suits of clothes in the name of his master. He 
said his master wanted these for two theological 
students who had just come to see him. A talent 
of silver was worth nearly four hundred pounds. 
Theological students must have be^n \i^\}yst ^*S. "^ciko^ 
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than now, if they were in the habit of receiving such 
princely present& Naaman was so glad to think he 
was cured of his dreadful leprosy, that he was ready 
to give away almost anything he was asked for. He 
made Grehazi take two suits of clothes, and two talents 
of silver, instead of one. And when Gehazi had got 
these treasures carried to his home, and stowed safely 
away, we may imagine how he chuckled to himseJ 
and rubbed his hands with glee at the thought of his 
gains. 

' A pretty good day's work I ' he may have said to 
himself. 'They may talk as they please about the 
tmprofitableness of lying ; I think IVe done quite a 
profitable business to-day ! ' 

But wait a little. He goes into the room where 
his master is. Elisha looks sternly at him and asks, 
* Where have you been, Gehazi ? ' 

'Nowhere, sir,' says the miserable man, used to 
lying now, but trembling and turning deadly pale. 
Then Elisha began and told him what he had done, 
and gave him a ledure on lyings the latter part of 
which, at least, he would never forget. It ended in 
these dreadful words, 'The leprosy, therefore, of 
Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy. seed for 
ever.' As quick as lightning the fearful disease broke 
out upon him, ' and he went out from the presence of 
Elisha a leper as white as snow.* 

Poor Gehazi ! You have lost your situation, your 
health, your character, all at once. What do you 
think of lying now? I am very sure, if he could 
speak to us now in answer to this question, he would 
say: 
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' I can tell you from my own experiencOi children, 
that lying is unprofitable/ 

And Ananias and Sapphira could tell us something 
about this matter, too, if they could speak. And 
what multitudes besides could testify to the same 
thing ! 

A shopkeeper has a piece of damaged gopds which 
he wishes to be rid of. A person comes into his 
shop and offers to buy it, if he will warrant it a good 
article. Now he thinks he can profit by telling a lie. 
He says it is of the very best quality, sound and 
good. He sells the article. The purchaser finds he 
is deceived. He says to himself, *I11 never buy 
anything at that shop again.' And thus, without 
any reference to the sin he committed, his lyi^g is 
unprofitable. 

A fashionable lady once was busy doing something 
in which she did not wish to be interrupted. She 
called her servant, and said, ' Biddy, I wish to be 
undisturbed to-day. If anybody calls for me, tell 
them I am not at home.* 

How many fashionable ladies and others do this, 
without reflecting that they are not only breaking the 
ninth commandment themselves, but teaching their 
servants to break it also ! In the evening this lady 
found, to her great distress, that one of her particular 
friends had been taken suddenly ill, and died during 
the day. She was very anxious to see her, and sent 
several messengers to bid her come, but these were 
always told she was not at home. You can imagine 
how dreadfully she must have felt when she under- 
stood this. 

1$( 
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After all these instances of the unprofitableness of 
lying, I must give you one story to show the profit- 
ableness of telling the truth, before leaving this part 
of our subject. 

It is related of a Persian mother that, on giving 
her son forty pieces of silver as his portion, she made 
him swear never to tell a lie, and then said, ' Gro, my 
son, I consign thee to God ; we shall not meet again 
till the day of judgment.' 

The youth went away, and the party he travelled 
with was attacked by robbers. One fellow asked 
the boy what he had got, and he said, ' Forty dinars 
are sewed up in my garments.' The robber laughed, 
and thought he was only jesting. Another asked 
him the same question, and received the same 
answer. 

At last the chief called him, and asked him what 
he had. He said, * I have told two of your people 
already that I have forty dinars sewed up in my 
dothes.* He ordered the clothes to be ripped open, 
and found the money. 

* And how came you to tell this ? ' asked the chief. 

* Because,' replied the child, * I would not be false 
to my mother, to whom I promised never to tell 
a lie.' 

* Child,' said the robber, * art thou so mindful, at 
thy tender years, of thy duty to thy mother, and am 
I insensible, at my age, of the duty I owe to God 1 
Give me thy hand, that I may swear repentance 
on it.' 

He did so. His followers were all struck with the 
scene. 
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' You have been our leader in guilt/ said they to 
the chief ; * now be the same in the path of virtue.' 
They immediately gave back what they had stolen, 
and began at once to lead an honest life. 

We ought not to lie or bear false witness, because 
it is unprofitable. 

The third reason why we ought not to do this is, because 

it is DANGEROUS. 

Ljring is like letting water through a bank. When 
it once begins to run, there is no telling where it will 
stop. 

Here is a large ship. It is made up of a vast num- 
ber of great pieces of timber, all fastened together. 
It is very strong. It can cross the ocean, breasting 
the storms and riding over the angry billows without 
receiving any harm. But what holds those pieces of 
timber together, and makes that ship so strong) 
Why, the bolts of iron or copper which are driven 
through her timbers. 

Now, suppose it were possible all at once to draw 
every bolt and fastening out of that ship as she sails 
over the ocean, what would become of her ? She 
would fall to pieces directly, and all her cargo would 
be lost 

Well, every family, every village or town, is like 
such a ship. It is made up of a number of persons 
bound together. And what binds them together 1 
Why, truth or confidence. Truth among people in 
society is like the bolt in the ship. If nobody told 
the truth, and people had no confidence in one 
another, they could no more live together in families 
or communities, and do bwam^^i^ X^^^i'Cwet^ K^caca. ' 
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number of pieces of timber without bolts to fasten 
them together could make a ship. 

Would it not be very dangerous to have a person 
on board a ship who had a machine for drawing the 
bolts out, and who was trying to use it all the time % 
Certainly it would. Well, Ifing is such a machine 
in families and societies. Every one who bears false 
witness, in any way, is using this machine. He is 
trying to draw the bolts out of families and societies, 
so that they can't hold together. This is very 
dangerous. 

Let me show you what injury may be done by 
lying. 

There was a large river, across which several dams 
were built within the distance of a few miles. These 
dams were built to form as many ponds, and carry on 
as many mills. But during a severe storm, which 
greatly swelled the river, the upper dam was carried 
away. This brought the flood with so much pressure 
on the second dsim, that thd went too, and so with 
all the rest, one after another. If the first dam had 
been strong enough to resist the pressure of the 
current, none of the others would have given way. 

So it is with falsehood and other sins. If we stop 
the first lie, we stop all the rest. If we are not 
disobedient the fir^ time, we never shall be dis- 
obedient. If we do not use the^rs^ profane word, we 
never shall use the second. It is consenting to the 
first sin that does all the mischief. 

Some time since a youth, about fifteen years of 

age^ whose name was James, was employed as a clerk 

in a shop. He was faitWul a.\i ^«»t, aaid his employer 
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liked him very much, and treated him with great 
confidence. One day he stepped into the shop of 
a young man whose acquaintance he had formed. 
He was offered a glass of wine. He hesitated, but 
finally yielded and drank it On the following day 
this young man called in at the shop where James 
was employed. His employer was not in at the 
time. James thought that he must return the 
kindness of his young friend on the previous day, 
and accordingly he treated him to a glass of wine. 
But after drawing the liquor he did not close the 
stop-cock securely, and it was left running a little. 
As his employer passed through the shop he dis- 
covered it, 

^ Have you been at this barrel, James )' he asked. 

The youth hesitated, as if there was a struggling 
in his breast between right and wrong, but finally 
replied — 

* Noy sir.* 

Here the first dam was carried away. We shall 
see how the others followed. 

His employer looked as if he doubted it, but said 
no more. 

The next day the young man came in again, and 
said to the owner of the shop, * Will you sell me a 
barrel of wine such as J^unes gave me yesterday 1 ' 
The gentleman gave a searching look at James, who 
felt almost ready to sink into the earth. He took 
the first opportunity to see the young man, and 
asked him to tell his employer that he drew the wine 
himself Here was another dam gona The youn^ 
man promised to do so if h^b vfovi^i^. Xjt^*^ \sgKv ^^^ ^ecss. 
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oyster supper. James agreed. Both parties fulfilled 
the agreement. But James had no money of his own, 
and hence he took some from the drawer in the shop 
to pay for the supper. Here was another dam gone. 
After the oyster supper he was invited to gamble. 
At first he declined, but then, thinking he might 
make as much money as he had taken from his 
employer, and thus be able to replace it, he jdelded. 
He played, and lost. But still supposing he might 
win, he continued to take money from the shop until 
it was missed. Seeing that he was likely to be 
detected, he resolved one night that he would take 
about forty pounds that were in the desk, and 
endeavour to win enough to replace all he had taken 
from his employer. 

At midnight he arose. He entered the shop, took 
the forty pounds, and went to the gambling-house, 
where he lost the whole. Now he was despeitite. 
What could he dol He did this. Knowing that 
his employer had money in a certain bank, he forged 
a cheque in his name. He hastened to the bank and 
presented it. It was discovered to be a forgery. He 
was taken up and sent to the penitentiary. Thus all 
the dams were swept away. And all this followed 
from thdA, first lie. If James had told the truth then, 
the first dam would have been protected, and all the 
others saved. 

This shows the truth of our third reason. We 
ought not to bear false witness or tell a lie, because 
it is a dangerous thing. 

Ow fourth <md last reason is, we ought not to do U 
because it is a wicked t/iing. 
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There are two things that show us how wicked it is 
to bear false witness. 

What God, says of those who do it; and what God 
DOES with them. These both show us how wicked 
it is. 

Now, look at what God says of those who lie or 
bear false witness. 

He says in one place, ' Ye shall not deal falsely, 
neither lie one to another' (Lev. xix. 11). He says 
in another place, * The Lord hates a false witness that 
speaketh lies ' (Prov. vi. 19). Again He says, * He 
that speaketh lies shall perish ' (Prov. xix. 5). He 
says, * A lying tongue is but for a moment * (Prov. 
xii. 19). And in another place He says, * Lying 
lips are an abomination unto the Lord ' (Prov. xiL 22). 
How fearfully wicked that must be about which God 
uses language so strong as this ! Who would want 
to be an abomination before Him who is the wisest, 
and best, and most gracious of all beings 1 When 
you are tempted to tell a lie of any kind, or under 
any circumstances, think of what God says about 
lying, and say to yourself, Shall I make myself hateful 
in the sight of Godi 

What God says of lying shows how wicked it is. 

But, then, look at what Gk)d does with liars. 

You know we read in the last two chapters of the 
New Testament oi a glorious vision which the Apostle 
John had of heaven. As it appeared before him it 
was more beautiful than anything he had ever seen 
or thought of. It was like a great city. Its founda- 
tions were of precious stones. Its walls were made 
of jewels. Its gates were maA.^ ol ^g«aj^. ^^& s^^^?5^ 
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were paved with golden stones, but the gold was like 
ciystal, as transparent as glass. A river of clear 
water flowed through the city. On each side of the 
river the tree of life was growing. He saw the 
throne of Grod and of the Lamb within the city. 
There is no night there ; no sorrow — ^no crying — ^no 
sin. He saw the angels going in and out of the city. 
He saw the redeemed from among men there too. 
They were clothed in white raiment, and were walk- 
ing with Jesus beside that beautiful river. Presently 
he came to the gate of the city. When he looked 
over the gate he saw some writing. This writing 
told who they were that shouW not be allowed to 
enter into the city. He was very anxious to read 
that writing, and find out who they were who should 
never go into that beautiful place. He read the 
writing. He has told us what it was. " This was part 
of it, ' There shall in no vnse erUer herein cmything that 
MAKETH A LIE !' Think of this. No admittance for 
liars I This is written as with a sunbeam over the 
gate of heaven. Bear this in mind when you are 
tempted to tell a lie. 

But if liars cannot enter heaven, what becomes 
of themi If God does not let them go into that 
glorious city, what does He do with them f There 
is one dreadM passage of Scripture which tells us. 
We read (Eev. xxL 8), *A11 liars shall have their 
part in the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone.' 
This is fearful indeed I 

What GU)d says of liars, and what (Jod does with 
them, both help to prove how wicked a thing it is 
to lia 
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Thus we have had four reasons why we should not 
bear false witness. Let us see if we can recollect 
them. 

We ought not to do it, in the first placCy because it is 
a MEAN thing ; seccmdly, because it is an unprofitable 
thing ; thirdly ^ because U is a BANGEBOUS thing; and 
fourthly, because Uis a wicked thing. 

In conclusion, my dear children, let me entreat 
you to make it a point on every occasion to speak 
the truth. Let this be a settled rule with you ; a 
rule, too, that shall never be broken. Let nothing 
ever tempt you to tell a lie. Gk)d calls Himself * the 
God of truth.' He loves the truth ; and while * lying 
lips are an abomination to Him,' those that speak 
truly are said to be * His delight.' 

Speaking the truth is the thing that especially 
distinguishes Him. And this is one of the ways in 
which we should strive to be like God. What an 
honour it is for any young person to have it said of 
him, he always speaks the truth! A crown of gold 
upon the head would not be half so desirable an 
ornament as a crown of truth. 

* Oh, *tis a lovely thing for youth 

To walk betimes in wisdom's way I 
To fear a lie, to speak the truth, 
That we may trust to aU they say.' 

If you ever find yourself sajring what is not true, 
repent of it as a great sin. Pray God for Jesus' sake 
to forgive you; and ask Him to give you grace to 
forsake every false way and word — to hate lying, and 
always to love and speak the truth. 
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'Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh- 
bour's.' — ^Ex. XX. 17. 

UPPOSE that we were fanners. We move 
out to the West, and buy a fann. A large 
part of our farm is covered with forest trees. 
We want to clear a portion of it, and turn it 
into fields, where we can raise Indian com or wheat. 
We cut down the trees, and split up and haul away the 
timber. But after all this the stumps remain in the 
ground, and if nothing is done to them, they will 
soon begin to sprout up again. It is very important 
for us as farmers to get those stumps removed. 

Somebody has invented a machine that is called a 
'root extractor.' It has great strong iron hooks. 
These are fastened to the roots, and then, by turning 
a wheel or crank connected with some very powerfid 
machinery, the tough, crooked, gnarled roots are torn 
out by main force. It would be a grand thing for us 
on our western farm to have one of these root 
extractors. Then how nicely we should get our field 
cleared! We should go to woik with one stump 

j^k SOS 
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after another, and in a little while they would be all 
gone, and we should have no more trouble with 
them. 

My dear children, our hearts are like a field full of 
trees. This field has to be cleared. The trees here 
are our sins, — the wicked feelings and tempers that 
belong to us. When we are converted, And our hearts 
are renewed by the grace of Jesus, then these trees 
are cut down. But the roots of them remain. Even 
when we become Christians we find the roots of our 
old sins springing up again. And covCtousness is the 
worst of these roots. You remember that Paul says, 
' The Ime of money ' — (this means coveting or desir- 
ing money) — 'is the root of all evU (1 Tim. vi 10). 
It is very important for us to have these roots 
removed. 

Now the tenth commandment may well be called 
God's great 'root extractor.' If we pray to Him 
for grace to understand and keep it, we shall find 
that it pulls up sin by the roots from our hearts, and 
prevents it from growing there. This is what the 
commandment was intended to do ; and this is what it 
does, wherever it is properly kept It plucks sin up 
by the roots, and leaves the ground of our hearts clear 
for the good seed of God's grace to grow in. 

Now let us look at this commandment. 

* Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man- 
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
nor anything that is thy neighbour's.* 

The first four words of this commandment contain 
the substance of what it requireB ol w.%« 
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* Thou shalt not covet' To covet means to wish 
for something that belongs to another. 

Sometimes we see a company of children standing 
at the window of a shop — it may be a jeweller's 
shop. One of them says, ^ Oh, I wish I had that 
gold watch!' Another says, *I wisli I had that 
beautiful diamond ring!' A third says, 'Ah, but 
I wish I had that splendid silver pitcher !' 

Those children do not think what they are doing. 
Wishing means coveting. The tenth commandment 
says, 'Thou shalt not covet anything that is thy 
neighbour's.' They are breaking this commandment 
as they stand there wishing for or coveting their 
neighbour's goods. 

Here is a money-changer's office. In the window 
are vessels full of gold and silver coin of different 
kinds. Bundles of bank-notes, too, are lying piled up 
thera There comes a man along. Perhaps he is 
very poor. He stands before that window. He gazes 
on those shining stores, those heaps of notes; and 
as he gazes the desire to possess them springs up in 
his heart, and he whispers to himself, *0h, how I 
wish I had that money ! ' 

In indulging that wish he is coveting his neighbour's 
silver and gold, and thus he breaks the command- 
ment. This wishing or coveting, if it be allowed to 
remain, will grow up into the desire to get that money. 
If the man cannot get it in a right way, he will try 
to get it in a vrrong way. It will make him a thief or 
robber. Here you see how coveting is to steaHng 
just what the root is to the trea The tree grows out 
of the root, and so stealing gco^^ out of coveting. 
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But the tenth . commandment forbids us to covet 
Hence, I say, it is God's great root extractor. It pulls 
up these roots of evil from our hearts. 

Whenever we allow ourselves to covet, or to wish 
for anything that belongs to another, we are guilty of 
the sin of breaking this commandment It is a very 
plain commandment There is no difficulty in under- 
standing what it means. It is not necessary to say 
anything more for the purpose of explaining it The 
most important thing is for us to consider some of the 
reasons why we should not covet 

There are four reasons to be considered. 

We shovM not covet, in the first place, because it is 

UNSATISFYING. 

If we get the things we covet, instead of being 
satisfied, we shall only want more. 

If you put a tub without any bottom to it under a 
pump, and begin to pump the water into it, how long 
will it take you to fill it 1 You never can fill it Well, 
our covetous desires are like a tub without a bottom, 
and trying to get satisfied by indulging them is just 
like trying to fill a tub with water when there is no 
bottom to it 

Suppose here is a fire burning. How soon will it 
go out if you keep putting on wood all the time 1 It 
won't go out at alL If you want to make it go out 
you must stop putting on wood. 

A Christian father once wanted to teach his little 
son this lesson, so that he would not be likely to 
forget it. He asked him this question : * Willie, when 
do you suppose a man will have money enough to 
satisfy him ) ' 
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* When he's got a few hundred pounds more than 
he needs to pay all his expenses.' 

* No,' answered the father. 

* When he's got one thousand pounds more than he 
needs,' said Willia 

* No,' said the father again. 
' Ttco thousand.' 

*No.' 

* Four thousand.' 
'No.' 

* Ten thousand.' 
*No.' 

Willie thought he would make one more desperate 
guess, that would be sure to hit the mark. So he 
cried out — 

* Well, when he's got twenty thousand pounds.' 
But still his father met him with the same short 

answer, *No.' 

' Then I'll give it up,' said Willie in despair. 

* When he has got — a little more — than he now has,* 
said his father, * and that is — ^never. If he gets one 
thousand, he wishes to have two. When he gets two, 
he wants Jive — then he wants ten — then twenty — fifty 
— then a hundred thousand, and so on till he has 
grasped the whole world ; and then, like Alexander, 
he would be ready to weep because there were no 
other worlds for him to possess.' 

Not long ago a rich farmer died in Chester county, 

Pennsylvania. When a young man he was quite 

poor. After a while he managed to buy a few acres 

of land. From time to time he added more and more 

to tbeniy till he found \mnse\i xXi^ owcket o.^ tJhfi largest 
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farm in the township. Afterwards, a» he was very 
successful, he managed to buy first one farm and then 
another, till seven or eight of the largest farms in the 
neighbourhood belonged to him. At last he took 
sick. The physician came to see him. He told him 
his disease could not be cured. He must die in a 
short time. On hearing this his reply was : 

* OA, what a pity / If I could only live fifteen years 
longer, I should own all Chester county,* 

' How strange it is,' said a young man one day to 
Dr. Franklin, * that when men get rich they are just 
as unsatisfied, and anxious to make money, as when 
they were poor.' 

There was a little child 2)laying in the room near 
them. * Johnny, come here,' said Dr. F. 

The little fellow came up to him. * Here, my man, 
is an apple for you,' said he, handing one from a fruit- 
basket on the table. It was so large that the child 
could hardly grasp it. He then gave it a second, 
which filled the other hand ; and picking out a third, 
remarkable for its size and beauty, he said, ' Here's 
another.' The child tried hard to hold this last 
apple between the other two, but it dropped on the 
carpet, and rolled away over the floor. On seeing 
this he burst into tears. 

* See,' said Dr. F., ' there is a little man with more 
riches than he can enjoy, but not satisfied.' 

Before the time of our Saviour there was a cele- 
brated Grecian king, whose name was Pyrrhus. He 
had a flourishing kingdom, with everything about 
him to make him comfortable. But being a great 
soldier, he was not satisfied without tr^YD^^Xft ^y^sws^^^^. 
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other countries. He was preparing to go to war with 
the Bomana. One day before they started, a wise 
man, named Cineas, belonging to his court, said to 
him, 'Sire^ the Romans are a brave and warlike 
people ; but if we conquer them, what shall we do 
next!' 

* The Romans once conquered,' answered Pyrrhus, 
' no city will resist us ; we shall then be masters of 
all Italy.' 

' Having subdued all Italy, what shall we do next 1 ' 
asked Gineaa 

' Then we shall take Sicily,' said Pyrrhus. 

*Will that put an end to the warl' inquired 
Cineas. 

* By no means,' replied Pyrrhus. * Then Lybia 
and Carthage will soon be ours, and no enemies will 
be able to stand before us.' 

* Very true,' said Cineas; 'and when all these are 
in our possession, what shall we then do f ' 

' Then,' said the king, smiling, * we shall stay at 
home and enjoy ourselve&' 

' Well, sire,' observed the wise man, * and why can't 
we stay at home and enjoy ourselves now, without all 
this trouble and danger) ' 

But Pyrrhus would not take the advice of his 
friend. He went to war, he was finally killed in 
battle, and never found the enjoyment which he had 
promised himself. 

We should not covet^ because it is unsatisfying. 
This is the first reason. 

Again, we should not covet, because it is DiSGBACEFULi 
This 18 the second reason. 
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We read of some places where, when people commit 
certam sins, they are punished by having the first 
letter of the word that represents their sin branded 
with a red-hot iron upon the cheek or forehead. 
Here, for instance, is a man who has been thieving. 
He is a thief. He has the letter T burnt upon his 
brow. Wherever he goes he carries the mark of his 
ein upon him. Every one who sees him knows that 
he is a tlmf. Would not thai be a disgracefol thing 1 
Yes. Would you want to keep company with such a 
person, or have anythiDg to do with him 1 Certainly 
not \ unless you knew that he had truly repented of 
his sin, and would never steal again. 

But a person who (mds is very nearly related to 
a thief They are fird cousins to each other. Nay, 
the relationship is closer than that. They are like 
the same person or thing as seen at different times 
and under different circumstances. 

Let me illustrate this. Here, for instance, is a 
chicken almost ready to be hatched^ and there is 
a chicken that is already hatched. What is the 
diflference between them 1 Why, one is in the shell, 
while the other is out of it. That is all the difference. 
There is nothing in the world but the thickness of 
that thin shell which separates one of them from the 
other. A slight tapping, a very little pecking on the 
end of that shell, and it is broken through, and then 
out comes the chicken, as lively and active as its little 
brother that came out yesterday. 

Now, just such is the relation that exists between 
a covetous person and a thief. There is nothing but 
a thin shell that separates t\i<&X£L Ixwsl ^wbiSa. ^^Jsisisst, 

o 
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The covetous person is a thief in the shell The thief 
is a covetous person omi of the shell. Let a covetous 
person see something that he desires very much, and 
let an opportunity of taking it be afforded, and how 
very soon, like the chicken ready to be hatched, he 
will break through the shell, and come out in his true 
character as a thief ! 

Now, suppose that God in His providence should 
cause to come out upon the foreheads of people, in lines 
as of fire, a letter representing the sin that each one 
had committed, what would be the difference between 
the marks on the forehead of a thief and of a covetous 
person] They would both have the same letter. 
This same disgraceful, dreadful T would be on each. 
There it would stand, the blazing, burning mark of 
sin and shame on each ; only the thief would have a 
rather larger, brighter T than that seen on the fore- 
head of the covetous person. Then, surely, if covet- 
ing is so closely related to thieving, we should be very 
careful that we do not covet, because it is disgraceful. 
This is the second reason. 

But, again, we should not covet because it is injurious. 
This is the third reason. 

There are several ways in which it is injurious to 
indulge a covetous spirit. 

Sometimes it is injurious to a person's character. 
There was once a nobleman in Italy who was going to 
be married. Great preparations were made for the 
wedding feast. Everything necessary for the occasion 
had been procured, except some fish, of which the 
Italians are very fond. But the sea had been so 
ivugb for many days that the fishermen in the neigh- 
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bourhood had been quite unsuccessful. The day 
before the wedding was to take place, however, a 
fisherman came along who had a fine large turbot for 
sale. He knocked at the gate of the nobleman's resi- 
dence, and inquired if they wanted any fish. The 
porter who kept the gate was a very covetous man. 
He was ready to take advantage of every opportunity 
to get a little money, whether the way of getting it 
was right or wrong. He told the fisherman that they 
wanted a fish very much in his master's house, and as 
it was for a wedding feast, they would be willing to 
give a good price for it ; but he said he would not let 
the man in unless he would promise to give him one- 
half of what he might get for it. 

The fisherman thought this was so unjust that at 
first he refused to do it But finding he could not get 
in on any other terms, he consented. As he went in, 
however, he made up his mind to teach the porter a 
lesson that he would not soon forget. 

He was ushered into the presence of the nobleman, 
who was so delighted to see so fine a fish that he 
offered to give the man any price he might ask for it. 

* You will think, perhaps, I am naming a strange 
price,' said the fisherman, * when I tell you that a 
hundred lashes laid on my bare back is the price of 
my fish, and I will not take anything else for it.' 

The nobleman was greatly surprised. He thought 
the man was joking, and tried to reason him out 
of his strange notion. But finding the fisherman 
resolute in his demands, he said : 

*Well, well, the poor fellow is certainly crazy. 
We must have the fish, howeNei. Qi\H^\^assL\sfi.^^cNSJ^. 
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and let him be paid in my presence, but lay it on very 
lightly/ 

As soon as fifty lashes had been given him, he 
cried : * Hold, hold ! I have a partner in this busmess, 
and he must have his share of the price of the fish.' 

' What ! ' exclaimed the nobleman, ' is it possible 
that there are two such mad fellows in the world ? 
Who is your partner, and he shall be sent for at once?' 

* You need not go very far for him,' said the fisher- 
man, ' you will find him at your gate in the shape 
of your own porter, who would not let me in until I 
promised he should receive half of what I got for 
my turbot.' 

* Oh, oh ! ' said the nobleman, * bring him in 
instantly. Let him have his share by all means, and 
lay it on soundly.' 

The porter received his share of the price asked 
for the fish. Then he was immediately discharged, 
while the fisherman was amply rewarded. The 
porter lost his character and his situation. He cer- 
tainly found covetousness injurious. It injured his 
character. 

Sometimes covetousness is injurious by causing great 
trouble to others, besides the person who is guilty of 
this sin. 

Look at the case of Achan, mentioned in the 
Bible (Joshua vii,). The children of Israel have just 
crossed over Jordan. They are about to take the 
city of Jericho. God charges them to put all the 
people in the city to death, and not to take any of 
the spoils of the city to themselves, but to set it all 
apart for His service. He comTaaxida tkem solemnly 
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to mind this order, and declares that if they do not 
it will bring a corse upon them, and be a trouble to 
the whole nation. 

Now the walls of Jericho have fS&llen down. The 
city is taken. The people in it are put to death. 
The Israelites are gathering all the spoil together, 
according to Grod's commandment. 

There is Achan. He enters a fine-looking house. 
No one is with him. He finds a wedge of gold, a bag 
of silver, and a beautiful garment. How tempting 
they look ! He cffods them. He says to himself, 
' How I should like to have these ! And why may I 
not 1 There is no one here to see. They won't be 
missed, amid all the spoil of this great dty. I'll 
take them.' 

He carries them quietly away, digs a hole in his 
tent, and buries them thera He thinks no one has 
seen him. Poor foolish man ! he forgets that ' the 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the 
evil and the good.' Crod saw it all, and the Bible 
tells us how He made it known. 

The Israelites go on to take another city. They 
send their army against it. Their army is defeated, 
and a number of soldiers killed. They come back 
discouraged. All the people are afraid. Look at 
Joshua, their brave captain. He has rent his clothes 
and fallen to the ground ; there he spends the day 
weeping and praying before the ark of the Lord. 
All the elders of Israel are there with him. Their 
clothes are rent, and their heads covered with ashes. 
The progress of a large army is stopped^ «3&^ V^sssv- 
dreds of thousands of peo^^e aac^ "\^saai^^ \s!L^tfswss« 
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and distress. And what has occasioned all this 
trouble 1 The coveionsness of one man ! 

You know how his sin was found out, and how he 
was punished for it. Joshua told Achan that he had 
troubled all Israel. And so he had. 

A grain. of sand is a small thing. But suppose I 
open my watch and drop it in among the works, what 
eflfect will it have ? It will stop it. Yes; and unless 
it is taken out, the watch will be of no use. The 
different tribes of Israel were like the wheels of a 
great watch. Achan's one sin was like the grain of 
sand dropped in among them. It stopped the watch. 
It could not be set in motion again until the grain of 
sand was taken out. The sin of Achan occasioned 
great trouble to others as well as himself. In this 
way covetousness is injurious. 

And then it is often injurious^ too, as occasioning the 
death of those who are guilty of it. 

I might mention a great many instances to illus- 
trate this part of our subject, but I shall give you 
only two. 

Some years ago there was a large ship, called the 
Kent, going from England to the East Indies. On 
her voyage she caught fire. The flames could not be 
put out. While she was burning another vessel came 
in sight, and offered to take off her crew and passen- 
gers. The sea was very rough, and the only way to 
get the people off the burning ship was to let them 
down by ropes from the end of a boom into the 
little boats, that were tossed about like corks by the 
rough waves below. 
One of the sailors, who knew \Jaa\. >i5aft isjL^^fcV'sA^ 
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large quantity of gold in his possession, determined 
to get it and take it with him. So he broke into the 
mate's cabin, forced open his desk, and taking about 
four hundred pounds in gold pieces, put them in a 
belt, and fastened it round his waist His turn came 
to leave the burning ship. He got out to the end of 
the boom, slipped down the rope, and let go, expect- 
ing to drop right into the boat that was beneath him. 
But a sudden movement of the waves carried the boat 
out of his reach, and he was plunged into the sea. 
He was an excellent swimmer, and if it had not been 
for the gold he had coveted, he would have risen like 
a cork to the surface, and soon been safe in the boat. 
But the weight of the money round his waist made 
him sink like lead in the mighty waters. He never 
rose again to the surface. Ah, as he felt the golden 
weight dragging him deeper and deeper down into 
the vast ocean, he must have understood plainly 
enough how injurious covetousness is. 

Here is another example of the same kind. 

Some years ago there was a man living in a certain 
town in France whose covetous feeling had become so 
strong as to make him a miser of the very worst kind. 
By oppressing the poor, and taking advantage of them 
in every possible way, he had become exceedingly 
rich. 

The king wanted to borrow some money from him, 
but thinking the interest offered for it was not 
enough, and fearing that perhaps he might never get 
it back again, he pretended that he had not got as 
much money as the king wanted. He said he had. 
met with heavy losses, w\ic\i\\aA\&l\»\svssi.Q^^!iy^ 
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fastened him in. No human being could hear the 
loudest shout he might have raised. There he was, 
left to die a miserable, lingering death, in the midst 
of the gold he so much coveted. There was gold in 
bags, gold in chests, gold piled in heaps, gold for a 
pillow, and gold strewed under him to lie upon, but 
in the midst of it all he starved to death 1 What an 
illustration of the sad effects of covetousness 1 

* Thou shaltwo^ covet.' Why? Because Uis injurious. 

The fourth omd last reason why we should not covet isy 
because U is sinful. 

It breaks this commandment. And the worst 
thing you can say of any sin is, that it breaks God's 
law. Eemember this whenever you are tempted to 
covet anything. You break God's commandment by 
it. How sinful this is 1 

But by coveting we break two commandmentEr at 
once. Besides breaking the tenth, we at the same 
time break the^r.s^ commandment by committing this 
sin. You know the first commandment forbids 
' idolatry. It says, ' Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.' But the Bible tells us that ' covetous- 
ness is idolatry ' (Col. iii. 5). This means that when 
people become covetous they put their gold in the 
place of God. They love it more than they love God 
— ^they think of it more than they think of Gk)d — 
they trust to it more than they trust to God. This 
is making a god of it, and idolatry consists in having 
some other god than the Lord. 

But there is even more than this to be said about 
covetousness. The covetous man breoJ:& thA inlvi^U \k^ 
commandments at once. 
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Do you ask how I make this out ? Easily enough. 
You know our Saviour said the ten commandments 
were all embraced in ttw, viz. to love God with all 
our hearts, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
But the covetous man loves his gold with all his 
heart: by this he breaks the first four command- 
ments. He loves his gold more than he loves his 
neighbour : by this he breaks the last six conmiand- 
ments. What a dreadfully wicked thing covetousness 
is 1 St Paul tells us, as was said at the beginning of 
this lesson, that covetousness, or * the love of money, 
is the root of all evil.' This means that it leads 
people to commit all kinds of sin. It makes them 
unkind, hard-hearted, cruel, and unjust. It leads to 
violence, bloodshed, and murder. 

When the Spaniards conquered Mexico, they killed 
so many people that it might almost be said they 
waded in blood to get possession of it. And what was 
the chief object they had in view 1 It was to get the 
gold which was found there in such wonderful pro- 
fusion. When the emperor found he could not protect 
his city against the fierce invaders, he collected his 
principal trea^sures together and threw them into the 
lake on which his capital was built. The Spanish 
general, Cortez, was so much disappointed at finding 
so little gold, that he ordered a huge gridiron to be 
made, and then put the emperor on it, and roasted 
him over a slow fire, to make him tell where his 
treasures were. 

The history of the world is full of the horrible 
things that men have done from a desire to get gold, 
Ziet me give just one as a sampVe* 
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Some years since a seafaring man was returning 
home after a long absence. He had left home as a 
boy ; he was now a full-grown man, and so altered in 
appearance that he was sure nobody would know him. 
He had been very successful in business, and was now 
quite rich. His old parents were very poor, and he 
was going back to make them comfortable for the 
rest of their days. 

When he arrived at his native village he made 
himself known to some of the companions of his boy- 
hood, and told them his object in returning. He 
found that his parents were keeping a small inn on 
the outskirts of the village. He resolved to go and 
take lodgings at their house for the night as a 
traveller, but not to make himself known to them till 
the next day. 

He entered into conversation with the old people 
very freely and familiarly. At supper-time he pressed 
them to sit up and eat with him. He asked them 
many questions about their family, and particularly 
about a son who had gone to sea when a boy, and 
whom they had long since thought to be dead. But 
still they never suspected who he was. 

The evening passed away very pleasantly. Bed- 
time came. Tlie old lady showed him to his room. 
As he bade her good night he shook her warmly by 
the hand, at the same time slipping a purse of gold 
into it, and telling her to take care of it till the 
morning. 

She showed the gold to her husband. They were 
greatly surprised. Supposing that their lodger tsaas** 
have a great amount of gold. m\JcL\3Saxi^^^'^^5fc"^?s^'^^ 
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covet it This cursed root of all evil often brings 
forth and ripens its terrible fruit very quickly. It 
did so now. 

They resolved to murder the unsuspecting lya- 
veller, and get his gold. At the still hour of mid- 
night they crept softly to his bedside. There he lies, 
sleeping quietly. The sharpened knife is raised a 
moment, and plunged into his heart. He groans and 
dies. They search his trunk. They clutch his gold. 
A hole is dug in the cellar, and the body buried out 
of sight. 

Next morning some of the neighbours come in and 
inquire eagerly for the traveller who had arrived the 
night befora The old people seem greatly confused, 
but stammer out that he had risen early and gone 
away. 

* Surely not,' said the neighbours, * for it is your 
own son, who has just returned from sea to make the 
evening of your days happy. He resolved to lodge 
one night with you as a stranger, and make himself 
known in the morning.* 

Who can describe the horror of those wretched 
murderers when they found that they had dyed their 
hands in the blood of their own long lost child ! Oh, 
how sinful a thing that covetousness must be which 
could lead to such a dreadful crime 1 

We have considered four reasons why we should 
not covet: lecause U is unsatisfsting ; became U is 
DISGRACEFUL ; because it is INJURIOUS j and became it 

is SINFUL. 

Now, my dear children, we have concluded our 
lessons on the commandments. TVaa \ag^ oii^ ts^oa 
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an excellent finish to them. You know that when a 
carpenter drives in a nail which he wishes shall hold 
very fast, he takes his hammer, and, if it be a wrought- 
iron nail, he bends down the end of it where it has 
come through, and drives it again into the wood« 
This is called denching the nail. This makes it sure. 
Now it cannot be drawn out. 

And just in the same way the tenth commandment 
is a sort of dencher to all the rest. If we keep this 
commandment properly, we shall be in very little 
danger of breaking any of the others. It directs our 
attention to our hearts, and teaches us to keep them 
right. If we can only keep our hearts right, we shall 
not have much trouble with anything else. This is 
the reason why the Bible says, *Keep thine heart 
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.' 

But the very hardest thing we have to do is to 
keep the heart right. If we attempt to do this in our 
own strength, we shall succeed about as well as if we 
should stand at the door of our house and try to keep 
the air out by beating it with our fists. In spite of 
all we can do, evil thoughts will creep in, and covetous 
desires will spring up. Well, what should we do 
when we find them there ] We should be sorry for 
having them, and ask God to forgive us, and take 
them all away. What a beautiful Collect that is before 
the commandments, in the ante-Communion service, 
and how clearly it shows us the only true way in 
which we can get rid of our evil thoughts ! 

* Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid^ 
deanse the thougUs of mr hearts Vj ^'^ Vas^xs^fiosss^ ^^ 
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Thy Holy Spirit ; that we may perfectly love Thee, 
and worthily magnify Thy holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.' 

And when we feel our need of the help of God's 
grace to enable us to keep His commandments, how 
beautifully we are taught to pray for this grace in 
the Collect which follows the commandments, in the 
service just referred to I 

* Almighty Lord and everlasting God, vouchsafe, 
we beseech Thee, to direct, sanctify, and govern, both 
our hearts and bodies, in the ways of Thy laws, and 
in the works of Thy commandments ; that through 
Thy most mighty protection, both here and ever, we 
may be preserved in body and soul, through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Am^i.' 

If we pray thus with all our hearts, we shall find 
these commandments like fences set up on either side 
of * The King's Highway ;' and we shall find that way 
leading us right through the wilderness of this world 
to the glory and blessedness of our Father's house 
above. May it please God to guide us all into this 
glorious way, and bring us at last to His heavenly 
rest, for Jesus' sake ! Amen, 
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HYMN ON THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 

I MUST not nnrse within my sonl 
One spark of sin's nnhallowed fire, 

Or yield my heart to the control 
Of aught that speaks a wrong desire. 

If others in the flush of health 
Can richly dress and brightly shine, 

I must not envy them their wealth, 
Or wish that aught of theirs was mine. 

If God should call me to be poor. 
Still m be thankful for my lot ; 

For Jesus trod this path before. 
And well I know He murmured not I 

I must not turn with envious eyes 
On aught that others may possess. 

Or wish whatever God denies, 
To make their sum of blessings less. 

Is there, then, nought beneath, above. 

That I may covet to possess ? 
Yes, there's the Saviour's boundless love, 

With which He waits my soul to bless X 

To me this treasure, Lord, impart. 
Thy pardoning grace, oh, let me prove ; 

Write Thou Thy laws upon my heart. 
And make me covet ^iLTVj \<3s^\ 
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